
the Holy Spirit. It inspires me to 
strive to press into God so that I 
can live making the most of every 
opportunity. 

One more thought – I’ve have 
said a lot about prayer in both 
sermons and newsletters. I was a 
part of discussion a few weeks 
ago about prayer and one of my 
colleagues made the comment 
that to pray seeking the face of 
God requires purity. So purity al-
lows prayer that seeks the face of 
God. What does this mean? It’s 
not that we make ourselves pure 
– but rather we have been 
cleansed by Christ who, if we 
confess our sins is faithful and 
just to forgive us. Perhaps if 
you’re experiencing a very pale 
spiritual life, you may need to do 
some repenting with the Lord in 
order to be able to enter his pres-
ence and seek his face. 

Blessings—Pastor Jeff 

Having presented on sabbatical 
has induced some measure of 
introspection in me during this 
last week.  As I look back on time 
for reading the bible devotionally, 
time for reflection, the making 
and keeping of friendships; I see 
that further contemplation is in 
order. 

First, we can’t do life alone. We 
need each other. We need our 
families. We need our church 
families. We need our friends. 
We need people in our lives that 
are willing to have our back. We 
need people who are willing to 
support us, accept us and love 
us. But even more, to have peo-
ple who are willing to do life with 
us. By this I mean those who love 
us not only when life is going 
good, but are there in the dark 
valleys of life, when the broken-
ness of life is overwhelming. We 
all need people that are more 
than just friends but are present 
in the mess. 

Also, as I consider our time on 
sabbatical, I’m struck by the reali-
ty that God has everything in his 
hands. The time in Cyprus has 
more than convinced me of this 
fact. All I had to do was look at 
what was before me; buildings – 
some well over a thousand years 
old, and realize that God was 
God then and is still now. As I 
looked at the work of John and 
Lori, in a land where the gospel is 

literally not welcome, people are 
hungry and searching for truth, 
where the truth is made to be evil 
and evil is made to be truth. Peo-
ple are starving for The Truth. 

We tend to take truth for granted 
in our society. We all think we 
know what it is, even in spite of 
the fact we often hear the words 
“fake news.” Yet, here, we are 
rarely hungry enough to seek it 
out from the one true source, the 
Word of God. Rarely are we hun-
gry, rarely are we upset by injus-
tice or lack thereof. So long as 
our comfort and routines are not 
disturbed, we are not disturbed 
by much. 

We are more often concerned 
about ourselves than we are with 
the truth Jesus spoke- to love 
God and love others. This, sadly, 
is true all over the world. Yet, 
when we take the truth seriously 
and apply it to ourselves some-
thing powerful happens. We 
begin to see the world and the 
people in it the way our heavenly 
Father sees the world.  

I think this begins with prayer that 
seeks the face of God. In our 
time with John and Lori, we 
prayed for, over and about many 
things. It was incredible to wit-
ness. And they did it in the natu-
ral ebb and flow of the day, view-
ing daily life as the opportunity to 
share the gospel. This is all done 
by the leading and the power of 
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There is no one holy like the LORD;  

There is no one besides you;  
There is no Rock like our God. —1 Samuel 2:2 



July Anniversaries 

 

1  Curt and Shirley Jensen 

  Jeff and Tammy Vanderhooft-30th!! 

12   Win Ner and Deanna Jacobson  

21  Travis and Becky Berry 

24  Kendall and Traci Bos 

29 Bill and Christina Jurgenson 

31 Jeff and Denise Dierenfeld  

 

July Birthdays 

 

 2 Bruce Mulder 

4 Becky Berry 

5 Bob VerSteeg 

7 David Marcus 

11 Carol Chapman 

  Win Ner Jacobson 

13 Rod Iedema 

15 Laura Kamstra 

17 Stan Green 

20 Todd Kleinhuizen 

21 Jack Kreps-94th! 

 Alexi Marcus 

22 Lydia Berry 

 

28 Roger Huisken 

30 Larry Stulen 

 

August Birthdays 

 

1 Deadre Van Niejenhuis 

3 Vern Kleinhuizen-89th! 

4 Alvina Noordmans 

6 Kelsey Leenstra 

9 Tom Radke 

10 Barb Liedman 

 Kailey VanEps 

11  Pastor Jeff 

 
 

 July 14 
CMCS 

The Fortress 
World Renew-DRS 
Calvin Seminary 

 
 

 August 11 
CCS 

Great Commission Utah 
Friendship 

Hope Haven 

Birthdays 

2nd Sunday 2nd Offering 

Anniversaries 
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Worship Events 

July 21: Fresh Encounters Prayer Service-
Join us at 4:30 pm as we seek the face of 
God through prayer, songs and scriptures. 

