
pray, I will hear their prayer 
and I will heal their land.  

Give: Micah – test in me this says 
the Lord and see if I will not 
open the floodgates of heav-
en. 

Good works : Ep.5 – that God has 
prepared in advance for us 
to do.  

Love God, love others:  Matthew 
gospel- Jesus reminds us 
that in all things, through all 
things this is first. 

 
When we keep our eyes on God, the 
rest falls into place. Easy?  No, not 
always. Sometimes it’s just incredibly 
difficult. But we confess with Job: 
Shall I only receive good  from God? 
Why does God allow difficulty and 
tragedy? I think it’s because our 
world was broken in Garden of Eden. 
Tragedy and suffering is an oppor-
tunity to walk closely with God. It 
doesn’t negate the pain. But we are 
told in “that I will never leave you, 
nor forsake you.”  
 
So in life’s troubles, walk with God.  
Blessings, 
Pastor Jeff 

 Today, I am again struck by just how 
quickly life can change in the blink of 
an eye. We can get into a rut and 
become comfortable, content and 
cozy. We can operate on cruise con-
trol and life can seem so good.  
 
As a pastor I have witnessed numer-
ous times how fast life changes, liter-
ally in a matter of seconds. Those 
changes are often so painful; and the 
rut, the routine, the cozy life is sud-
denly no longer there. There’s a new 
normal that no one wants.  
 
Why write about this? As I write I 
have just heard of what I consider a 
miracle from a near-tragic farming 
related accident. The outcome? Bed 
rest and then some doctoring to 
make sure everything is okay. But 
there have been other accidents that 
have changed life in the blink of an 
eye.  
 
If you’ve been through this, you 
know just how suddenly life changes. 
It hurts. How do you get through the 
times in life that really rock your 
world? The long and short is that 
there is no easy way. But you do 
have choices. 
 
If we confess Christ – we can literally 
press into God through the promises 
of Scripture. I know I have probably 

written about this before – but the 
issue is so present right now. I have 
said to others about difficulties – are 
you going to be the “i” or the “e”? 
Are you going to be bitter or better?   
 
I have seen life tragedies break a per-
son’s spirit. The biggest difference in 
handling tragedy is the relationship 
to God. Other factors come into play, 
but it’s been my observation that a 
strong faith in God is incredibly im-
portant. So many times I have heard 
testimony from people that the only 
way they got through tragedy is with 
Christ. They clung to the promises of 
scripture. 
 
It shapes both our will and thoughts. 
The closer we draw to God the more 
we are shaped by the relationship. 
The less we draw close to God, the 
more we are shaped by the world 
around us. We will encounter times 
that test our faith and our relation-
ship to God. Are we, are you ready 
for it?  
 
How you ask?  

Worship: Heb.10 – do not for-
sake meeting together, but 
encourage one another on 
toward love and good deeds.  

Prayer : 2 Chron.7-if my people 
who are called by my name, 
will humble themselves and 
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There is no one holy like the LORD;  

There is no one besides you;  
There is no Rock like our God. —1 Samuel 2:2 



June Anniversaries 

June 3: Wes and Judy Wieberdink-30th 
June 5: Todd and Renae Kleinhuizen 
June 7:  John and Jean TeBrake  
   Ray and Gaye Mellema 
June 8:  John and Shirley Rolffs 
June 13:  Ross and Gayle Brouwer-20th 
 

May Birthdays 
May 13: Jodi Marcus 
May 15: Esther Rood 
May 16: Darlene Roelofs 
  Michael Vanderhooft 
  Roger Groen 
May 18: Derek Roelofs 
May 19: Traci Bos 
May 20: John Rolffs-85th 
May 22: Roman Iedema 
 
 
 
 

June Birthdays 
June 1: Willis Hoogeveen 
June 2: Marlys Ruis 
June 11: Ross Brouwer 
  Renae Kleinhuizen 
June 12:  Mel Hillenbrand-87th 
  Tom Leenstra 
  Kyle Stulen 
  Simon Brouwer 
June 13: Rod Iedema 
June 14:  Clayton Berry 
June 15: Laura Kamstra 
 
   

 
 

May 13 
 CMCS 

Luke Society 
Resonate Global Missions 

Youth for Christ 
 

 June 12 
CCS 

Resonate Global Missions 
Great Commission Utah 

Safe Avenues 

Birthdays 

Opportunities to Give 

Anniversaries 
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Worship Events 

 

May 2: Election of new Deacons and 
Elders through casting of lots 

 

May 20: Fresh Encounters Prayer Ser-
vice-6:00 pm 

 

June 3: We will be celebrating Com-
munion. We will also be installing the 
newly elected Elders and Deacons.  

