
es us to do good works in the name 
of Christ. It is all of God and not of 
us. This is often missed by many 
who read the Bible and sing the 
words of Newton but we must not 
miss this vital truth of God.  
 
I want to end with the words of John 
Newton found in his poem “In Evil 
Long I Took Delight”: 
 
Thus, while His death my sin dis-
plays  
In all its blackest hue,  
Such is the mystery of grace,  
It seals my pardon too.  
With pleasing grief, and mournful 
joy,  
My spirit now is fill’d,  
That I should such a life destroy,  
Yet live by Him I kill’d! 
 
May we all realize the wonderful and 
powerful grace of God that saved 
wretches like us!—Travis 
 

In many modern worship songs, 
there is a lack of theology. It is truly 
heartbreaking to see so much music 
with such little theological depth. I 
think this lack of depth is what draws 
me to the hymns of old. They are 
lyrically beautiful and focused on 
theology. Few hymns communicate 
this like the hymn “Amazing Grace” 
by John Newton. Most of us have 
sung this legendary hymn but have 
we all considered the deep theologi-
cal words we sing? The first stanza 
of “Amazing Grace” says: 
 
Amazing Grace, how sweet the 
sound, 
That saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see. 
 
What I love about Newton’s hymn is 
that it speaks of God’s wonderful 
grace. His hymn speaks about the 
beauty of God’s love for his people 
by showing that even though we 
were sinners Jesus paid the price for 

us. Newton points out God’s grace 
“saved a wretch like” him. God’s 
grace doesn’t try to save. God’s 
grace saves. 
Newton’s words seem to reflect the 
words penned by Paul in the book of 
Ephesians: 
 
For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith —and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— not by works, so that no one 
can boast. For we are God’s handi-
work, created in Christ Jesus to do 
good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do. –Ephesians 
2:8-10 
 
Paul’s words are striking and clear. 
God’s grace is what gives us faith. 
We, as humans, do not earn salva-
tion. Grace, given by God, does. We 
do not make a positive move to-
wards God until we have been given 
the grace to do so. God’s grace 
moves towards us. We do not mus-
ter up good work, God’s grace caus-

Amazing Grace the Sweet, Sweet Sound By Travis Berry 
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There is no one holy like the LORD;  

There is no one besides you;  
There is no Rock like our God. —1 Samuel 2:2 

On Sunday, June 24th, we will be welcoming Pastor Ste-
ve and Chris Van Zanen to our church. As you know, a 
portion of our Faith Promise dollars support their work in 
Lithuania. Pastor Steve will be preaching and they will 
be sharing their experiences of working with students. 
They are based at the LCC International University 
where Steve teaches and Chris assists with many differ-
ent tasks as they build relationships with students and 
introduce many to Christ. Steve is also the Europe Re-
gional Mission Leader for Resonate Global Missions of 
the CRC. 
 
Make sure and stay for Fellowship time after the worship 
service when we will be able to hear more about their 

work and have time to ask questions. If you will not be 
able to join us Sunday morning, but would like to meet 
with Steve and Chris, (they will be in the area from June 
21-July 16) call Gaye Mellema to set up a time. 
Romans 10:15 we read: And how can they preach un-
less they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the 
feet of those who bring good news!” 
 
Let’s remember to be in prayer for the Van Zanens and 
remember to give generously to our missionaries who go 
out to spread the good news of salvation in Christ Jesus 
alone. Though we cannot all minister in a foreign coun-
try, we are called to help others who have left family, 
friends and the comforts of home to serve 

We Welcome the Van Zanens 



June Anniversaries: 
 
17 Drew and Edith Ryder 
21 Chris and Edwina Lorensen 
23 Brian and Kari VanEps 
25 Curt and Jodi Marcus 
 Barry and Karen Lefever 
 
 
  
 

July Anniversaries: 
 
1  Curt and Shirley Jensen 
   Jeff and Tammy Vanderhooft 
12      Winner and Deanna Jacobson 
21        Travis and Becky Berry 
24        Kendall and Traci Bos 
29         Bill and Christina Jurgenson 
31         Jeff and Denise Dierenfeld 
       
 

  
June Birthdays: 
 