August 4: We thank Jesus, our Savior for 
his sacrifice and we will be celebrating 
Lord’s Supper in remembrance of Him.  We 
will also be taking a Love Offering for the 
Benevolent Fund.   

 

 

 

 

 

Directory Update 

The directory will be updated by 
the end of July/early August. If 
you need to update your con-
tact information, add an email 
or cell number, please call Re-
nae in the office at 235-3060 or 
email: willmarcrc@gmail.com by 
the end of July. 

August Anniversaries 

 

1  Dave and Verdelle Marcus 

10   Bill and Karen Leenstra 
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Giving Opportunity 

Lowell H. Breems died Sunday afternoon, May 19, 2019 at his home in 

Willmar at the age of 80. 

 

Lowell was born on January 20, 1939 in Prinsburg, Minnesota, the son of 

Alexander "Sam" and Henrietta (Swierenga) Breems. He grew up and re-

ceived his education in Prinsburg and then served in the Army Reserves from 

1956 - 1958. Lowell was united in marriage to Mary Thurston of Olivia on 

April 8, 1961. They were married for 58 years and made their home in 

Willmar. He made his career working at Welder's  Supply Company of 

Willmar. Lowell enjoyed hunting, fishing, Amateur Radio & Electronics, motor-

cycling and spending time with family and friends. 

 

Lowell is survived by his loving wife, Mary (Thurston) Breems, 3 children, Steven Breems of Minneapolis, 

Julie (Neil) Orlowski of Bloomington, and Craig Breems (Valerie Larson) of Brooklyn Center; 5 grandchil-

dren, Jessica (Pete) Anderson, Alexander Orlowski, Thomas Breems, Megan Orlowski and Sarah Breems; 

and great-grandchild, Kaelyn Rae Anderson; sisters, Dorothy Slagter of Willmar and Mardi (Tom) MacNal-

ly of Naples, FL.; brother, Charles (Barb) Breems of Blaine and an aunt, Helena Swierenga of Prinsburg, 

He is preceded in death by his parents Alexander (Sam) and Henrietta Breems. 

In Memory 

During the month of July, the Kandiyohi County Food Shelf has the privilege to receiving 

matching donations through Open Your Heart to the Hungry and Homeless. Here are some 

opportunities you can participate in to help the Food Shelf: 

 Monetary donations can be brought to the Food Shelf or to your church office 

 July 9 from 10 am to 2 pm: Shoe Bus at the Food Shelf; $2 for kid shoes and $5 for adult 

shoes.  

 July 13 from 7:30 am – 3:30 pm: Walt’s Car Wash Fundraiser; a percentage of sales and 

ALL tips will go to the Food Shelf.  

 July 18 at 5:30 pm: Annual “Pig Out” to Battle Hunger Fundraiser at Neer Park, New Lon-

don. Tickets are $25 and kids 12 & under are $5. Tickets available at the Food Shelf or 

through their website: www.kandiyohicountyfoodshelf.com.  

https://www.wctrib.com/obituaries/4615318-lowell-h-breems
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 Jr Cadets: 
 

JP Gadient:   

Fliers and Floaters 

First Aide 

Fishing 

Fire safety 

                     

Storm Bailey:  

Fliers and Floaters 

First Aide 

Fishing  

Fire Safety 

     

“RPB”  Recruit, Pathfinder, 

Builder : 
 

Carter Ruplinger:  

Creed 

Hand Power Tools 

Wood Working 

First Aids and Fire safety 

 

Lucas Riemersma: 