 

 

 

Directory Update 

The pictorial directory will be 
updated by the end of July after 
the new Elders and Deacons are 
installed and committee assign-
ments have been made. 

If you would like to change or 
add your family’s picture or 
need to update your contact 
information, please call Renae 
in the office at 235-3060 or 
email: willmarcrc@gmail.com by 
the end of June. 



Monoculturalism or Multiculturalism? By Charles Miller 

There  may  be  more  people  than  one  might  
imagine, in   racially   diverse rural Willmar MN,  who      
genuinely are  working  to  include  people  of  diverse 
cultures, rather  than  to  exclude them. They  see  it        
as  bringing  enrichment  to  our  culture, versus  that  of 
a    more "arid" single  culture. I  witnessed  this   by           
attending "a community conversation on culture," April 
11, after reading  a  brief  article  in  the  local  paper 
the day  before. 

In  the  morning  session (held  at  the  Willmar  
Community Center---one  of  three  that  day), Professor 
Paul Kivel, a  social  justice  educator of Oakland CA, 
held  an  instructive  dialog  with  approximately 35  individ-
uals from various walks of  life, churches, professions, 
and  involvement in multicultural endeavors. 

Though likely "speaking to the choir," Prof. Kivel 
was calling us  to  be  intentionally supportive "allies" in the 
work  of  cultural   integration. It' s not  where  we  push  
for  cultural  assimilation but, rather, integration---where 
everyone is encouraged  to  keep  their  identity...all   the 
while  enabling  newcomers  to  learn  English  and  how  
to  navigate the ways of living in the host culture. 

This   comes   about  more  easily,   said  Kivel,     if      
we         personally   know  what                                                        we           stand   for  and         what                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
kind                            of                                                                               a person we         want        to  become. Then,    next,                 
"who   do  I  stand     with (with  whom  am   I   allied) . . . and   
what  am    I doing concerning race, justice, violence?" 

As  a      people  of                   faith  it  is  incumbent    upon us  
to  identify and  unlearn stereotypes, prejudices, misin-
formation. Thus, Kivel listed some levels of racism in 
our culture (of which we are to be aware) such as in 
interpersonal relationship’s         institutional (structural) rac-
ism: culture with its media and educational systems; and 
various internalized messages with which we've 
grown up. 

This             teaching/learning event (sponsored by 
Healthy Together of Willmar, Blue Cross/Blue Shield's 
Community Table: Ridgewater College; Willmar's Educa-
tion and Recreation Center) was calling us  to  learn  how 
to come  together  to make the community healthier for 
all ...as people  of  faith would say, "healthier for all  bear-
ers of  God's  image"    (Gen. 1. 27). This  is          where     we                                                 

avoid denigrating  others and focusing  on "solving 
problems rather than blaming people". 

The  group  considered  what  it  is  to  be  open    
to connecting with others "not like us," fostering an inter-
dependence, and  building  a  community  with  mutual 
regard and respect. It  begins with curiosity, a  summon-
ing of courage, and developing  an  interdependence 
(versus division). It's  where  we're  willing  to  honestly 
listen  to  the stories of others, especially immigrants, in 
order to be caringly responsive to them  as human beings. 

In the big picture of things s,  noted Kivel,  this is more easily 
achieved as we:   

 Overcome a  reliance on militarization, 

 Minimize extreme, economic  disparities  between  the 
rich  and  the   poor, 

 Protect and nurture our environment, 

 Care about right and just outcomes in our multi-
cultural interdependence, 

 Rely  more  on  being  conscientious  stewards  of  what              
God  has  entrusted  to  us---handling  with  care   our 
statements  and  actions  for  positive  impact versus 
obtaining unintended, negative (hurtful) consequences. 

