
The idea or principle of sabbatical is 
found in the word – Sabbath. Sab-
bath means rest. Sabbath rest is 
more than simply rest from labor, it is 
an opportunity to meet with and en-
counter the Lord God Almighty.   
 

I can say that sabbatical has been all 
of this and then some as we have 
spent time with friends, travelled and 
retreated. While in Cyprus I wrote: 
  

The day is drawing to a 
close here in Cyprus. Today has 
been a day for reading, prayer 
and reflection. As I have been on 
sabbatical there is one thing that 
has continually been confronting 
me.   

Stuff that I see in me. Stuff I 
see in the church. The "stuff"? 
We've made life about our-
selves. Especially in the west. As 
we spend time with friends here 
and do life with them it is a stark 
contrast.   

I am often guilty of thinking 
more about myself than being 
obedient in seeking the face of 
my God and father. Too often my 
heart does not break for those 
who do not know God the Fa-
ther. Too often I'm simply con-
cerned about myself. What I 
want. Where I want to go. What I 
want to do.   

O that I would have eyes for 
the kingdom. That it was always 
my first priority. How can it be 
when I don't begin a day without 
first seeking the face of God? 
Those days when I refuse to 
pray for the blessing of those 
divine appointments? Since 

when does the gospel mean that 
I would be comfortable? Since 
when does the gospel mean I 
can ignore those who do not 
know Jesus Christ?   

Father, give me a heart 
that seeks you first and foremost 
and secondly a heart that re-
flects your passion for the good 
news.  

 

That reflection – one of many that I 
have journaled is largely due to the 
fact that I have been able to rest, 
reflect and refresh my Spirit in the 
Lord.   
 

In the time away I’ve been given a 
fresh opportunity to dig into the 
Word. I’ve actually been reading 
books of the bible that I tend to 
avoid. There are a number of books 
that I have read as well which have 
ministered or even just encouraged 
me in my walk with the Lord. Again – 
this would not have happened with-
out the opportunity of sabbatical.  
 

While in Cyprus we lived alongside 
friends who work daily in the gospel. 
I am humbled to have been with 
them as they pray through their daily 
encounters, present the good news, 
listen to and pray with complete 
strangers.  
 
Our friends took us to Salamis where 
Paul and Barnabas brought the gos-
pel on the first missionary journey. 
I’ve tried to put into words what it 
means to literally walk on the same 
road and paths as they did two thou-
sand years ago. I can’t find words to 
explain what it means to have likely 
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stood on the same spot where they 
proclaimed the good news. I have 
read and studied the accounts, and 
now I’ve been to a little place where 
the gospel was first presented. The 
sense of our God being a God of all 
time and history came alive.  
 

One more story – sitting outside of 
an abandoned monastery, I had the 
opportunity to reflect. I sat on a rock, 
goats around me grazing and I was 
looking at the ruins of what once was 
the center of the community. The 
truth of our buildings being just that – 
buildings – truly impressed itself on 
me. 
 
The truth is that the gospel is not 
about our buildings, our programs 
and whether or not we are favored 
by society. The gospel is about the 
Word of God – its good news (that’s 
the meaning of gospel).  Good news 
is meant to be shared. Good news 
shared in the context of relationship.
— Blessings, Pastor Jeff  



 November Anniversaries 
2     Tom and Barb Leenstra 
12 Bob and Judy Vanden Einde 
16 Bruce and Donna Mulder 
24   Rod and Maria Iedema 
27 Arnie and Esther Rood 
28 Randy and Gail Novak 

 
December Anniversaries  
2      Don and Clara DeRonde 
        Larry and Marilyn Stulen 
9 Clinton and Linda Kamstra 
10 Roger and Cindy Groen 

November 18 
CMCS 
World Renew-World Hunger 
Food Shelf 
Luke Society 
 
December 9 
CCS 
Salvation Army 
Bethany Christian Services 
Bible League 

Birthdays 

2nd Sunday Offering  

Anniversaries 
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 November Birthdays 
10 Edwina Lorensen 
16   Morghan Lorensen 
21    Barb Modderman 
        Bill Jurgenson 
22    Bill Leenstra 
23   Kari Van Eps 
        Reagan Bos 
28 Jean Rolighed         
29 Judy Wieberdink 
 
 

 December Birthdays 
5     Jeff Dierenfeld 
       Adam Ruplinger 
6     MacKenzie Ruplinger 
8     Randy Novak 

                           Thanksgiving 
 
Join us on Thanksgiving Eve, November 21 at 7:00 pm  at First 
Reformed Church for a combined worship service of praise and 
thanksgiving.  You are welcome to stay for pie and ice cream fol-
lowing the service. 
 