Creed 

Hand Power Tools 

Wood Working 

First Aide 

Fire Safety 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Logan Madsen: 

Hand Power Tools 

Creed 

Fire Safety  

Wood Working 

 

Roman Iedema: 

Hand Power Tools 

Creed 

Fire Safety  

Wood Working 

      

Zephaniah Bonnema: 

First Aide 

Wood Working 

Hand Power Tools 

Creed 

Fire safety 

 

Blake Kohls:   

Wood Working 

Hand Power Tools 

Creed 

Fire Safety 

First Aide 

         

Ethan Riemersma:  

Creed 

Wood Working 

Hand Power Tools 

Fire Safety 

First Aide 

 

 

Alex Marcus:  

Creed 

Wood working 

First Aide 

Fire Safety 

Hand Power Tools,  

 

 

Counselors:  

 

Tom Mikelson 

Bill Jurgenson 

Chris Gadient 

Aaron Bonnema 

Justin Riemersma 

 

New This Year : 

Shane Vanhove 

Adam Ruplinger 

 

 

GEMS and Cadets completed their season on May 8 with an 
Awards Night. The GEMS awards were published in the last news-
letter.  Below is a listing of the badges the Cadets earned.  We con-
gratulate the students for their work and participation and also 
thank the Counselors for their dedication throughout the year, they 
truly are a blessing.   

This year the GEMS and Cadets had the same theme “Be A Bless-
ing” based on this verse: And God is able to bless you abun-
dantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work.—2 Corinthians 9:8. 
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Prayer Corner 

“Put on” the armor with this prayer based on Paul’s exhortation in Ephesians 
6:10–18, using God’s Word, the sword of the Spirit, as we struggle, “not against 
flesh and blood, but against the powers of this dark world and against the spir-
itual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (v. 12) 

Equip me, Lord: 

With the belt of truth (v. 14). May your truth rule in my heart and be in my mind and 
on my lips today. 

With the breastplate of righteousness (v. 14). Apart from You there is no righteous-
ness, but through Jesus I have been “born again” and made righteous in Your sight. 
May I live as a righteous person. 

With feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the Gospel of peace(v. 15). 
May I reflect the Gospel in my words and actions, that through me, with my every en-
counter, others may be drawn one step closer to You. 

With the shield of faith (v.16). May I take You at Your word concerning promises 
about the present and future—promises of everlasting love, abun-
dant life, and so much more. 

With the helmet of salvation (v. 17). Remind me that nothing can 
separate me from Your love and that I’ve  been saved by grace. In 
Your grace, help me to say “no” to all ungodliness and worldly pas-
sions, and to live a self-controlled, upright, and godly life (Titus 
2:12,13). 

And with the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God (v. 17). May 
Your Holy Spirit reign in my life and bring to my mind just the right 
Bible verses to be in my heart and on my lips. May I be “filled with 
the Spirit” and ready with Scripture as You were, Jesus, when the 
devil tempted You. 

Finally, keep me in an attitude of prayer (v. 18). Remind me to 
“pray in the Spirit on all occasions.” Cause me to be alert and al-
ways praying for the saints; to be joyful and to give thanks in every-
thing (see 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). 

(https://www.navigators.org/resource/pray-armor-god/ ) 

