
Thanksgiving is coming again with 
the consequent response of pon-
dering what it is that we are thank-
ful  for in this life. We live in a socie-
ty that has come to the point of 
chronic complaining, nothing is 
right in politics, gender or race. If 
we listen to the media, we get the 
sense of Chicken Little and ultimate 
doom.  
 
It’s as though nothing in the world 
is right, as if a cloud is hanging over 
all of life right now. What are we to 
do? In light of celebrating the 
Reformation and our faith heritage; 
in light of the fact that Thanksgiv-
ing is this month – I suggest there 
is a path. 
 
It is so easy to get caught up in the 
controversies and associated ideo-
logies that it leads to loss of sight 
of who and what we are as a peo-
ple. We are not defined by our poli-
tics, race or gender. But so much of 
living is defined by our activities 
and our associations that our faith 
system often gets lost. We talk 
about politics, but without Christ. 
We talk about gender arguments 
without Christ. We talk about race 
without Christ. Without Christ, we 
have nothing.  
 

To live in thanksgiving, recognizing 
the gifts of God in allowing us to 
live in the time and place that we 
do – is a tremendous honor. Why? 
We have so much for which to be 
thankful.  Let’s live like it, let’s live 
in thank-fullness.  
 
If we have Christ and do not pro-
claim him in our living is to deny 
him. Jesus says that if we deny him 
before men, he will deny us before 
the Father in heaven.  I think part 
of our living Christ is to be living 
thanks. What’s that look like? 
 
Let’s start with generosity. Reflect 
on how much the Lord has given to 
you. I remember listening to some-
one complain, “I don’t know why 
they think they’re any better. I’m 
just as rich as they are!” That is not 
thanks. Thanks looks more like this: 
the Lord has been good to me, I 
will be good to others. I will share 
what the Lord has given me. 
 
How about kindness? We receive 
unmerited grace and mercy from 
Jesus Christ. What if we were to 
share unmerited grace and mercy 
every day? Smile at someone; ask 
someone how they are doing. Offer 
to pray for someone. Write a note, 
send a card.  
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There’s also lending a hand to 
someone. Too often we wish some-
one would take care of something 
that bugs us. How about lending a 
hand? It’s a great antidote to “me 
first” that is so prevalent in our so-
ciety right now. The common word 
we use is volunteer, but what I’m 
really talking about is discipleship. 
It’s a way of living that we are 
called to by Christ. Because of what 
Christ has done for us, we in turn 
live for Christ here on earth. 
 
Instead of throwing our hands up 
in the air and thinking that nothing 
can be done to change things, start 
with yourself, by letting Christ 
transform you. Be Christ in all that 
you do. Live such a thankful life 
that others begin to ask you or 
those around you why you are so 
different. Be compelled by the Spir-
it within you to let His light shine 
through you.  
 
Blessings to you in this season of 
thanksgiving,—Pastor Jeff 



 November Anniversaries 
2     Tom and Barb Leenstra 
12 Bob and Judy Vanden Einde 
16 Bruce and Donna Mulder 
24   Rod and Maria Iedema 
27 Arnie and Esther Rood 
28 Randy and Gail Novak-25th! 

 
December Anniversaries  
2      Don and Clara DeRonde 
        Larry and Marilyn Stulen 
9 Clinton and Linda Kamstra 
10 Roger and Cindy Groen 

November 19 
CMCS 
World Renew-World Hunger 
Food Shelf 
Luke Society 
 
December 10 
CCS 
Salvation Army 
Bethany Christian Services 
Bible League 

Birthdays 

2nd Sunday Offering  

Anniversaries 
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 November Birthdays 
10 Edwina Lorensen 
11 Henrietta Tanner 
12 Evan TeBrake 
16   Morghan Lorensen 
21    Barb Modderman 
        Bill Jurgenson 
22    Bill Leenstra 
23   Kari Van Eps 
        Reagan Bos 
28 Jean Rolighed         
29 Judy Wieberdink 

 December Birthdays 
5     Carol Faber 
       Jeff Dierenfeld 
       Adam Ruplinger 
6     MacKenzie Ruplinger 
8     Randy Novak 

                           Thanksgiving 
 
Join us on Thanksgiving Eve, Nov 22 at 7:00 at First Reformed 
Church for a combined worship service of praise and thanksgiv-
ing.  You are welcome to stay for pie and ice cream following the 
service. 
 

