
In the last month or so, two 
somewhat well known 
“Christian,” leaders have re-
nounced their faith very publicly. 
The reasons they gave were 
very similar and boiled down to 
their essence is this: I don’t like 
the gospel call to transformation. 
 
It’s a secular gospel and it goes 
something like this: The gospel 
no longer has a call to repent-
ance from sin and the conviction 
of it. 
 
The gospel also no longer car-
ries the judgement of God the 
father in it that we all have 
sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God. 

The gospel no longer has Hell, a 
place for those who have lived 
life opposed to God the Father 
Almighty. The gospel no longer 
tells us we are broken and in 
need of healing and restoration 
and no longer calls us to live 
lives of holiness. 
 
Why? It is because we are all 
okay. To say otherwise is to sug-
gest that we might possibly need 
to be changed by Jesus Christ; 
that we need his grace, power 
and presence; and that we need 
the transforming work of the Holy 

Spirit is offensive.  
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The question “Can’t we all just 
love each other?” is really an 
emptying of the power of the 
message. The gospel is about 
love, yes, but it’s SO much more. 
Christ came because he loves 
us. But he didn’t come to just 
love us. He came to redeem – to 
pay the price for our sin – so that 
we can enter into the presence 
of Father God.  
 
The gospel of Jesus Christ by its 
very nature is transformative. 
The Heidelberg Catechism gives 
voice to this with the question of 
“What is my only comfort in life 
and in death?” The answer – “I 
am not my own, but belong body 
and soul to my faithful Savior, 
Jesus Christ.” (Cont Pg.3) 

Leadership in Relationships by Charles Miller 

Is your relationship to God such that you desire 
not only the Holy Spirit to lead you but that Christ  
leads through you? There's a teaching: "It's you Lord  
who is  to lead  us;  not  us trying  to lead ourselves". 
This perspective has profound effects on your rela-
tionships with others. 

 
Essentially, a discipleship class is beginning 

the second Saturday in October on how we may 
become better in allowing our Triune God to  lead 
through us. Thus, a focus will be on our exhibiting 
good leadership in whatever "stations of life" we 
find ourselves. 

 
Nationally experienced speakers (largely from 

the Christian Global Leadership Summit) will come 
to us, via dvds, to inform us/ guide us in how to 
become better facilitators of God's leadership 
through us. 

 

In a dissonant world, with its fractious, negative 
ways, we are called not to be numb and unrespon-
sive but (as the Pastor has reminded us) to be salt 
and light wherever we are. We are to be biblically 
proactive persons in our "spheres of influence". 

 
To assist in that, monthly, biblically-oriented 

leadership learning sessions are being planned for 
this autumn and winter. You are welcome to attend 
some or all sessions - inviting others to come with 
you. Whether you are a student, parent, teacher, 
business person or anyone else attempting to as-
sist others toward honorable goals, you'll discover 
helpful content in each class or session, 

 
The first session begins  October 12, at 6:30 

p.m.  in the church. The monthly,  Interactive, even-
ing  classes will be 1-1/2 hours in length. Charles 
Miller is the facilitator. There is no fee; come as 
you are able. 

  
There is no one holy like the LORD;  

There is no one besides you;  

There is no Rock like our God. —1 Samuel 2:2 



September Anniversaries 
     8 Terry and Chris Reimer 
 15 Merlin and Jan Kleinhuizen 
  
 

October Anniversaries 
 6 Stan and Sallie Green 
  Tom and Linda Mikelson 

September Birthdays 

 1 Jena Hillenbrand 
  Jayden Dierenfeld 
 3 Aubrey Lingbeek 
 4 Gail Novak 
 10 Miranda Roelofs 
 12  Verdelle Marcus 
 13 Curt Jensen—91st!! 
  Sallie Green 
 15 Barb Leenstra 
 20 Melissa Sankey 
  Julie Green 
 21 Sena Kohl—86th!! 
 24 Roger Kohl 
  Christine Hoekstra 
 25 Levi Iedema 