Remember in Prayer: 
Our Shut-ins 

Gerri Hillenbrand 
Roger Huisken 

Curt and Shirley Jensen 
Martha Kiel 

Vern Kleinhuizen 
Viv Marcus 

Hilda Nieuwbeerta 
Jean Rolighed 

Gary Ruis 
Mae Ryks 

John TeBrake 
Doward and Sylvia Visser 

  
Our Servicemen 

Jacob Lefever 
Joe Pavelko 

  
Our College Students 
Ethan Bos-Ridgewater 

Makenna Brouwer-Bethel 
Jayden Dierenfeld-U of Sioux Falls 

Hannah Vanderhooft-Dordt 
  

Pray on the Armor of God 

https://www.bible.com/bible/1/EPH.6.10-18
https://www.bible.com/bible/1/EPH.6.10-18
https://www.bible.com/bible/1/EPH.6.12
https://www.bible.com/bible/1/EPH.6.14
https://www.bible.com/bible/1/EPH.6.14
https://www.bible.com/bible/1/EPH.6.15
https://www.bible.com/bible/1/EPH.6.16
https://www.bible.com/bible/1/EPH.6.17
https://www.bible.com/bible/1/TIT.2.12-13
https://www.bible.com/bible/1/TIT.2.12-13
https://www.bible.com/bible/1/EPH.6.17
https://www.bible.com/bible/1/EPH.6.18
https://www.bible.com/bible/1/1TH.5.16-18
https://www.navigators.org/resource/pray-armor-god/
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Great Commission Utah– Some Good News and Bad News 

 The Good News: A few days ago on June 21 we, like 
you, experienced the arrival of summer. It didn't seem 
like summer, it was 39 degrees here that morning, and 
friends from Steamboat, Colorado had snow on their 
deck. Warm temperatures are due here this week. 

     I am getting very close to a young man from the 
Crick, whom I will call George. He has a lot of needs. 
He never had a father who mentored him, his father 
was too busy with other important things. His father 
had many wives with 75 children besides George. 
George married a young lady from another group 
about three years ago. They have a little daughter who 
has severe brain damage. His wife is now pregnant. 
George is working hard to provide a living for their 
family. We hired George to help us with some work on 
our house a couple weeks ago. As we were working 
side by side, George asked if he could share some 
very personal things with me. He cried as he told me 
of some things he did in the past. With the help of an 
attorney friend we were able to help sort things out for 
George. When I told George I knew that many of his 
siblings had similar problems, he said, between sobs, 
"I thought I was the only one!" He called me back just 
to ask if I meant it when I said Dawn and I would walk 
life with him and his wife. He wants to know more 
about God. George, his wife, and young daughter 
came over again last week. He also is very much look-
ing forward to get together with me weekly. Please 
pray for this couple and for us as we lead them to 
get to know the Jesus of Bible.   

     James Wall has been coming to our home every 
Wednesday noon for an indepth Bible Study. James is 
the guy who I wrote about several weeks ago. He was 
part of the FLDS and was sent out of his home to be-
come a "lost boy" at only 14 years of age. He is now in 
his late 30's with very advanced cancer. I agreed to 
teach him about Christianity and the Bible, strictly from 
an academic point of view, of course. He has now 
agreed I can share from my heart. He is experiencing 
demonic attacks while reading and studying the Bible 
on his own. Our good friends Wayne and Pat Stutz-
man led Wayne's brother to the Lord shortly before he 
died. James saw the incredible peace that came over 
his brother. James desires that peace. Please pray 
that James will soon accept Jesus as well. 

     Tomorrow morning I will be putting my "restaurant 
theology" into practice as I will again have a $4.00 
Denny's breakfast with Tristan. We bought  a car from 
him about six months ago. He is in his early twenties, 
a successful car salesman, attending college full-time, 
supports his mother and is single with hopes of mar-
riage. His father has never been in the picture. He has 
had no male mentor in his life. He and I have become 
friends. He does not know the Lord -- yet. I gave him a 

new, very nice Life Application Bible. I am teaching 
him about the Bible, and mentoring him concerning 
life. Please pray for the Holy Spirit to work in the 
heart of Tristan, calling him to Jesus.   

     Now for some bad news from the Crick: 

     First off, there were two more young men from the 
Crick who were in their twenties who took their lives in 
the last couple of weeks. Please, join us in pray that 
there would be a revival in that community and we 
could reach many more people, soon! 

      Next, a few months back state and federal authori-
ties arrested two leaders of the Kingston polygamist 
group for bilking the federal government out of 
$411,000,000 in bio energy subsidies when they never 
produced one gallon of ethanol. The government now 
estimates the total amount of federal dollars that they 
got away with at one billion dollars. Their attorney has 
now filed with the courts asking that the fact that they 
are leaders of the Kingston polygamy cult cannot be 
submitted as information at the trial.  Please join us 
in prayer, asking God to bring justice to this situa-
tion and pray that the Lord of the Harvest will send 
more missionaries this way to begin reaching the 
Kingstons for Jesus. 