17 Margaret Negen—86th 
18 Cindy Groen 
 David Vanderhooft 
20 Colleen Kamstra 
25 Joanne VerSteeg 
 Karen Lefever 
26 Melanie Pavelko 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

July Birthdays: 
 
  2     Bruce Mulder 
  5     Bob VerSteeg 
  7     Dave Marcus 
11   Carol Chapman 
13    Rod Iedema 
15    Laura Kamstra 
17    Stan Green 
20   Todd Kleinhuizen 
21   Jack Kreps-93rd 
     Alexi Marcus 
22   Lydia Berry 
28    Roger Huisken 
30    Larry Stulen 
   

July 8  
 

CMCS 
The Fortress 

World Renew-DRS 
Calvin Seminary 

 
August 12 

 
CCS 

Great Commission Utah 
Friendship 

Hope Haven 

Birthdays 

2nd Sunday Offering Schedule 

Anniversaries 
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Worship Events 

June 24: Pastor Steve and Chris 
VanZanen will be leading our wor-
ship service and will be updating us 
on their work in Lithuania. 

July: Pastor Jeff will be continuing 
the Catechism Series through the 
month of July 

July 15: Fresh Encounters Prayer 
Service-6:00 pm 

Directory Update 

The pictorial directory up-
dates will be distributed in 
August  after Committee As-
signments have been made.  
We will be distributing a 
quick directory along with 
our church policies and Com-
mittee information. 

If you would like to change 
or add your family’s picture 
or need to update your con-
tact information, please call 
Renae in the office by July 
15 at 235-3060 or email: 
willmarcrc@gmail.com. 
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Our Church Family –Graduations 

 

 

I graduated from 
Willmar Senior High 
School June 3, 2018 
 

Next fall I will be at-
tending Ridgewater 
College to take gener-
als while trying to fig-
ure out exactly what I 
want to do with the rest 
of my life. After Ridge-
water I plan on trans-

ferring to a four year school to finish my de-
gree. 

While in High School, I was involved in the 
W.A.R.P.S.P.E.E.D. Robotics team all 4 years, 
played tuba in the pit for 3 musicals (The 
King and I, Sister Act & Into the Woods), was 
chosen to participate in All Conference Band 
my senior year, and was active in the pep 
band all 4 years. 

Who influenced you the most growing up?     
Teachers! It would be impossible to pick just 
one, but I would have to say I had multiple 
teachers that really influenced me. 

  
One of my favorite memories would have to 
be the music trip to Hawaii.  Specifically, the 
day we spent at “The Secret Island”. 

   
Advise to underclassmen: Stay on top of your 
assignments and don’t fall behind. Don’t wor-
ry about what other people think, do what 
makes you happy— be true to yourself.  

 

       

  

 

 

I graduated from Willmar 
Senior High School, June 
3, 2018 

 

This fall I’ll be attending 
Bethel University and ma-
joring in Elementary Edu-
cation 

During High School I was involved in Band, 
Choir, A Capella choir: 2701, Key Club, Nation-
al Honors Society, Softball, Musicals and I 
worked at Cardinal Place 

The people that influenced me the most grow-
ing up were my parents and grandparents. 
They always supported me in everything I did 
and taught me how to live for the Lord 

My favorite memory during high school was the 
music trip to Hawaii 

Advice to underclassmen: Enjoy high school to 
the fullest because it goes by faster than you 
think 

 

Makenna Brouwer Ethan Bos 

Kaylie VanEps graduated from St. Scholasitca College in Duluth MN last December.  She is at-
tending the University of Mary in Bismark, ND and is pursuing her Doctorate in Occupational 
Therapy.  



In Memory 
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Beatrice “Bea” Kleinhuizen, age 
87, of Willmar, died Saturday 
morning, May 26, at Bethesda 
Grand Nursing Home in Willmar. 

 
Beatrice Elaine Kleinhuizen was 
born March 22, 1931 on a farm 

near Prinsburg, Minnesota, to Albert H. and Clara (Zuidema) 
Ledeboer. She was baptized and professed her faith at First 
Christian Reformed Church in Prinsburg. She received her 
education at Central Minnesota Christian School in Prins-
burg and at Western Christian High School in Hull, Iowa, 
graduating in 1949. Bea then attended Calvin College in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. She taught school in Baldwin, Wis-
consin and at CMCS. 

