
Over the last few years, as a con-
gregation, you have been hearing 
me use the word COVENANT in 
sermons. I’ve used it often in rela-
tion to marriage, in that marriage is 
more than commitment. It is the 
making of vows to your spouse of 
what you will do in the marriage for 
the sake of your spouse.  
 
God, in his covenants with us, 
wants us to be in relationship to 
him. That’s why he makes cove-
nant with us and has expectations 
of us as his people. Jesus Christ 
fulfills our obligations to the cove-
nant, because we simply cannot do 
it ourselves. We need help in keep-
ing covenant.  
 
If God desires relationship and 
commitment from us, does it not 
make sense that we would commit 
to a church body? Yes I know – we 
all belong to the church universal. 
In the Apostles Creed we say that 
we belong to the holy, catholic 
church; catholic being the church 
universal. But what about belong-
ing to the local church? 
(Continued on pg 6) 
 

What is so important about church 
membership? There are churches 
which make a point of not having 
membership because from their 
perspective it drives people away. 
Others have told me there is no 
point to church membership. I have 
to ask either what the fear is or 
what the drive is behind not want-
ing to be a “member” of the church. 
I’ve been thinking about it for the 
last two years or so. 
 
Let’s start with membership itself 
as a general idea. A lot of people 
belong to various sports teams in 
high school to community sports 
like church softball,  community 
hockey teams, and the like. All of 
these teams require that you join, 
sign up and usually pay a fee. Join-
ing is by itself a form of member-
ship, and membership in a group 
or organization implies a degree of 
commitment and accountability.  
 
For instance, if you have a Face-
book or Pinterest account you 
agree to the terms and conditions 
of joining those websites. By click-
ing agree, you are saying that you 
are making a commitment to be 

held accountable for your online 
behavior and actions. If you violate 
the contract that you agreed to, 
you agree to the consequences of 
whatever it is that you violate. If 
you abide by the contract you get 
to stay and use the website and its 
resources.  
 
Most of us don’t hesitate to join 
those websites, gamer sites, sports 
teams or organizations. Yet, I’ve 
noticed over the last few years 
when it comes to church member-
ship there is a hesitation, if not an 
outright refusal to join a church on 
the part of different people. One of 
the discussions is this: what’s the 
point of membership? 
 
Many think the point of church 
membership is just that; you join 
you get benefits. If you disobey the 
rules you lose your benefits. Some 
think membership is about taking 
communion, or giving of time, mon-
ey or abilities. Yet, in a very real 
way, membership is so much more 
than just these things. 
 
Perhaps it would help to reframe 
the question just a bit on my part. 
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There is no one holy like the LORD;  

There is no one besides you;  
There is no Rock like our God. —1 Samuel 2:2 

We are very thankful that Trapper Swierenga has agreed to fill in as 
our  Interim Youth Director, and he also comes as part of a team, 
with his wife, April!  Both leaders come with much experience leading 
and mentoring our Jr. and Sr. High students. They both have been 
active for the last 10 years with Solid Rock Youth.  We welcome 
Trapper on our staff and thank both April and Trapper for their dedi-
cation to the students and the youth program! 

We Welcome our Interim Youth Director 



June Anniversaries: 
 
13 Ross and Gayle Brouwer 
14 Kevin and Darlene Roelofs 
17 Drew and Edith Ryder 
21 Chris and Edwina Lorensen 
23 Brian and Kari Van Eps 
25 Curt and Jodi Marcus 
 Barry and Karen Lefever 
  
 

July Anniversaries: 
 
1      Curt and Shirley Jensen 
      Jeff and Tammy Vanderhooft 
16      Vern and Bea Kleinhuizen 
       
 

      
  

  
June Birthdays: 
 
11  Ross Brouwer 
   Renae Kleinhuizen 
12 Mel Hillenbrand-86th 
 Tom Leenstra 
 Kyle Stulen 
 Simon Brouwer 
17 Margaret Negen—85th 
18 Cindy Groen 
 David Vanderhooft 
20 Colleen Kamstra 
25 Joanne VerSteeg 
 Karen Lefever 
26 Melanie Pavelko 
  

 
July Birthdays: 
 