You will have an opportunity to give thanks with an offering on Sunday,  November 
26. There will also be food baskets for donations to the food shelf.  Thanksgiving 
envelopes will be distributed to your mailboxes by November 19. 
 

Advent 
Starting December 3, Pastor Jeff will be speaking on the Mothers in Jesus’ Lineage-
Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary. Join us on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am 
and hear how God used these women who were all on the fringes of society, and not 
all of them were Jewish. Their lives tell fascinating stories about God’s vision for sal-
vation for all people, and their stories bring hope to everyone. 
  

Christmas 
Join us for the Sunday School Christmas Program on December 17 at 4:00 pm 
 
We will have an opportunity to worship our New Born King twice on December 
24: Join us for our Morning Worship Service at 10:00 am and also again at 5:00 
pm for a Candlelight Christmas Eve Service. 
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Ministry Report-Sunday School 

The 2017-2018 Sunday School year has been in 
progress since September 10th. We kicked off 
the year by having Pre-K-12th grade meet along 
with the teachers in the Fellowship Hall.  Roger 
Groen, superintendent, challenge everyone 
with a theme for the year:, “Learn to Walk with 
Me,” Psalm 89:15-”Blessed are those who have 
learned to acclaim you; who walk in the light of 
your presence, Lord.” The students were bro-
ken up into 4 groups and asked to come up 
with various characteristics of Jesus that we 
can strive for in our personal walk with Him.  
Examples that the students came up with: For-
giving, obedience, wisdom, thoughtfulness, 
unconditional love, mercy, self-control, sacri-
fice, kindness, pray, truthful, joyful and gener-
osity. 
 
The adult Sunday School is being led by Drew 
Ryder.  He is resourcing Right Now Media fol-

lowing various studies of scripture.  Currently 
they are studying Psalm 119 written by Matt 
Chandler. Edith Ryde is teaching the Kindergar-
den-2nd Grade students, Gaye Mellema, the 
3rd and fourth grade students, Roger Gore the 
5th-7th grade students and they are using the 
Walk With Me curriculum through Faith Alive 
Resources. Bob VerSteeg is leading the 8th-
12th Grade students and every week discusses 
relevant topics to teens and what the Bible 
says about these topics. 
 
During the month of December, the elemen-
tary students will be practicing for the Christ-
mas Program during Sunday School class time.  
The Program will be preformed on Sunday, 
December 17 at 4:00 pm.                    
                 —Cindy Groen  
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The Cadets began another very exciting year.  At our first 
meeting, Isaiah Iedema gave a report of his International 
Camporee trip this summer.  Both he and his dad, Rod, at-
tended the first time event for our Cadet Club.  We look 
forward to three years from now when it will be in the 
Grand Rapids, MI area.   

 

We also started the Guide Trails cadre which is the seventh 
and eighth graders.  Rod Iedema, our new counselor, is in charge of this. 

 

All of our counselors became certified by the central Cadet office this year.  This makes 
our club and counselors a bit more professional and it increased our counselors’ 
knowledge of how to lead a Cadet cadre. 

 

The new theme for this year is, “God Seeking Us,” and our new them verse is, “For this is 
what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them.” Ezekiel 
34:11 

 

Our counselors this year are: Junior Cadets-Bill Jurgenson and Aaron Bonnema, RPB is led 
by Justin Riemersma and Chris Gadient, Rod Iedema heads Guide Trails.  Tom Mikelson is 
the Asst. Head Counselor and Duane Starkenburg is Head Counselor.  We also have seven 
boys in Junior Cadets, five in RPB and two in Guide Trails. 