 26 Lowell Faber-90th!! 
 27 Wally Van Eps 
 27         Jameson Lefever 
 28 Ethan Bos 
 29 Leann Van Dellen 
 30 Dan Green 
 
 
October Birthdays 
 
 2 Tammy Vanderhooft 
 3 Jayden Van Dellen 
 4 Merlin Kleinhuizen  
 7 Ray Mellema 
  
   

September 8 
CMCS 
James House 
United Campus Ministries 
Habitat for Humanity 
 
October 13 
CCS 
Disability Concerns 
Great Commission Utah 
Calvin Seminary 
 

Birthdays 

2nd Sunday Offering  

Anniversaries 
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Sunday and Worship Events 

September 1-Baptism 
We will be celebrating the Baptism of Jameson, Jonathan, and Jazmyn Lefever. 
After the service, the Lefevers invite everyone for cake and refreshments   
 
September 8-Sunday School Kick-off 
Grades K-12: Join us in the Fellowship Hall for our first Sunday School meeting 
of the season.  It will be a great morning for students to get to know their teach-
ers and leaders.  This combined meeting will be casual and fun! 
 

September 15-Special Guest Speaker-Mike Menning 
Mike Menning of Great Commission Utah will be delivering the message and we 
will be updated on the ministry in the polygamous community.  
 

 September22- Disability Awareness Sunday 
6:00 pm—The combined Disability Awareness Sunday Service will be held  at 
Rock of Life CRC.  The Speaker will be Rev. Jerry Koning. An offering will be col-
lected for Friendship Ministry. 



Serve Our Church Family-Volunteer Opportunities 
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Work Day-Fall Clean Up 

We will be having a fall clean-
up inside and outside of 
church on September 21 at 
9:00 am. Hopefully with many 
hands it will just take a couple 
of hours. We will be trimming 
shrubs and branches so who-
ever has a trailer, it would be 
helpful if you could bring it 
along with you. There's a few 
things for people to do inside 
of church if they would like to 
help out with that.  We will 
also be cleaning out the Rock 
garage and will also need 
trailers for this. 

 

Nursery Volunteers 

If you enjoy working with in-
fants and toddlers we have 
openings on the nursery 
schedule.  We have our vol-
unteers approximately on a 
three month rotation. 

If you would like to help out in 
this way or need additional 
information, please contact 
Renae at 320-235-3060 or 
email at: 
willmarcrc@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

Audio Visual 

We could use a couple more 
volunteers to run the comput-
er and/or soundboard during 
the Worship Services.  Full 
training will be provided.              
The time commitment would 
be approximately once a 
month. 

Other Opportunities 

Ushers-Once every 3 months 

Hall Monitors-Once every 6 
months 

Bus Drivers-You don’t need 
a special license-Once every 
6 weeks  

The Way I Want It (Cont) 
 
The secular gospel seeks to have us retain our 
identity separate from Christ. He is our Savior, 
but he is no longer allowed to change us or de-
mand our obedience. That’s our mistake as well, 
and is a sinful mistake – we make ourselves 
idols, gods. We put ourselves in the place that 
only God alone can dwell. 
 
There is a solution – one that requires discipline; 
it’s called studying the Word of God. Get to know 
it yourself. Use your study; use you corporate 
worship as a time to get to know your Lord bet-
ter. Submit your life to the Word. Let it transform 
you.  
 
There is a battle for the affections of your heart. 
It’s a spiritual battle. Who has your heart affec-
tion? You or Christ? 
 
Peace & Grace 
Pastor Jeff 

Save the Date 

Thinking Biblically About Immigration 
 
The immigration issue is complicated. Christians 
find themselves torn between the desire to uphold 
laws and the call to minister to the vulnerable. Join 
us for a free and informative conference with World 
Relief’s Matthew Soerens and Willmar author Amran 
Abukar (locally known as Amina Hussein). 
 