This  requires  an  acknowledgment  and  open 
discussion  of  racism, "white privilege," and  that  we're  
in "a battle  for  the  hearts  and  minds" of white    and   
people  of color in  our nation and  community. Kivel en-
couraged  us to  be  supportive  of  other  "allies" and   to 
be  giving  our  attention  to  the  issues  that  matter 
(using  translators,  or being translators where nec-
essary). 

In   summary, a  vibrant,  inclusive  multicultur-
alism    enlivens,  nourishes  a  community  far  more  than        
a restrictive exclusive  ("us versus them")  monocultural-
ism. As allies we are to  invest  as God would have us. 
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First Grade  
Leader: Traci Bos/Denise Dierenfeld 
  
Kenzie Ruplinger 
Observer bar 
Theme: In His Steps  
Getting and Staying Fit 
Knowing and Helping Others  
  
Natalie Jurgenson 
Observer bar 
Theme: In His Steps  
Getting and Staying Fit 
Knowing and Helping Others  
  
Rose VanderPol 
Observer bar 
Theme: In His Steps  
Getting and Staying Fit 
Knowing and Helping Others  
  
Sydnie Haugen 
Observer bar 
Theme: In His Steps  
Getting and Staying Fit 
Knowing and Helping Others  
  
Ava Zwagerman 
Observer bar 
Theme: In His Steps  
Getting and Staying Fit 
Knowing and Helping Others  
  
Nyellie Gomez 
Observer bar  
Theme: In His Steps 
  
Second Grade  
Leader: Traci Bos/Denise Dierenfeld 
  
Natalie VanderPol 
Learner Bar  
Theme: In His Steps 
Getting and Staying Fit 
Knowing and Helping Others  
  
Hailey Haugen  
Learner Bar  
Theme: In His Steps 
Getting and Staying Fit 
Knowing and Helping Others  
  
Sadie Ruis  
Learner Bar  
Theme: In His Steps  
 
 
 
 

 Third Grade 
Leader: Marilyn Stulen 
 
Riley Dragt 
Achiever Bar  
Theme: In His Steps 
  
Fourth Grade 
Leader: Marilyn Stulen 
  
Jossyn Heck  
Adventurer Bar  
Theme: In His Steps  
Camping  
What is the Bible? 
  
Hailey Jurgenson 
Adventurer Bar  
Theme: In His Steps  
Camping 
  
Margo Klaassen 
Adventurer Bar  
Theme: In His Steps 
Camping 
Appreciating and Caring for Creation 
  
Nevaeh Molash 
Adventurer Bar  
Theme: In His Steps 
Camping  
Appreciating and Caring for Creation 
  
Fifth Grade 
Leader: Deb Kleinhuizen 
  
Pearl Bailey 
Seeker Bar  
Theme: In His Steps  
Names of God 
  
Morghan Lorensen 
Seeker Bar  
Theme: In His Steps  
Names of God 
Biblical Worldview 
Etiquette  
Woodworking  
Books 
What is Sin? 
  
Lauryn Mueske 
Seeker Bar  
Theme: In His Steps  
Names of God 
Biblical Worldview 
Peer Pressure  
Etiquette  
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Sixth Grade  
Leader: Laura Kamstra 
Assistant: Colleen Kamstra  
  
Mikala Kohls  
Explorer Bar  
Theme: In His Steps 
Rubber Stamping  
  
Seventh Grade 
Leader: Laura Kamstra 
Assistant: Colleen Kamstra  
  
Avery Dierenfeld 
Advanced Bar  
Theme: In His Steps  
Rubber Stamping 
Kingdom Girls Stories of Jesus? 
Woodworking  
  

Abby Marcus  
Advanced Bar  
Theme: In His Steps  
Rubber Stamping 
Kingdom Girls Stories of Jesus? 
Earth Stewardship 
Gardening  
 
    
Counselors  
Traci Bos 10 years  
Colleen Kamstra 21 years  
Laura Kamstra 8 years  
Deb Kleinhuizen 8 years  
Edith Ryder 8 years  
Marilyn Stulen 3 years  
Kari VanEps 6 years  
Denise Dierenfeld 1 
Eleanor Ryder: Theme Badge 

Solid Rock Youth Update 

 Youth Group night is the best time of my work 
week. The students are great and we are having a blast 
growing in faith together. We went through a series on 
apologetics and this was a great opportunity for stu-
dents to learn about their faith and be able to defend 
their faith when they get asked about it.  