 
On July 16, 1954, she was married to Luverne Kleinhuizen. 
Five children were born to this union. They lived in the Ren-
ville and Prinsburg area before moving to Willmar in 1966. 
Bea worked as a special education paraprofessional in 
Willmar Schools for 23 years. She was always an active 
member at the Christian Reformed Church. She also volun-
teered with Rice Hospice, Friendship Bible Study, and at the 
New 2 You Thrift Store. Her special interests were spending 
time and camping with her family, along with reading, sew-
ing, and gardening. 

 
She is survived by her husband, Luverne; four children: 
Debra Kleinhuizen of Willmar, Bruce Kleinhuizen of 
Kerkhoven, Julie (and Tim) Johnson of Kerkhoven, and Carol 
Wells of St. Cloud; five grandchildren: Sharon (and Jeffrey) 
Dingman, Susan Nelson (and special friend, Michael), Aaron 
(and Nicki) Wells, Amber (and Drew) Nielsen, and Adrien 
Wells (and special friend, Katie); and seven great-
grandchildren: Cyril Rogers, Isabelle Rogers, Aiden Rogers, 
Mason Calhoun, Lindsey Calhoun, Nora Wells, and Amelia 
Wells. Also surviving are a brother: Alvin (and Char) 
Ledeboer; four sisters: Luella Swart, Harriet (and Robert) 
Hasper, Jean (and Joel) Peters, and Connie (and Daryl) 
Berghuis; many nieces and nephews; and other relatives 
and friends. 

 
She was preceded in death by her parents; and a daughter: 
Diane Kleinhuizen. 

 

 
Bea                

Kleinhuizen 
March 22, 1931-    

May 26, 2018 

  

The First Grade Sunday School Students, Natalie 
Jurgenson, Lexi Marcus and MacKenzie Ruplinger 
looked at stories in the Bible throughout the year and 
learned how Jesus cares for them.  Stories included Jo-
seph, The Israelites in Egypt, Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego 
and many  
others stories. 

Sunday School Wrap Up 



Page 5 Share n Care  

 

Prayer Corner 

In June 2018, all across America and beyond, we are calling prayer warriors and prayer inter-
cessors for America to join together in agreement in prayer for 31 days from July 1-31. Just 
imagine what could happen if millions of Americans would intercede through agreement in 
prayer for America during next  month.  

1. FATHER, BY FAITH WE ASK YOU TO MOVE UPON THE POLITICAL LEADERS IN 
AMERICA TO LEAD OUR NATION FORWARD IN A POSITIVE WAY. 

“A king’s heart is like channeled water in the Lord’s hand: He directs it wherever 
He chooses.” Proverbs 21:1 

 Lord, as You have the power to control a king’s heart and direct it wherever You choose, 
please direct our President Donald J. Trump, our Vice President Mike Pence, our President’s 
Cabinet, our appointed and elected leaders in America, as well as those leading our nation’s 
Armed Forces … moving them in a direction You desire. 

 Holy Spirit, lead all of these leaders to work together strategically and specifically to secure 
all of the schools across America; O God, lead them to action that will protect the children of 
America. 

 Father, please lead our nation’s leaders as they move toward an unprecedented meeting 
with the leaders in North Korea and South Korea, trying to find a way to provide an avenue of 
peace and security for the world. O God, restrain evil and abuse of human life in North Korea, 
and move their leader, Kim Jong-un, to actions of peace and security in the world. Further-
more, we ask You, please ensure this meeting occurs with him and our nation’s leaders in Your 
timing. 

 O Lord, our needs are great, and we appeal to You for resolve, cooperation, and leader-
ship regarding the challenging issues of: 
-America’s climbing debt 

-Immigration 

-Religious freedom nationally and internationally 

-Healthcare 

-Opioid and drug crisis 

-Security of our nation internally and externally 

-Ongoing challenges in Israel and in the Middle East, as the 

United States Embassy in Israel has now been moved to 

Jerusalem 

-Judicial and political appointments process to be expedited 

-Tax reform 

-Sexual harassment and abuse 

-Sanctity and dignity of all human life from conception 

through death 

-Racial unrest across America 

-Needs of our veterans, our nation’s military, and their fami-

lies 

-Ongoing investigations to reveal truth and a resolve be 

reached soon in each of them 

-Election of leaders in the fall of 2018 

 

This list could go on, but Lord, these specifically this month 
we place into Your hands. Please channel the hearts of our 
leaders to what is best for the American people as well as 
others across the world. 