Session #1: Keynote Address with Matthew Soerens 
(with Q & A) 
Session #2: Q & A with Amran Abukar 
 

Register at arriveministries.org/events 



     
Middle School and Senior High            

Youth Groups 
Start Date September 4, 2019 

 
Open Rock: Middle School (Grades 6-8) and Sr. 

High students are welcome to come to the Rock 
on 8th on Monday evenings from 6:00 until 8:00 
pm  The purpose of this time together is to get 
homework support, play games or just hang out.  
A supper is served.  Sometimes the schedule will 
vary, so if you would like to attend, look us up on 
Facebook and click on the SRYG Newsletter posts. 

Solid Rock Youth Group: SRYG Sr. 
high (9 – 12) will meet at the Rock 
on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 
– 9:00 pm. Every other week the Jr. 
High (7-8) will join the Sr. high. 
They meet for Bible studies that 
apply to their lives in today’s world.  

Youth Director: Travis Berry 

Middle School (6-8 Grades) Leaders: April Swierenga, 
Danielle Watson, Jasmine Bonnema, Dave Brouwer, 
Stephen Vogel, Mason Dehmlow, Logan TeBrake 

High School (9-12 Grades) Leaders: Kris TeBrake, Laura 
TeBrake, Trapper Swierenga, Perry Breems, Ross 
Brouwer 

Worship Leader: Otoniel (OT) Rodriguez  

  

 

Back to School Verses to encourage students: 

Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways sub-
mit to him, and he will make your paths straight” 
 
Isaiah 30:21 “Whether you turn to the right or to the left, 
your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “This is the 
way; walk in it.” 
 
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiv-
ing, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for 
the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” 
 
Proverbs 4:23 "Above all else, guard your heart, for eve-
rything you do flows from it. Keep your mouth free of per-
versity; keep corrupt talk far from your lips. Let your eyes 
look straight ahead; fix your gaze directly before you." 
 

Our Church Family-Youth Programs and Start Dates 
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                                 Sunday School–  

Kick off-September 8-9:00 am 
  

Sunday School will be kicking off their year with the 
first meeting for K-12 in the Fellowship Hall at 9:00 
am. Our theme this year is based on I Cor 1:31. Let 
him who boasts, boast in the Lord.  

 
Starting September 15, all Sunday School Classes 

will meet in the Sunday School rooms in the Edu-
cational Wing.  

 Grades Prek-8th Grade Will be studying the Dive/
Dwell Curriculum: This curriculum awakens kids’ im-
aginations to the ongoing story of God that starts in 
the pages of Scripture and continues in our lives to-
day. Kids, young teens, and their leaders grow in 
faith as they explore each story and retell it together. 
With Dive/DWELL, kids do more than hear a story. 
They experience it.   

 
Grades K– 3rd—Edith Ryder  
Grades 4th-7th–Roger Groen  
Grades 8th-12th—Bob VerSteeg and Todd Klein-

huizen will be teaching on the Heidelberg Cate-
chism.   

  

 
Wednesday Night Elementary                         

Youth Groups 
Start Date-September 18, 2019 

 
Cadets:  This is a program for boys 1st-6th grades.  

They meet for Bible Study and also work on 
earning badges. The meetings are held at First 
Reformed Church every other week from 6:30 to 
8:10.  

 Tom Mikelson, Head Counselor, Asst. Head 
Counselor, Aaron Bonnema and Bill Jurgenson-
Counselors for Jr. Cadets, Chris Gadient and 
Shane VanHove counselors for RPB, and Rod 
Iedema Counselor for Guide Trails 

GEMS: This is a program for girls 1st-6th grades.  
They meet for Bible lessons and also work on 
earning badges. The meetings are held at Rock 
of Life CRC every other week from 6:30 to 8:10 
pm.  GEMS will be lead by Club Co-coordinators: 
Deb Kleinhuizen and Colleen Kamstra.  Traci Bos 
and assistant Denise Dierenfeld will be teaching 
1st & 2nd Grades, Marilyn Stulen will be teach-
ing 3rd & 4th Grades, Deb Kleinhuizen will be 
teaching 5th Grade, Laura Kamstra with assistant 
Colleen Kamstra will be teaching 6th Grade. 