 

This year the meetings begin at 6:30 pm.  Opening exercises and announcements go until 
6:45 with the Bible lesson to follow.  From 7:00-8:00 the Cadets may work on merit badg-
es and pinewood derby cars. Each Cadet was given a bag to keep his badge book and t-
shirt for the meetings.  This way cadets may work on merit badges on their own at home, 
especially in areas that interest them.  One parent already informed me that her son is 
working on three merit badges at home. 

 

During the year we had a bonfire and hayride for the boys to build up comradery and also 
a service project of raking leaves for seniors in the community. January 21 is Cadet Sunday 
and we hope to have a power point presentation of all the exciting things we have been 
doing.  We thank God for guiding us and being so good to the Cadet program.  Thank you 
for providing absolutely fantastic care leaders.—Duane Starkenburg 
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Prayer Corner 

PRAYER OF LAMENT: MASS SHOOTINGS 

Too often, when we turn on our phones, TVs, and computers, we are met with news of yet 
another mass shooting. These tragic outbreaks of violence remind us that we live in a lost 
and broken world. But as people of faith, we know that this broken world is also so loved by 
God. We pray that our churches—and all churches across the world—will continue to be 
seen as places of refuge, of love, and of hope, rather than places of fear. We seek God’s 
guidance as we try to make sense of these tragedies and respond as Christ would. We 
pray for the future of our nations and for our integrated life together. 

As we mourn for those affected by these tragedies, we invite you to join us in praying these 
words adapted from the Christian Reformed Church’s Office of Social Justice: 

Lord, in our shock and confusion, we come before you. 
In our grief and despair in the midst of hate, 
in our sense of helplessness in the face of violence, 
we lean on you. 
  
For the families of those who have been killed we pray. 
For the shooters—help us to pray, Lord. 
For the communities that have lost members—their anger, grief, fear—we pray. 
For the churches striving to be your light in darkness beyond our comprehension, we pray. 
  
In the face of hatred, may we claim love, Lord. 
May we love those far off and those near. 
May we love those who are strangers and those who are friends. 
May we love those who we agree with and understand, 
and even more so, Lord, those who we consider to be our enemies. 
  
Kyrie Eleison. Lord, have mercy. 
Heal our sin-sick souls. 
Make these wounds whole, Lord. 
 
(http://www2.crcna.org/pages/osj_newsletters.cfm) 
 
 

  

 

Remember in Prayer: 
Our Shut-ins  
Carol Faber 

 Shirley Jensen 
 Martha Kiel 

 Hilda Nieuwbeerta 
 Jean Rolighed 

 Henrietta Tanner 
 Doward and Sylvia Visser 

  
Our Servicemen 
 Jacob Lefever 

  
Our College Students  

Christine Hoekstra-Dordt  
Miranda Roelofs-NSU  

Kyle Stulen-U of M 
 Logan TeBrake-Ridgewater  

Michael Vanderhooft-Alex. Tech 
 Kailey Van Eps-St. Scholastica 

 
 Missions  

Hannah Vanderhooft-CTI Tour 

A wake-up call 

The good God permits such small evils to befall us merely in order 
to arouse us snorers from our deep sleep and to make us recog-
nize, on the other hand, the incomparable and innumerable bene-
fits we still have. …  
 
With [our misfortunes], God gives us a light by which we may see 
and understand his goodness and kindness in countless other 
ways. Then we conclude that such small misfortunes are barely a 
drop of water on a big fire or a little spark in the ocean. Then we 
understand and love the words: “O give thanks to the Lord, for he is 
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Unintended Consequences 
 
Do you want a foretaste of heaven? 

A few years ago my wife and I took a five-
week road trip. On Sundays we worshiped at 
various churches. All of them were evangelical 
and they ranged from mid-size to mega-
churches. I decided to keep a worship journal, 
taking note of information such as the speak-
er, text and sermon, the praise team, prayers, 
and, of course, the music for the service. 