 
(continued on page 6) 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
Those who are in Care Facilities 

Mel and Gerri Hillenbrand 
Viv Marcus 

Margaret Negen 
Martha Kiel 

Vern and Bea Kleinhuizen 
Hilda Nieuwbeerta 

 Jean Rolighed  
Marlys Ruis 
Mae Ryks 

Doward and Sylvia Visser 
  

Our Serviceman 
Jacob Lefever 
Joe Pavelko 

  
Our College Students 
Ethan Bos-Ridgewater 

Makenna Brouwer-Bethel 
Christine Hoekstra-Dordt 

Kyle Stulen-U of M 
  

Missions 
Hannah Vanderhooft-CTI Tour  
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Junior High Retreat 2018 

2. TOGETHER IN AGREEMENT, ASK THE HOLY SPIRIT TO FALL UPON THE CHURCHES OF 
AMERICA IN A POWERFUL AND MIRACULOUS WAY. 

“Ask and it will be given to you. Seek and you will find. Knock, and the door will be opened to 
you. For everyone who asks, receives, and the one who seeks finds, and the one who knocks, 
the door will be opened.” Matthew 7:7-8 

 Holy Spirit, fall upon the 400,000+ churches and 200 denominations in America in an unprecedent-
ed movement of God that would wake up and spiritually revive the churches across America. 

 Anoint supernaturally, the pastors and spiritual leaders who open God’s Word to preach it and call 
people to faith in Jesus Christ and Him alone for salvation, as well as advance the gospel of Jesus 
across their region, America, and the world. 

 Spirit of the Living God, we call upon You to bring to America, the next Great Spiritual Awakening, 
that would be so powerful, it would shape generations in the future; an awakening of historic propor-
tion. (https://www.harvestprayer.com/) 

Prayer Corner-Cont. 

The Junior High students went on their annual retreat this year 
on Jun 4-7.  They stayed at the Holiday Inn in St. Cloud.  While 
there they studied Philippians-”Mail from Jail.” The entirety of 
this letter was written while Paul was arrested and in jail for 
preaching and standing firm in the Gospel of Christ. Through 
Paul’s example the kids learned how to stand firm in their faith 

 

They also had some downtime to swim, play basketball and 
hang out in their rooms. Thanks for supporting our youth!! 



The Lighter Side 
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You’ll never miss it 
Frustrated that income never covered expenses, a 
longtime church treasurer resigned. Another mem-
ber, who owned the town’s grain elevator, volun-
teered to take over with one stipulation: He 
wouldn’t submit a report for the first year.  
 
The puzzled board members agreed because they 
knew he was an honest man. After all, they trust-
ed him to process their grain.  
 
By year’s end, the new treasurer gave a glowing 
report. The church’s building debt had been 
erased. Staff salaries had increased 15 percent. 
And the budget showed a healthy balance.  
 
When the shocked but delighted congregation 
asked for an explanation, the treasurer said, “Most 
of you bring your grain to my elevator. When I 
paid you, I simply withheld 10 percent on your be-
half and gave it to the church in your name. You 
never missed it!”  
 
 

  Living proof 
Have you ever realized that you can give things to 
God that are of value to him? Or are you just sit-
ting around daydreaming about the greatness of 
his redemption, while neglecting all the things 
you could be doing for him? I’m not referring to 
works which could be regarded as divine and mi-
raculous, but ordinary, simple human things — 
things which would be evidence to God that you 
are totally surrendered to him.—Oswald Chambers 

  An inexperienced preacher was to hold a graveside 
burial service at a pauper's cemetery for an indigent 
man with no family or friends. Not knowing where the 
cemetery was, he made several wrong turns and got 
lost. When he eventually arrived an hour late, the 
hearse was nowhere in sight, the backhoe was next to 
the open hole, and the workmen were sitting under a 
tree eating lunch. 

 
      The diligent young pastor went to the open grave 
and found the vault lid already in place. Feeling guilty 
because of his tardiness, he preached an impassioned 
and lengthy service, sending the deceased to the great 
beyond in style. 