      Finally, the only two bi-racial kids in the Tabiona 
School District have been severely abused by adults 
in that community, in fact by authorities who should 
have been protecting the two kids. The kids' mother 
died some time ago and the father hasn't been in the 
picture. The children were placed under the guardian-
ship of grandpa and grandma. Grandpa died a short 
time ago. A few of the people of that town have now 
threatened to place physical harm to the 14 year old, 
similar to what happened to blacks in the south a 150 
years ago, unless they move out.  A sincere group of 
Christians have now surrounded the grandma and the 
boys hoping to get them moved out of Tabiona and 
into a safe place here in Salt Lake! Join us in pray, 
ask that they will be able to move out of harms 
way immediately!!!!!! Pray too for justice as the 
NAACP is stepping in to help. 

 

In His service, 

Marion "Mike" Menning 

Great Commission Utah 
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A Guide for Giving 

I” do not believe one can settle how much we ought to 
give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than 
we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on com-
forts, luxuries, amusements, etc. is up to the standard 
common among those with the same income as our own, 
we are probably giving away too little. If our charities do 
not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say they are too 
small. There ought to be things we should like to do and 
cannot do because our charitable expenditures exclude 
them. —C.S. Lewis 

 “No one has ever become poor by giving.” ―Anne Frank 

 
 “Remember that the happiest people are not those get-
ting more, but those giving more.” ―H. Jackson Brown Jr. 

 “We make a living by what we get. We make a life by 
what we give.” ―Winston S. Churchill 

 “No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens 
of another.” ―Charles Dickens 

 

On the lighter side 

 A little girl asked her mother, "Where did people 
come from?" 
 
Her mother answered, "God made Adam and Eve and 
they had children and that's how all mankind was 
made." 

A couple of days later she asked her father the same 
question. 

The father answered, "Many years ago there were 
monkeys, which the human race evolved from." 

The confused little girl returned to her mother and 
said, "Mommy, how is it possible that you told me 
that we were created by God, and Daddy said we 
came from monkeys?" 

The mother answered, "Well, dear, it is very simple. I 
told you about my side of the family and your father 
told you about his." 

      

Today was bittersweet. My last day of my first year (semester) of teaching ever. My last day with my 4th graders. My 
last chance to leave an impact on them since unfortunately, I might not ever see them again. In order to hopefully 
leave an impression on them that would last a lifetime, I went to the bank last night and asked for the most crisp, with-
out flaw, never been folded $100 bill they had. I would be using that $100 bill today in my final lesson of the semester. 
After our awards ceremony this morning, we returned to my classroom where I delivered my final lesson for this school 
year. 
 
I took the $100 bill out of my wallet, held it up, and asked the class to tell me what it was. Obviously they knew what it 
was, who wouldn’t? I then asked them how much it was worth, to which they responded, “$100!” I began to explain 
how $100 is a lot of money, no matter how rich or poor you are in this world. I then asked them who wanted the $100. 
14/14 students raised their hands before I could even finish the sentence. 
 
The next part of my lesson required me to explain how a simple $100 bill can be related to our lives. I explained that 
this perfect $100 bill is like all of us when we’re born. No flaws, no imperfections, no negative thoughts being thrown at 
us by others. I had the students pass the $100 bill around and share something mean someone has said or done to 
them and how it made them feel using the $100 bill as visualization. If it was something minor, they’d fold it maybe 
once, if it was something more hurtful they’d maybe fold it a couple of times. 
 
At the end, when all students were done sharing, I looked at the $100 bill (now crumpled, folded to what looked to be 
a million times) and held it up again. I asked my class “How much is it worth now?” They replied, “$100 still”. I asked, 
“Who wants it?” Again, 14/14 hands flew up. So I asked “Why? It’s all crumpled, folded, and it doesn’t even look like a 
$100 bill anymore.” I explained to them that no matter what anyone, or this world says about you, your abilities, your 
worth, your value or your flaws, you’re still worth something. The same as you’ve always been worth. 