 

 



Share n Care  Page 5 

This year in Friendship, 
we will be studying sev-
eral units on Jesus’ life 
and the  people in the 
New Testament.  Maybe 
you could or would like 
to spend an hour on 

Tuesday evenings so we will be able to have the 
right number of mentors to minister to all who 
want to come.  Or maybe you would like to be 
a sub for one of our many winter snowbirds? 

We promise—Get into this program and you 
will see God at work!  To sign up, need more 
info, or have suggestions, talk to or call Sandy 
Moorlag at 320.235.6799, Sallie Green at 
320.995.6604 or Clara DeRonde at 
320.235.0455. 

Join us for our first meeting on Monday, Sep-
tember 9 at 7:00 pm for a preview of what 
Friendship is all about.   

Our Church Family-Adult Programs and Start Dates 

 

Leadership In Relationships 

See article on the front page.  This is an intergen-
erational group that meets every 2nd Saturday of 
each month at 6:30 pm. The first session will start 
on October 12. We will study a variety of topics 
with discussion facilitator, Charles Miller 

 

Friendship 
Friendship is a program that serves adults with dis-
abilities. Start date will be on September 9, 7:00 
pm.  Friendship Board: Clara DeRonde, Sallie Green 
and Sandy Moorlag. See article on this page 

  

Coffee Break-Women's Bible Study 
Our weekly daytime women’s Bible study will 
begin Wednesday morning, September 25th, for 
a new season. We meet at 9:30 a.m. in the Fel-
lowship Hall and women of all ages are invited to 
join us. Gaye Mellema will be leading the study. 
See article on this page. 

 

Senior Bible Study 
If you’re 55 plus, please join our most experi-
enced and wisest adults for a Bible study and in-
teresting discussions every second and fourth 
Thursday afternoons at 2:00 pm. Pastor Jeff will 
lead the 10 week study on Paul. The first meeting 
will be on September 26. Treats and coffee are 
served following the lesson. 

 

Burgers and Brats 
Burgers and Brats Men’s Fellowship meet every 
third Monday of each month at 6:00 pm, held off
-site at Terry Reimer’s home for the purpose of 
sharing a meal and fellowshipping with other 
men in the community.  $5 for the food and 
bring your own beverage of choice.  Invite a 
neighbor! 
 

 

Coffee Break 
 

All women are invited to 
study the Bible together at 
Coffee Break each Wednes-
day morning at 9:30. Our 
start date is September 25th 
and will meet in the Fellow-
ship Hall. It’s a great way to get to know other 
ladies, study God’s Word, and share in each oth-
er’s lives! We will also continue our service project 
with “Days for Girls” throughout the year. 

 
This new season, we will begin a study on The 
Persecuted Church. The first session we will view a 
video from Voice of the Martyrs called “Tortured 
for Christ”, the story of Richard and Sabina 
Wurmbrand who were imprisoned for their faith 
during and after WW II. The following six weeks 
we will be using the study guide that coincides 
with the movie. Come join us! Bring a friend! Be 
inspired! Any questions, call Gaye Mellema 



Prayer Corner 

Praying for Revival 
Christians around the world are praying for revival. What are they praying for and do they 
have good reason to expect revival? Is revival something God wants to do for His people 
today? To answer these questions, we need to understand that God has always worked 
in the area of revival with His people. From the earliest days of Israel, on through the his-
tory of the Church, God’s method of dealing with His people has been to grant periodic 
times of special blessing in which His presence is made manifest and His people are 
drawn back to Him. The result of that is a changed society. 
 