The experiment proved enlightening—
particularly the music. We sang or listened to 
about 30 songs, with no duplication and only 
one that we recognized. An Evangelical Free 
Church in Minnesota sang “Praise to the Lord, 
the Almighty.” Variety might be the spice of 
life, but I wonder if such worship diversity 
brings some unintended consequences. 

For 13 years I served as a part-time chaplain 
at a Christian care facility. On Sunday morn-
ings we held a worship service led by one of 
the chaplains. Three unwritten rules guided 
our worship planning: we never stand up, we 
never take an offering, and we never sing 
praise songs. 

The first two rules were self-explanatory, con-
sidering the nursing home population. The 
third rule stemmed from the fact that the resi-
dents were unfamiliar with praise songs, and 
poor eyesight prohibited many from seeing 
well enough to read. The residents were much 

more comfortable singing the songs they had 
sung since childhood and had probably sung 
hundreds of times. Songs like “What a Friend 
We Have in Jesus,” “Blessed Assurance,” 
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” and, of course, 
“Jesus Loves Me.” Though they might not 
know all the words any longer, when the cho-
rus came, smiles and tears came with it. 

Do you want to experience a foretaste of 
heaven? On a Sunday morning stand in front 
of 60 to 70 residents from skilled nursing care. 
Look at their faces and listen to their voices as 
they sing by heart, “Jesus loves me, this I 
know, for the Bible tells me so.” 

On one of the forays my wife and I took to Salt 
Lake City, Utah, to visit our daughter and her 
family, we attended a birthday party. One of 
the guests was the minister of music at a 
megachurch in Salt Lake City. As we talked, I 
told him about the worship journal I was keep-
ing and about the worship in the care facility. 
Then I asked him this question: “When this 
generation gets old and moves into a care 
facility, what songs will they all know?” He 
looked at me for a moment, then shook his 
head and responded, “There won't be any.” 
For a denomination that values its heritage as 
much as ours does, that’s one unintended 
consequence we need to strive to avoid. 
       —Harold Hiemstra 

(The Banner, November 2017, pg 8 ) 

Redeemer Lutheran Church is excited to be hosting the 
class Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. Per-
spectives is a 15 week discipleship course that highlights 

the Biblical, historical, cultural, and strategic aspects of God’s global purpose to draw all people into loving 
relationship with him. Each week we will have a different speaker ranging from a missionary doing busi-
ness as missions work in Minneapolis to a missionary who worked with cannibals in Papua. Although the 
class sounds very missions oriented, it is more about what God has done and is doing in the world and 
how we can be a part of His plan. Here’s what Pastor Steve Van Zanen, former minister of Raymond CRC 
and current missionary in Lithuania said about the class: “Taking the Perspectives course was a spiritual 
landmark for me.  It provides information and inspiration to engage with God in His work of transforming 
the world through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Whether you are considering overseas service or just want 
to be a faithful disciple in West Central Minnesota, I can think of no better resource than Perspectives for 
deepening your vision and preparing your heart.“ 
 
The class is from 6-8:30 pm on Tuesdays starting January 16. You are not required to attend all classes to 
pass the course. Cost is $245 per person but you may attend the first 2 classes for free. There is a $30 
discount for registering before December 15. For more information and to register visit 
www.perspectives.org or contact Jayme Van Beek at vanbeekjs@gmail.com 

https://thebanner.org/bio/harold-hiemstra
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PL AC ES  I ’VE  N EVER  B EEN  

I have been in many places, but I’ve never been 
in Cahoots.Apparently, you can’t go alone. You 
have to be in Cahoots with someone. 

I’ve also never been in Cognito. I hear no one 
recognizes you there. 

I have, however, been in Sane. They don’t have 
an airport; you have to be driven there. I have 
made several trips there, thanks to my friends, 
family and co-workers. 

I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to 
jump, and I’m not too much on physical activity 
anymore. 

I have also been in Doubt. That is a sad place to 
go, and I try not to visit there too often. 

I’ve been in Flexible, but only when it was very 
important to stand firm. 

Sometimes I’m in Capable, and I go there more 
often as I’m getting older. 