You will have an opportunity to give thanks with an offering on Sunday,  November 
25. There will also be food baskets for donations to the food shelf.  Thanksgiving en-
velopes will be distributed to your mailboxes by November 18. 
 

Advent 
On December 2, Pastor Jeff will be starting a sermon series about Advent themes in 
Narnia, and mostly from CS Lewis’ The Loin, the Witch and the Wardrobe.  Join us on 
Sunday mornings at 10:00 am.  See article on page 3 regarding an Advent season kick
-off event.  

 
Christmas 

We will have an opportunity to worship our New Born King Christmas Eve on De-
cember 24 at 5:00 pm 
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Upcoming Events 

Food Share Month 

Rock of Life CRC will be collecting food           
donations throughout the month of   
November.  Please drop off your            
donations in the Gathering Place. 

Non Perishable items such as peanut 
butter, soups, canned meals with meat, 

cereals, and hygiene products are 
greatly appreciated 

  

One in ten households in Minnesota re-
ly upon local food shelves to help feed 
their families. Last year, there were 2 
million visits and 47 million pounds of 
food distributed at Minnesota’s 300 
food shelves. There has been a 62 per-
cent increase in food shelf visits since 
2000. This year, many food shelves are 
seeing double and triple digit increases. 
(2008 Hunger Solutions MN).  

The Willmar food shelf serves 600 
households a month and over 100  
people daily for produce. 

Rock of Life Soup Supper 
 

November 28, 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
Mark your Calendars! 

 
Our Coffee Break women are planning a 
Soup Supper for Wednesday night, No-
vember 28, 4:30-6:30 p.m. We will be 
making all the delicious soups from scratch 
featuring chili, chicken and wild rice, and 
broccoli cheese. Also included in the meal 
are beverage, bread and dessert. 
 
This year we will again be asking for a free 
will donation as we have three projects that 
will benefit from your gifts. We will be buy-
ing: 1) several toddler high chairs for the 
Fellowship Hall 2) a defibrillator kit to be 
kept in the Gathering space and 3) fabric 
and supplies for our Days for Girls hygiene 
kits. Hope to see you there! 

               Save the Date 
 

Pastor Jeff will be using the Narnia theme for each Advent Service 
this year.  The Worship committee would like to invite everyone to 
a fun family event for all ages to kick off the Advent Season on Sat-
urday, December 1. 

 

Starting at 5:00 pm, enjoy with your family and 
friends a simple supper.  The movie-Chronicles 

of Narnia-will be shown at 6:00 pm 

 

A children’s area will be available, so bring along a blanket 
and pillow for them to get comfortable on.  During the in-
termission, snacks will be provided in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

We encourage you to use this event to invite your friends 
to join you for the evening! 
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Upcoming Events 

                 Bake Sale 
 

GEMS will be having a Bake/Craft Sale on Saturday, December 8 from 
8:00 AM – 1:00 PM. It will be held in the church fellowship hall. This fund-
raiser is a very important activity for the club.  Along with helping defray 
club expenses, it also pays for the summer activity.  To make this fund-
raiser a success, donations from the congregation would 
be appreciated.  

Baked goods that sell well include: 
Traditional goodies such as banket, lefse and rosettes 
Christmas bread, homemade bread, buns, rolls and doughnuts 
Fudge and candies 
Christmas cookies 

 
We are also looking to sell new or gently used: 

Crafts – embroidered towels, crocheted doilies, etc.  
Christmas items – wreaths, candles, pictures, dishes, trees, ornaments, etc.  
Children’s items – toys, books, games, etc. 
No clothing, please 

 
Donations may be dropped off in the fellowship hall on or before Friday, December 9, so they can be 
priced ahead of time.  Please put food items on paper plates and in plastic baggies, 6 – 9 items per bag. 
(This way people can buy a larger variety of items.) 
 

Helping Others to Flourish 

 
Do you desire to have an effective, positive, beneficial impact on people—your family, church and work 
team?  There are ways to develop it. 
 
You are invited to attend the next Faith Builders program on Saturday, November 10 at 7:00 pm at Rock 
of life.  It is open to everyone. 
 
A DVD featuring Marcus Buckingham, a Christian management consultant who will be instructing us on 
how encouraging and mentoring people in their strengths, and clearly articulating what is expected of 
them, is more effective than the common “performance reviews and work evaluations” we may encounter 
in life. 
 