You typically see something like this: Israel, as a people, called by God to make a differ-
ence…called to be a light to the Gentiles. You see them under a leader such as Moses or 
David, people who are living a life that causes them to be set apart from the people 
around them. They are worshipping God, they’re holding on to His Word, they are doing 
what God wants them to do. Then, typically, after a generation or so when a leader has 
died you see Israel begin to slide. You begin to see them move farther and farther away 
from obedience to the Word of God. They begin to accept idolatry from the tribes around 
them. Pagan practices begin to come in, with acts of immorality and all the problems as-
sociated with that – eventually times of war and even slavery. 
 
Typically at this point of decline there arises a remnant of people who begin to pray. They 
begin to cry out to God asking the Lord to save them. Then, in His own timing, God sends 
a leader and there comes a time of revival when they begin to throw off their idolatry and 
paganism and restore once again the true worship of Jehovah. They begin to again hold 
on to the Word of God.  
 
As you move into the New Testament you see a group of people 
who were born in a time of revival. But we know historically that it 
did not last. Through the history of the Church you once again see 
the exact same pattern of revival and decline. It seems to be the 
way God deals with His people. Down through the years many 
countries have experienced periodic times of revival. Within the 
United States we have experienced three times of national revival, 
known as the Great Awakenings. During these times, God moved 
and changed the course of our nation. Many of us believe that 
God is getting ready to do it again in our day, in our age. 
 
How do you pray for revival? Psalm 85 is a good place to 
begin: “You showed favor to Your land, O Lord. You restored the 
fortunes of Jacob. You forgave the iniquity of Your people and 
covered all their sins. You set aside all Your wrath and turned from 
Your fierce anger. Restore us again, O Lord our Savior, and put 
away Your displeasure toward us. Will You be angry with us forev-
er? Will You prolong Your anger through all generations? Will You 
not revive us again, that Your people may rejoice in You?” 
 
(Adapted from a Blog by Dave Butts  https://www.harvestprayer.com/resources/revival/

praying-for-revival/ ) 

 

 

 

 

Remember members in Prayer: 
Those who are unable to join us: 

Gerri Hillenbrand 
Roger Huisken 

Curt and Shirley Jensen 
Martha Kiel 

Vern Kleinhuizen 
Viv Marcus 

Margaret Negen 
Hilda Nieuwbeerta 

Jean Rolighed 
Gary Ruis 
Mae Ryks 

John TeBrake 
Doward and Sylvia Visser 

  
Our Serviceman 

Jacob Lefever 
Joe Pavelko 

  
Our College Students 
Ethan Bos-Ridgewater 

Makenna Brouwer-Bethel 
Jayden Dierenfeld-U of Sioux Falls 

Hannah Vanderhooft-Dordt 
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Back to School Musings 
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   A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten 
Commandments with her five and six year olds. Af-
ter explaining the commandment to "honor" thy 
Father and thy Mother, she asked, "Is there a com-
mandment that teaches us how to treat our broth-
ers and sisters?" Without missing a beat, one little 
boy, the oldest of a family, answered, "Thou shalt 
not kill." 
 
  A Sunday school teacher gave her second-graders 
a month to memorize Psalm 23. One little boy was 
excited about the task but just couldn’t remember 
the whole chapter.   When the day came for the 
children to recite Psalm 23 before the congregation, 
the nervous boy stepped up to the microphone and 
said, “The Lord is my Shepherd, and that's all I need 
to know!”  
 
   One day, after school, a little girl was sitting and 
watching her mother preparing dinner and noticed 
that her mother had several strands of white hair 
sticking out in contrast on her brunette head. She 
looked at her mother and inquisitively asked, "Why 
are some of your hairs white, Mom?" Her mother 
replied, "Well, every time that you do something 
wrong and make me cry or unhappy, one of my 
hairs turns white." The little girl thought about this 
revelation for a while and then said, "Momma, how 
come ALL of grandma's hairs are white?" 
 