 
      As he returned to his car, he overheard one of the 
workman say to the other, "I've been putting in septic 
tanks for twenty years and I ain't never seen anything 

The Sunday School teacher was describing that when 
Lot's wife looked back at Sodom she turned into a pil-
lar of salt, when Bobby interrupted. "My mommy 
looked back once while she was driving," he an-
nounced, "and she turned into a telephone pole." 
 
Another Sunday School teacher said to her children, 
"We have been learning about how powerful the kings 
and queens were in Biblical times. But there is a high-
er power. Who can tell me what it is?" Tommy blurted 
out, "I know, Aces." 
 
After explaining the commandment to honor your 
father and mother, a Sunday School teacher asked her 
class if there was a commandment that teaches us 
how to treat our brothers and sisters.       One boy, 

A preacher was completing a temperance ser-
mon. With great expression he said, "If I had all the 
beer in the world, I'd take it and throw it into the riv-
er!" The congregation nodded their approval. With even 
greater emphasis he added, "And if I had all the wine in 
the world, I'd take it and throw it into the river, too!" 
The people clapped and were saying "Amen." And then 
finally, he concluded, "And if I had all the whiskey in 
the world, I'd take it and throw it into the river!" 
 
      As he sat down, the song leader then stood up quite 
cautiously and announced, "For our closing song, let us 
sing Hymn #365: "We Shall Gather at the River." 

  

You’ll never miss it 
Frustrated that income never covered expenses, a 
longtime church treasurer resigned. Another mem-
ber, who owned the town’s grain elevator, volun-
teered to take over with one stipulation: He 
wouldn’t submit a report for the first year.  
 
The puzzled board members agreed because they 
knew he was an honest man. After all, they trust-
ed him to process their grain.  
 
By year’s end, the new treasurer gave a glowing 
report. The church’s building debt had been 
erased. Staff salaries had increased 15 percent. 
And the budget showed a healthy balance.  
 
When the shocked but delighted congregation 
asked for an explanation, the treasurer said, “Most 
of you bring your grain to my elevator. When I 
paid you, I simply withheld 10 percent on your be-
half and gave it to the church in your name. You 
never missed it!”  
 
 

  Living proof 
Have you ever realized that you can give things to 
God that are of value to him? Or are you just sit-
ting around daydreaming about the greatness of 
his redemption, while neglecting all the things 
you could be doing for him? I’m not referring to 
works which could be regarded as divine and mi-
raculous, but ordinary, simple human things — 
things which would be evidence to God that you 
are totally surrendered to him.—Oswald Chambers 
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Kid’s Corner 

Willmar CRC Statements 
Purpose Statement 

Worship 
God in obedience to His Word 

Equip 
God’s people to do His work 

Proclaim 
God’s love and grace to His World 

II Timothy 3:16&17 

Values Statement 
Loving 

God above all, and our neighbors as ourselves 
Praying 

in all circumstances because God controls our ministry 
Preaching 

and teaching from God’s Word, the Holy Bible 
Giving 

of our time, gifts and money which are blessings from God 
Seeking 

the Lord’s will and direction in everything we do 
Helping 

others to find and follow Jesus. 
Ephesians 4:1b-2 

Vision Statement 
Reaching Up 

to God as we listen for His voice in our prayers of thanks,   
confession and praise. 

Reaching In 
becoming more Christlike, clothed with  

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness,  
patience and forgiveness 

Reaching Out 
Boldly through the power of the Holy Spirit, with words and deed,                               

in our Community and worldwide. 

 

1) What word can be placed in all four blanks to complete 

this Bible passage?  

 

“But just as he who called you is _____, so be _____ in all 

you do; for it is written: ‘Be _____, because I am _____.’”  

 

A. righteous  

B. holy  

C. loving  

D. merciful  

2) How did Jesus heal the blind man at the pool of Siloam?  

 

A. Put mud on his eyes and told him to go wash in the pool.  

B. Laid his hands on the man’s head and prayed.  

C. Touched his eyes, but at first the man said people looked 

like trees walking, so Jesus had to do it again.  

D. Told him to go to the priests; as the man went, he was 

healed.  

 

 

 

 

1) B (See 1 Peter 1:15-16, NIV.)  

2) A (See John 9:6-7.)   