The context, in which Faith Builders is learning, is that God is relational. He has created us to be relational, 
and that we are to delight in our triune Creator, faithfully growing in Him—wisely impacting creation, in-
cluding those “created ones with whom we are connected or are in contact.” 
 
Come grow with us in relating to God and one another in the 1-1/2 hours of interactive time that we have 
together as a “small community.”—Charles Miller and Edith Ryder 
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Prayer Corner 

Pray for the Persecuted Church 

 

November 4 is the National Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. With the re-
cent persecution our Christian brothers & sisters are experiencing worldwide,  
something inside all of us rises up to want to help them. The good news is – you 
can! When we pray God’s Word believing, things change! So here’s 10 scriptures 
to help you pray effectively for them. 

1. Hebrews 13:5 – Pray that persecuted believers will sense God’s presence.  

2. 1 Corinthians 12:20, 26 – Pray that they will feel & know their connection with 
the Greater Body of Christ. 

3. 2 Corinthians 1:3-5  -Pray that they will experience God’s comfort when their 
family members are killed, injured, or imprisoned for their witness.  

4. Colossians 4:3 – Pray that they will have more opportunities to share the gospel. 

5. Philippians 1:14 – Pray for their boldness to make Christ known. 

6. Matthew 5:44 – Pray that they will forgive & love their persecutors. 

7. Acts 9:25 – Pray that their ministry activities will remain undetected by authori-
ties or others who wish to silence them. 

8. Acts 5:41 – Pray that they will be able to rejoice in their  
suffering. 

9. Ephesians 6:17 – Pray that they will be refreshed through 
God’s Word and grow in their faith. 

10. Jude 20-25 – Pray that they will be strengthened through 
fellow believers. 

(https://www.persecution.com/idop/) 

Remember in Prayer: 
 

Our Shut-ins  
Mel and Gerri Hillenbrand 

 Shirley Jensen 
Vern Kleinhuizen 

 Martha Kiel 
Margaret Negen 

 Hilda Nieuwbeerta 
 Jean Rolighed 

Gary and Marlys Ruis 
Mae Ryks 

 Doward and Sylvia Visser 
  

Our Servicemen 
 Jacob Lefever 

Joe Pavelko 
  

Our College Students  
Ethan Bos-Ridgewater 

Makenna Brouwer-Bethel 
Christine Hoekstra-Dordt  

Kyle Stulen-U of M 
Hannah Vanderhooft-Dordt 

“Prayer does not fit us for the greater works; prayer is the 
greater work.” —Oswald Chambers 

 “All I have seen teaches me to trust the Creator for all I have 
seen” —Ralph Waldo Emerson  

“We have been a most favored people. We ought to be a most 
generous people. We have been a most blessed people. We 
ought to be a most thankful people—Calvin Coolidge 

  



“The annual Harvest Festival of Central Minnesota Christian School in Prinsburg will 

be held in the High School on Saturday, November 17, from 4:30 pm – 8:30 pm.  There 

will be an old fashioned ham supper starting at 4:30 pm.  Shop at the General Store 

and the International Bakery.  Eat at the Snack Shack or pick out your “old fashioned” 

treats at the Sweet Shoppe.  Kids will enjoy the Kids Carnival, and teenagers can hang 

out at the Teen Scene.  The silent auction will begin at 5:00 pm with the live auction 

beginning at 6:30 pm.  Come and help us celebrate over 100 years of Christian Education.  Guaranteed to 

be an evening of food, fun, and fellowship for all ages.”  

 

Save the Date for Inspire 2019: Inspire 2019 is an 
event designed specifically for ministry volunteers 
and leaders from Christian Reformed and Reformed 
churches across North America. Following the success 
of Inspire 2017, it will be an exciting and uplifting three 
days.  

 

Two of our featured Speakers are:  

Ann Voskamp: Named by Christianity Today as one of fifty women most shaping culture and the church today, 

Ann knows unspoken brokenness and big country skies and an intimacy with God that touches wounded places. 

Millions do life with her at her daily photographic online journal, one of the top 10 most widely read Christian 

sites: www.annvoskamp.com 

 

Ed Stetzer, Ph.D: holds the Billy Graham Chair of Church, Mission, and Evangelism at Wheaton College and 

serves as Executive Director of the Billy Graham Center. He has planted, revitalized, and pastored churches, 

trained pastors and church planters on six continents, holds two masters degrees and two doctorates, and has writ-

ten a dozen books and hundreds of articles. 