   The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a 
Catholic elementary school for lunch. At the head of 
the table was a large pile of apples. The nun made a 
note and posted on the apple tray: "Take only ONE. 
God is watching." Moving further along the lunch 
line, at the other end of the table was a large pile of 
chocolate chip cookies. A child had written a note, 
"Take all you want. God is watching the apples." 

What kind of school do you go to if you’re …  

… an ice cream man? Sundae school  

… a giant? High school  

… a surfer? Boarding school  

… King Arthur? Knight school  

 

Teacher: What’s the chemical formula for water?  

Student: H-I-J-K-L-M-N-O  

Teacher: What are you talking about?  

Student: Yesterday you said it was H to O.  

 

Math teacher: A person from LA drove toward New 

York at 250 miles per hour as a person from New York 

drove toward LA at 150 miles per hour. Where did 

they meet?  

Student: In jail! 

 

Thomas Merton, an American monk, writer and social 

activist, said, “It is in the ordinary duties and labors of life 

that the Christian can and should develop his spiritual 

union with God.” 

 As the United States observes Labor Day, may we find 

meaning not simply in marking summer’s end but in cel-

ebrating the ways nearly all “duties and labors of life” can 

empower ministry and faith.  

 

Whether as a dentist, parent, artist, teacher, mechanic, 

gardener, city councilor, farmer, day laborer, attorney or 

anything else, a Christian can begin each workday or 

shift by praying for opportunities to serve whoever 

they’ll encounter. We also can pray for and seek ways to 

grow in “spiritual union with God”: cultivating spiritual 

fruits; actively loving God and neighbor; seeing Jesus in 

the vulnerable; practicing humility, gratitude and praise.  

 

In Labor Day, may we find inspiration to make all our 

labors loving and faithful! 
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Pastor 
Rev. Jeff Vanderhooft 
rev.van@gmail.com 

320-222-3387  
Director of Youth Ministries 
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Heather Ruplinger 
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Renae Kleinhuizen  
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320-222-1098 

Willmar CRC Statements 
Purpose Statement 

Worship 
God in obedience to His Word 

Equip 
God’s people to do His work 

Proclaim 
God’s love and grace to His World 

II Timothy 3:16&17 

Values Statement 
Loving 

God above all, and our neighbors as ourselves 
Praying 

in all circumstances because God controls our ministry 
Preaching 

and teaching from God’s Word, the Holy Bible 
Giving 

of our time, gifts and money which are blessings from God 
Seeking 

the Lord’s will and direction in everything we do 
Helping 

others to find and follow Jesus. 
Ephesians 4:1b-2 

Vision Statement 
Reaching Up 

to God as we listen for His voice in our prayers of thanks,   
confession and praise. 

Reaching In 
becoming more Christlike, clothed with  

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness,  
patience and forgiveness 

Reaching Out 
Boldly through the power of the Holy Spirit, with words and deed,                                 

in our Community and worldwide. 
Colossians 3:12-14 

All to the Glory of God 

 

  

Kid’s Corner 

1)What number fits in all the blanks to reveal God’s 
instructions to Joshua about the city of Jericho?  
   Israelite warriors, led by __ priests blowing __ ram’s-
horn trumpets for __ days, would march around the 
city once a day, except for the last day, when they 
would march around it __ times; then the walls of Jeri-
cho would fall.  
A. one  
B. three  
C. five  
D. seven   
 
2) Elisha was appointed by this prophet to be his suc-
cessor. Elisha then watched as this man was taken up 
to heaven in a fiery chariot. Who was the prophet?  
A. Amos  
B. Elijah  
C. Isaiah  
D. Ezekiel   

1)Answer: D (See Joshua 6:1-5.)  

2) Answer: B (See 2 Kings 2:11.)  