I ended my final lesson by saying this, “What you say and do to people matters. You may not see it, but I can promise 
you it matters. No matter how many times this $100 bill was folded or crumpled up, it’s still worth $100. It’ll still spend 
the exact same as to when it was brand new, with no folds or imperfections. That’s the same with all of you. You’re all 
still very valuable. My task for you is to find someone around you who doesn’t feel so valuable, pass on this lesson I’ve 
taught you, and be the difference. Be the difference you wanna see in this world. Be hope to those whose lives are far 
from easy.—-”Kirkland Babin, teacher at Ellinwood Grade School, KS 

http://www.success.com/blog/5-happiness-habits-of-successful-people
http://www.success.com/article/if-you-want-to-win-help-others-win-first
http://www.success.com/article/if-you-want-to-win-help-others-win-first
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100004274911184&__tn__=lCH-R&eid=ARBkIUwFyvYVDlVu47LCAfIQJi2gyiYWxfbMvOOTg7Qw7KHe6JnULJhoUJN_RimJuopwEh0G7LwUR8Sl&hc_ref=ARTCBUgNjD3cqoatGXeEhzkx-E0s6I27wbFVjfJgFzRjeVCk8QuPjXly8fVMisXCoKc&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCqFABGebk2
https://www.facebook.com/ellinwoodgradeschool/?__tn__=kCH-R&eid=ARC9nU_DRAsZtFBYpLj1FCD0NfMn2XLF0RS-VfAdQjyasmOk0MSfrQ9R2OGG6bFdHRaKXWvpDxZYVJj_&hc_ref=ARTCBUgNjD3cqoatGXeEhzkx-E0s6I27wbFVjfJgFzRjeVCk8QuPjXly8fVMisXCoKc&fref=tag&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCqFABGebk2
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 Rock of Life CRC Staff 
Pastor 

Rev. Jeff Vanderhooft 
rev.van@gmail.com 

320-222-3387 
  

Director of Youth Ministries 
 Travis Berry 

berrytc44@gmail.com 
  

Director of Music Ministry 
Heather Ruplinger 

ahruplinger@hotmai.com 
  

Office  
Renae Kleinhuizen  

willmarcrc@gmail.com 
  

Custodian                                                                              
Barb Leenstra 

tbleenstra@hotmail.com 
320-222-1098 

  

Kid’s Corner 

Willmar CRC Statements 
Purpose Statement 

Worship 
God in obedience to His Word 

Equip 
God’s people to do His work 

Proclaim 
God’s love and grace to His World 

II Timothy 3:16&17 

Values Statement 
Loving 

God above all, and our neighbors as ourselves 
Praying 

in all circumstances because God controls our ministry 
Preaching 

and teaching from God’s Word, the Holy Bible 
Giving 

of our time, gifts and money which are blessings from God 
Seeking 

the Lord’s will and direction in everything we do 
Helping 

others to find and follow Jesus. 
Ephesians 4:1b-2 

Vision Statement 
Reaching Up 

to God as we listen for His voice in our prayers of thanks,   
confession and praise. 

Reaching In 
becoming more Christ like, clothed with  

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness,  
patience and forgiveness 

Reaching Out 
Boldly through the power of the Holy Spirit, with words and deed,                               

in our Community and worldwide. 
Colossians 3:12-14 

All to the Glory of God 

 

1) During Israel’s 40-year sojourn in the desert, 
where did the Lord turn bitter water sweet so the 
people could drink it?  
A. Egypt  
B. Mt. Sinai  
C. Canaan  
D. Marah  
 
2) At the burning bush, Moses asks God’s name. 
What is God’s answer?  
A. The Lord  
B. I AM  
C. The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob  
D. All of the above  
 
3) About two months after leaving Egypt, the Israel-
ites were suffering from severe hunger. They grum-
bled against Moses and wished they had stayed in 
Egypt. But the Lord sent quail and manna for them 

to eat. Where did this happen? 
 A. The desert of Sin 
 B. The desert of Shur 
 C. The desert of Moab 
 D. The desert of Elim 
 
 

 
Answers: 1) D (See Exodus 3:14-15.)  2) D (See 
Exodus 15:22-25)3) A See Exodus 16:1   