 We are also in the beginning stages of starting 
up a youth ministry worship band. Musical worship 
was one of the things that students have asked for 
many times and have received great feedback on that 
so far.  

 Lastly, we are planning a Summer mission trip 
and have decided to go to Chicago. We’re going 
through a short-term missions organization called the 
Center For Student Missions. I have worked with them 
in many different cities and have always been im-
pressed with their level of organization and the experi-
ences they offer to student.  We covet your prayers as 
we continue to prepare, and as we travel and work in 
Chicago 

 

Also, keep our Jr High Students and leaders in your 

prayers as we will be going to St. Cloud June 4-7 for our 

annual retreat.-Travis Berry 

 Over 165  students, caregivers, teachers and 

friends gathered together in the Fellowship Hall to 

attended a finale banquet to end this Friendship Bible 

Season.  We all enjoyed a delicious meal and then were 

entertained by Paul and Pam Knapper who ministered 

in a special and unique way.  It is so wonderful to see 

the smiles and enthusiasm (especially during the sing-a

-long) as everyone came alive with joy to the Lord.  

Thank you to all who had a part in making this fun 

event a success.  Special thanks to Barb and all those 

who helped in the kitchen.  We really appreciate each 

one of you!  —The Friendship Board 

Friendship Update  
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Prayer Corner 

Because more and more Muslims are fleeing their home countries due to civil unrest, famine and 
wars, there is also an increasing number of Muslins that have turned to Jesus in their difficult circum-
stances.  “We are in the midst of the greatest turning of Muslims to Christ in 14 centuries of Muslim-
Christian interaction.  More  than 80% of all the Muslim movements to Christ in history have occurred 
the past two to three decades, a time period that coincides with the modern prayer movement for 
Muslims.  At the heart of this modern prayer movement is 30 Days of Prayer for the Muslim World.”  
—David Garrison, Mission strategist  
 
In response to this call, the 30 days of Prayer guideline booklet has been distributed to your mailbox-
es.  Each day of Ramadan -May 15-June 14-the prayer guide highlights Muslims in various countries 
and  the challenges they face.  Please use this booklet for the specific prayer requests. Also, daily keep 
our local Muslim population in your prayers during Ramadan and after, that the Holy Spirit will open 
their hearts to the Gospel as we work together; not only in prayer, but also our in lives that we reflect 
Christ and His love for all nationalities. 

Area Prayer Needs and Praises  
We continue to join together as area churches committing to pray for each 
other. This month we will join in prayer for: First Christian Reformed 
Church 
 
 Items of Praise: 

 We give thanks for the blessings of young families with young children 
and new babies born and soon to be born.  

 We are thankful for the recent professions of faith of young people 
within our church family. 

 We praise God for answered prayer for the warmer weather and pray 
for safety as the planting season begins. 

 We are excited for Splash Canyon VBS to be held in our church June 4 
– 8. Pray for God’s blessings on this as well as our area outreach radio 
broadcast. 

 
 Items of Petition:  

 Pastor Jon Bushnell has accepted the call to serve at the Sioux Center 
URC. Pray for him and his family as they follow the Lord’s will and 
begin a new phase of their life.  

 Pray for our church and Council during this transitional time. Pray also 
for the man God is preparing to be our next pastor.  

 Pray for our youth and the Lord’s leading in their lives, especially those 
who will soon graduate from high school and college. 

 Pray for all those of our church family recovering from accidents, sur-
geries, those with ongoing health concerns, confined to their home or 
care facility and those grieving recent loss of loved ones. 

 Pray for our missionaries as they bring God’s Word and plant the seed 
in often difficult and challenging situations.  

 Pray that we as a church will grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and seek to share the good news of salvation. 