  2     Bruce Mulder 
  5     Bob VerSteeg 
  7     Dave Marcus 
11   Carol Chapman 
13    Rod Iedema 
15    Laura Kamstra 
17    Stan Green 
   

June 11 
CCS 

CR World Missions 
Great Commission Utah 

Safe Avenues 
 

July 9  
CMCS 

The Fortress 
World Renew-DRS 
Calvin Seminary 

 

Birthdays 

2nd Sunday Offering Schedule 

Anniversaries 
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Worship Events 

June 18: We will be celebrating the 
Profession of Faith of: 

Ethan Bos, Reagan Bos, Makenna 
Brouwer, Simon Brouwer, Jayden 
Dierenfeld, Eleanor Ryder and Mi-
chael Vanderhooft. 

We will also be meeting in the 
evening for Fresh Encounters at 
6:00 pm.   

 

Directory Update 

The pictorial directory up-
dates will be distributed by 
the end of July after the new 
Elders and Deacons are in-
stalled and committee as-
signments have been made. 

If you would like to change 
or add your family’s picture 
or need to update your con-
tact information, please call 
Renae in the office by July 
14 at 235-3060 or email: 
willmarcrc@gmail.com by the 
end of June. 
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Our Church Family –Graduations 

 

 

  

 

Congratulations to Logan TeBrake on his  
graduation from CMCS on May 26, 2017. 

 
Favorites: Color: Green, Food: Bacon Cheese-
burger and Fries, Song: Ode to Sleep by 21 
Pilots 
 
Memories: Going to Haiti with his family to 
pick up his 2 adopted sisters. While growing 
up he broke his arm twice. 
 
Advice to underclassmen: Enjoy your high 
school years while they last. 
  
Plans: Attend Ridgewater College for Network 
Administration and hopes to get a job as a 
Computer Administrator or Technology Direc-
tor for a business. 

       

  

 

 

Congratulations to Hannah Vanderhooft on 
her graduation from CMCS on May 26, 2017. 
 
Favorites: Color: Maroon, Food: Pasta,  and 
Reliant K and Ben Rector songs. 
 
Memories: Going to Haiti, School theatre pro-
ductions, traveling to see cousins and family.  
 
Advice to Underclassmen:  Be yourself. Be 
Unique. Be confident. Take History Topics. 
 
Plans: She will be on a full time CTI team 
starting in August and travelling with them 
for a year. After that she will most likely be 
attending Calvin College. She hopes some 
day to be working as a stage manager on 
Broadway. 
 

Hannah Vanderhooft Logan TeBrake 

Nathan Ryder graduated from Dordt College on May 5  with a Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics 
with minors in Statistics and Chemistry.  He’s working as a research assistant for Dr. Nathan 
Tintle (Dordt College Statistics) and Dr. Jesse Poland (Kansas State University Genetics).  He’s 
part of a team developing methods and software to map plant genes with function.  At the end 
of August, his research internship will end and he will hopefully have found a more permanent 
job within the field of Statistics, Mathematics, or Chemistry.  I would like to go to graduate 
school, but I am still deciding which field to pursue a degree in.  I appreciate any and all prayers 
for guidance and hope that I may find a place where I can express daily the love of the Lord my 
God.   
 
Tyler Wieberdink graduated from Bethel College on May 27 with a BA in Business, Marketing 
and Financing. He will be starting his employment in September as a Senior Analyst with Optum 
in Eden Prairie, MN.  



In Memory 
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Lyla Mae Hoogeveen was born 
October 6, 1946, in 
Kerkhoven, Minnesota, the 
daughter of Henry and Frieda 
(Wubben) Hillers. She grew up 
in the Kerkhoven community, 
was baptized and professed 

her faith at Bunde Christian Reformed Church, and received 
her education at the local country school and later 
Kerkhoven High School, graduating in 1964. She began her 
employment at Willmar Poultry Company. On June 11, 
1969, she married Willis Hoogeveen and made their home 
in Willmar. Lyla stayed home to raise their children before 
returning to work as a bookkeeper and rental manager for 
the North Creek Group for 26 years. 
 