One of my favorite places to be is in Suspense! It 
really gets the adrenalin flowing and pumps up 
the old heart! At my age I need all the stimuli I 
can get! 

And, sometimes I thought I was in Vincible but it 
turns out I wasn’t. 

People keep telling me I’m in Denial but I’m pos-
itive I’ve never been there before! 

And more and more I think of the Hereafter — 
several times a day, in fact. I enter a room and 
think “What am I here after?” 

 

 

Exercising our gratitude muscles 
Expressing gratitude isn’t just a good thing to do; it also appears to be good for us! Indiana University researchers 
found that participants who performed gratitude-focused writing exercises felt uplifted, and were more likely to 
express gratefulness through generosity, even weeks later.  
 
Furthermore, brain scans revealed increased gratitude-related activity even months down the road (New York 
Magazine). Though the study was small, we seem to have a “gratitude muscle” that can be strengthened through 
exercise. If so, there may be more than we thought to the popularity of gratitude journals and Mom’s insistence 
that we write thank-you notes. Not to mention the biblical call to “give thanks to the LORD, for he is 
good”        (1 Chronicles 16:34, for example).  
 
Might God have hardwired us for gratitude — not only  
at Thanksgiving but year round — because it’s good for  
us as well as for those we thank? To that, we respond, 
 “Thanks be to God!” 

  

Thank you, veterans! 
On Veterans Day, we honor men and women who’ve 

served and sacrificed in one of America’s armed ser-

vices.  

 

On November 11, 1918, America and her allies signed a 

truce with German leaders, ending World War I. In 

1919, President Wilson decided the United States should 

remember with gratitude the end of that war and honor 

military members by marking Armistice Day, or “truce” 

day. In 1954, Congress changed the name to Veterans 

Day, honoring veterans of every era.  

 

Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for peace, 

justice and freedom throughout the world. Followers of 

Jesus, the Prince of Peace, pray for unity among all na-

tions and for the day when “nation will not take up 

sword against nation, nor will they train for war any-

more” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV). 

Musings 
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Willmar CRC Statements 
Purpose Statement 

Worship 
God in obedience to His Word 

Equip 
God’s people to do His work 

Proclaim 
God’s love and grace to His World 

II Timothy 3:16&17 

Values Statement 
Loving 

God above all, and our neighbors as ourselves 
Praying 

in all circumstances because God controls our ministry 
Preaching 

and teaching from God’s Word, the Holy Bible 
Giving 

of our time, gifts and money which are blessings from God 
Seeking 

the Lord’s will and direction in everything we do 
Helping 

others to find and follow Jesus. 
Ephesians 4:1b-2 

Vision Statement 
Reaching Up 

to God as we listen for His voice in our prayers of thanks,   
confession and praise. 

Reaching In 
becoming more Christlike, clothed with  

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness,  
patience and forgiveness 

Reaching Out 
          Boldly through the power of the Holy Spirit, with words and deed,           

in our Community and worldwide. 

 

Bible Quiz 

1) Complete this proverb from the Bi-

ble: “Better is a dinner of vegetables where 

love is … ”  

A. “ … than a silver platter of meat and unre-

solved anger.”  

B. “ … than a fatted ox and hatred with it.”  

C. “ … than a prepared bird and family bick-

ering.”  

D. All of the above.  

 

2) In Matthew 13, to what does Jesus com-

pare the kingdom of heaven?  

A. A farmer sowing seed  

B. A mustard seed  

C. Yeast  

D. Hidden treasure  

E. A merchant who finds a pearl  

F. A fishing net  

G. All of the above   

 

3) It’s intriguing to think of people in Bible 

times experiencing the same cycle of seasons 

we do. Which of these books doesn’t mention 

autumn?  

A. Matthew  

B. Jeremiah  

C. Proverbs  

D. Jude  

 

 

Answer: Answer: B (See Proverbs 15:17, NRSV.)   2)

Answer: G (See Matthew 13:24-51.)  3) A (See Prov-

erbs 20:4, ESV; Jeremiah 5:24; Jude 1:12.)  