30 Days of Prayer for the Muslim World 

Remember in Prayer: 
Those who are in Care Facilities 

Mel and Gerri Hillenbrand 
Viv Marcus 

Margaret Negen 
Martha Kiel 

Vern and Bea Kleinhuizen 
Hilda Nieuwbeerta 

 Jean Rolighed  
Marlys Ruis 

Doward and Sylvia Visser 
  

Our Serviceman 
Jacob Lefever 

  
Our College Students 

Christine Hoekstra-Dordt 
Kyle Stulen-U of M 

  
Missions 

Hannah Vanderhooft-CTI Tour  
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Dear Friends in Christ 

We’re pretty well settled in our new apartment but still 
have a lot of work to do.  We brought too much stuff so 
some if it went into storage or has been donated. 

We are in  a large senior apartment complex.  There’s 
probably about 300 people living here.  It has a Christian 
atmosphere.  They have services on Sundays and Tues-
days.  We have, however, been attending services with 
out own family in town.  We haven't decided where we 
will go yet. 

We had a blessed time with you as our church family.  
Keep us in your prayers as we continue to get used to 
life here in Sioux Falls.  Driving here is different than 
driving in Willmar, it’s not for sissies.— Love, Paul and 
Carolyn Viss, 3408 West Ralph Rogers Road, Apt B103, 
Sioux Falls, SD 57108 

Missions Update 

Thoughts on Mom Church Family Update 

“A group of second-graders was quizzed about what 
ingredients their mothers are made of. One child said, 
“God makes mothers out of clouds and angel hair and 
everything nice in the world, and one dab of mean.”  
 
To the question "What does your mom do in her spare 
time?" one youngster said, "Mothers don't do spare 
time."  
 
When the children were asked “Why did God give you 
your mother and not some other mom?” one child re-
plied, “God knew she likes me a lot more than other 
people's moms like me.”   
 
My idea of housework is to sweep the room with a 
glance.” —Erma Bombeck  
 
If at first you don’t succeed, do it like your mother told 
you.” —Author  unknown 



1708 SW 8th St 

Willmar MN 56201 

Phone: 320-235-3060 

E-mail: willmarcrc@gmail.com 

www.willmarcrc.com 

 Rock of Life CRC 

 Rock of Life CRC Staff 
Pastor 

Rev. Jeff Vanderhooft 
rev.van@gmail.com 

320-222-3387 
  

Director of Youth Ministries 
 Travis Berry 

berryt44@gmail.com 
763-210-8344 

  
Office  

Renae Kleinhuizen  
renaekleinhuizen@hotmail.com 

  
Custodian                                                                              

Barb Leenstra 
320-222-1098 

  

  

Kid’s Corner 

Willmar CRC Statements 
Purpose Statement 

Worship 
God in obedience to His Word 

Equip 
God’s people to do His work 

Proclaim 
God’s love and grace to His World 

II Timothy 3:16&17 

Values Statement 
Loving 

God above all, and our neighbors as ourselves 
Praying 

in all circumstances because God controls our ministry 
Preaching 

and teaching from God’s Word, the Holy Bible 
Giving 

of our time, gifts and money which are blessings from God 
Seeking 

the Lord’s will and direction in everything we do 
Helping 

others to find and follow Jesus. 
Ephesians 4:1b-2 

Vision Statement 
Reaching Up 

to God as we listen for His voice in our prayers of thanks,   
confession and praise. 

Reaching In 
becoming more Christ like, clothed with  

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness,  
patience and forgiveness 

Reaching Out 
Boldly through the power of the Holy Spirit, with words and deed,                               

in our Community and worldwide. 

 

1) What word can be placed in all four blanks to com-

plete this Bible passage?  

 

“But just as he who called you is _____, so be 

_____ in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be _____, be-

cause I am _____.’”  

 

A. righteous  

B. holy  

C. loving  

D. merciful  

2) Complete the following Bible verse: “A gentle an-

swer turns away _____, but a harsh word stirs up 

_____.”  

 

A. an argument; obedience  

B. wrath; anger  

C. jealousy; resentment  

D. falsehood; truth   
 

 

1) Answer: (B See 1 Peter 1:15+16,NIV))   

 2) B (See Proverbs 15:1)   