Lyla was a member of Rock of Life Christian Reformed 
Church and was involved in various Bible studies. She was a 
46 year member of her neighborhood's "Birthday Club". 
She looked forward to a weekly Wednesday lunch date with 
dear friends. She enjoyed birdwatching, flowers, reading, 
and being with family, especially their annual summer trip 
to the Spartz' family cabin in Park Rapids. She was a great 
prayer warrior and wrote many encouraging notes to those 
in need. 
 
She is survived by her husband, Willis of Willmar; three chil-
dren, Darci (and Todd) Post of Prinsburg, Robb (and Sara) 
Hoogeveen of Montevideo, and Rick (and Shelley) Hoogev-
een of Sioux Falls, SD; eight grandchildren, Lisa (and Bryce) 
Veldkamp, Anna Post, Levi Post, Jonathan (and Jaycee) 
Hoogeveen, Isaac Hoogeveen, Blake Hoogeveen, Trevor 
Hoogeveen, and Alyssa Hoogeveen; a great-granddaughter, 
Erin Hoogeveen; a brother, Stanley (and Karen) Hillers of 
Raymond; a sister, Emma Bonnema of Raymond; a sister-in-
law, Esther Hillers; and other relatives and friends. 
She was preceded in death by her parents; three brothers, 
Theodore, Calvin, and Gordon; and a stillborn great-
grandson, Wyatt Adam Veldkamp. 
 

Lyla Mae 
Hoogeveen 
October 6, 1947- 

May 29, 2017 

  

Staying spiritually fit 

Prayer is like exercise: Neither is an end in itself. 
Just as exercise is intended to make us physically fit 
by strengthening our muscles so we can manage 
more activity, engaging in prayer leads to more 
prayer. The harder one works at exercise, the great-
er the results. But if we give up the routine, the 
results won’t hold. The same goes for prayer.  
 
Writes Rev. Kate Braestrup in Beginner’s 
Grace (Atria Books), “There will be no moment — in 
this life, anyway — when I will be able to say, 
‘That’s it! I’ve prayed, and the prayers have paid 
off: I’m a fully conscious, totally grateful, and un-
stintingly generous person. I can just start stuffing 
myself as soon as the plate hits the table.”  
 
Rather, she notes, “The more you give, the more 
you will be able to give; the more you receive, the 
more you will be willing to receive; and the more 
you pray, the more you can … pray.”  

Join us on June 18 at 6:00 pm for “Fresh 
Ecnounters” as we seek the Face of God together in 
prayer. 

Prayer Corner 

Remember in Prayer: 

Our Shut-ins: 

Carol Faber 

Martha Kiel 

Hilda Nieuwbeerta 

Jean Rolighed 

Marilyn Rusthoven 

Henrietta Tanner 

Doward and Sylvia Visser 

 

Our Serviceman 

Jacob Lefever 
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If we refuse to belong, to commit ourselves to the local 
church because we are not comfortable with it; what 
does it say about us? If we are for Christ, and take the 
Word of God seriously, I believe that Christians need to 
be members of a local church where the gospel is pro-
claimed weekly. In addition to the covenants we hear in 
Hebrews 10 these words; 

24 
And let us consider how we may spur one another 

on toward love and good deeds, 
25 

not giving up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 
but encouraging one another—and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching. (NIV) 
 

The commitment (covenant) part of joining the church 
is to encourage one another to a higher standard of 
faithful living. Without the commitment to one another 

that comes with membership; we are free to do as we 
want, when we want and how we want. Being a mem-
ber is a public declaration that I belong to the body of 
Christ and represent HIM here on earth. It’s a state-
ment that you are willing to be accountable to a group 
of people seeking to live out God’s kingdom here and 
now. We have an opportunity to practice with each oth-
er the command to be Christ to the world and to each 
other.  
  
As Christians we cannot stand alone. Christ calls his 
church the BODY, which needs all of its parts to func-
tion. So, as we are committed to a relationship with 
Christ, we are committed to relationships with each 
other and all that it brings with it. —Pastor Jeff 

   

The Body  (Cont from pg 1) 



Notable Quotes 
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For fun 

Feeling footloose and frisky, a featherbrained fellow 

forced his fond father to fork over the farthings and 

flew far to foreign fields and frittered his fortune, 

feasting fabulously with faithless friends.  