 
Each day will include spirit-filled worship led by a diverse worship team, workshops on topics covering every aspect 
of congregational life, and plenary speakers who will challenge and equip us to return to our local congregations 
with new ideas, renewed passion, and deepened commitment to God’s kingdom. 
 
And, of course, there will be good food, fellowship, and plenty of time to connect with people from across our de-
nominations to share stories and learn from each other.  
 
Whether you're a deacon, elder, Sunday School leader, Bible study participant, worship leader, mission team mem-
ber, community outreach coordinator or fill another role in your church community, you will find relevant workshops 
to help you in your ministry. 
 
Come, discover new resources that can benefit your congregation. Connect with people who are involved in similar 
types of ministry. Share your stories and learn from others. You won’t want to miss it. 
 
Inspire 2019 will be hosted at St. Clair College for the Arts in Windsor, ON. (Just across the river from Detroit, MI)  
Registration opens on February 1, 2019. 
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https://www.crcna.org/gatherings/past-gatherings/inspire-2017
https://annvoskamp.com/
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Musings 

“A child of God should be a visible beatitude, for joy 
and happiness, and a living doxology, for gratitude and 
adoration.” —Charles H. Spurgeon  
  
“When our perils are past, shall our gratitude sleep?”  
—George Canning  
 
“There shall be eternal summer in the grateful 
heart.”  
—Celia Thaxter  
 
“Each of us has cause to think with deep gratitude of 
those who have lighted the flame within us.”  
—Albert Schweitzer  

To give thanks in solitude is enough. Thanksgiving has 
wings and goes where it must go. Your prayer knows 
much more about it than you do. —Victor Hugo   

 

 

Grateful kids 

Adults aren’t the only ones who benefit from 
counting their blessings. Research shows that 
thankful kids get better grades, experience 
less depression and jealousy, and maintain a 
more positive outlook on life.  
 
Experts emphasize that parents must model 
gratitude, especially in today’s consumer-
driven culture. But professor Robert Emmons 
notes that being thankful usually comes pretty 
easily for children. “Kids have a natural affini-
ty to gratitude,” he says. “They often teach 
parents as much or more about gratitude than 

Five kernels 
The Plymouth Pilgrims celebrated the first Thanks-
giving Day in fall 1621, but by the next May, their 
food supply was depleted. The harvest of 1622 was 
a failure, and the Pilgrims often lived for days on 
just a few kernels of corn.  
 
Amid a drought in 1623, the people sought divine 
intervention. After praying for nine hours on a hot 
July day, they were blessed with a two-week rain-
fall. Edward Winslow wrote, “It was hard to say 
whether our withered corn or drooping affections 
were most quickened and revived.” The Pilgrims 
never went hungry again.  
 
Start a Thanksgiving tradition by placing five ker-
nels of corn at each place setting. Point out a bless-
ing that each kernel represents. For example:  
 
1. God loves us.  
2. God provides for all our needs.  
3. God gives us friends, just as the Indians befriend-
ed the Pilgrims.  
4. God hears and answers our prayers.  
5. God is preparing a place for us in heaven.  
 
Then have family members share five things for 

Before one of the very first election, John Wesley, 
co-founder of the Methodist Church, offered this 
advice to people who’d be voting:  
 
• Vote, without fee or reward, for the person you 
judge most worthy.  
 
• Speak no evil of the person you vote against.  
 
• Take care your spirits aren’t sharpened against 
those who voted on the other side.   
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Willmar CRC Statements 
Purpose Statement 

Worship 
God in obedience to His Word 

Equip 
God’s people to do His work 

Proclaim 
God’s love and grace to His World 

II Timothy 3:16&17 

Values Statement 
Loving 

God above all, and our neighbors as ourselves 
Praying 

in all circumstances because God controls our ministry 
Preaching 

and teaching from God’s Word, the Holy Bible 
Giving 

of our time, gifts and money which are blessings from God 
Seeking 

the Lord’s will and direction in everything we do 
Helping 

others to find and follow Jesus. 
Ephesians 4:1b-2 

Vision Statement 
Reaching Up 

to God as we listen for His voice in our prayers of thanks,   
confession and praise. 

Reaching In 
becoming more Christlike, clothed with  

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness,  
patience and forgiveness 

Reaching Out 
          Boldly through the power of the Holy Spirit, with words and deed,           

in our Community and worldwide. 

 

 

 