 

Fleeced by his fellows in folly and facing famine, the 

fellow floundered as a feed-flinger in a filthy farm. 

Fairly famished, he fain would have filled his frame 

with foraged food from fodder fragments. “Fooey, 

my father’s flunkies fare far finer!”  

 

The frazzled fugitive forlornly fumbled, frankly fac-

ing facts. He fled forthwith to his family. Falling at 

his father’s feet, he forlornly fumbled, “Father, I’ve 

fruitlessly forfeited family favor.”  

 

The farsighted father, forestalling further flinching, 

frantically flagged his flunkies to fetch a fatling from 

the flock and fix a feast. The fugitive’s fault-finding 

brother frowned on fickle forgiveness of the former 

folderol. But the faithful father figured, “Filial fideli-

ty is fine, but the fugitive is found! What forbids fer-

vent festivity? Let flags be unfurled! Let fanfares 

flair!” —The Treasury of Good Clean Church Jokes  

The best Father 
Unlike an earthly prince, God didn’t take a 

high-and-mighty title, notes 17th-century 

British preacher Thomas Watson. Instead, 

God calls himself Father to encourage us to 

pray to him.  

 

But God isn’t just any father. Watson offers 

these reasons why God is “the best Fa-

ther”:  

 

• He is the most ancient (Daniel 7:9).  

• He is perfect (Matthew 5:48).  

• He is the wisest (Romans 16:27).  

• He is the most loving (Zephaniah 3:17;     

1 John 4:16).  

• He has unsearchable riches (Ephesians 

3:8).  

• He can reform his children (Acts 9:11).  

• He never dies (1 Timothy 6:16; Revelation 

1:8).  

The turtle on the post 

Two retired men met for dinner one evening. They began to 

talk about the influence their fathers had on them. One man, 

Ev, recalled that every time something went wrong his father 

would remark, "Well, remember the turtle on the post," then 

the father would walk away. Ev did not pay much attention to 

what the father was communicating. However, when Ev was a 

college student and a bit more mature and prone to listen to 

his father, he heard his dad make the statement again. 

"Remember the turtle on the post." Then the father turned and 

started to walk away.  

 

It was then that Ev stopped him, "Well, Dad," he said, "what 

about the turtle on the post? You always say that and walk 

away. What do you mean?"  

 

The father looked at the young man and said, "Do you know 

how the turtle got up on the post?"  

 

"No," answered Ev.  

 

"No?" replied the father, "Well, he had help."-Charles Ferrell 
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Kid’s Corner 

Willmar CRC Statements 
Purpose Statement 

Worship 
God in obedience to His Word 

Equip 
God’s people to do His work 

Proclaim 
God’s love and grace to His World 

II Timothy 3:16&17 

Values Statement 
Loving 

God above all, and our neighbors as ourselves 
Praying 

in all circumstances because God controls our ministry 
Preaching 

and teaching from God’s Word, the Holy Bible 
Giving 

of our time, gifts and money which are blessings from God 
Seeking 

the Lord’s will and direction in everything we do 
Helping 

others to find and follow Jesus. 
Ephesians 4:1b-2 

Vision Statement 
Reaching Up 

to God as we listen for His voice in our prayers of thanks,   
confession and praise. 

Reaching In 
becoming more Christlike, clothed with  

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness,  
patience and forgiveness 

Reaching Out 
Boldly through the power of the Holy Spirit, with words and deed,                               

in our Community and worldwide. 

 

The “Trinitarian formula” occurs only once in the Bible. 

In which New Testament book do we read “in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit,” and who said these words?  

 

A. Romans; Paul  

B. 1 Peter; Simon Peter  

C. The Acts of the Apostles; Luke  

D. Matthew; Jesus  

 

 

Acts 17 describes Paul speaking about God to the people 

of Athens in front of — incredibly! — a site that still ex-

ists. What is that site?  

 

A. The Panathenaic Stadium  

B. The Areopagus  

C. The Acropolis and the Parthenon  

D. The Temple of Hephaestus  

 

 

Answer: D (See Matthew 28:19.)  

Answer: B (See Acts 17:22.)  


