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Share n Care 

There is no one holy like the LORD;  

There is no one besides you;  

There is no Rock like our God. —1 Samuel 

The destructive, brutal 
Israeli/ Palestinian conflict 
rightfully disturbs us. Thus, 
how did it begin, and how is it 
to end? 

Some see it beginning 
with Hamas' October 7

th
 dead-

ly attack on Israel. Others, 
knowledgeable about the re-
gion's history, point to the over 
60 simmering years of repres-
sive Israeli occupation of Ga-
za and the West Bank, treat-
ing with disdain its citizens as 
marginalized, 2

nd
 Class, un-

wanted people. Ultimately, 
it's been about who is in con-
trol of the region. 

We'd like the conflict to 
cease, especially the heart-
breaking, human suffering 
part. Some of us may wish 
we had a strong, authoritari-
an leader who would stop the 
conflict between Israel and 
Hamas. But what could be 
more effective, in the long-
run, is a recognition (by all 
sides) for the need of com-
promise toward a biblical so-
lution of peacefully living to-
gether---rather than the par-
ties holding hostile, adversar-
ial positions toward one an-
other. (Perhaps a bit of an 
exception is the minority of 
Muslim Arabs who are citi-
zens of Israel.) 

Believing that God is sov-
ereign does not excuse us to 
wait to see how things will play 
out. He's called us to be co-

laborers with Him in "Kingdom 
building work" --- not persons 
working to build their own 
"kingdoms".  So, what does 
that look like in the current 
Mid-east context? 

The first concern for us as 
Christians is to pray. And, 
then, we're to be "listening" for 
the leading of the Holy Spirit 
within each of us. 

U.S.  President, Joe Biden, 
favors supporting the old idea 
(after Hamas is eliminated) of 
a "two- state" solution to finally 
become implemented: Israel 
and Palestine. For decades, 
however, that idea has not 
gained acceptance because of 
its distasteful complexity. Isra-
el wants to remain in control of 
Gaza to "assure" its own secu-
rity. But that's not been really 
successful. So, how is peace 
to be obtained? 

There are some thoughtful, 
compassionate people of faith 
(Jew, Christian, Muslim) who 
currently are individually in 
dialogue with one another, 
granting dignity and respect to 
one another, and being willing 
to civilly agree to disagree as 
appropriate. From my per-
spective, that approach to 
challenging issues is a New 
Testament stance. 

It is long over-due that we 
begin to employ what Jesus 
has taught us, rather than 
doggedly continue with the 
limited vision and wisdom of 

the world. For example, to 
follow the Old Testament ad-
monition of "an eye for eye 
and a tooth for tooth"

1
 ap-

pears to perpetuate venge-
ance. But vengeance is only 
a prerogative of the Lord.

2
 

Scriptures teach that God 
has created all human beings 
to be accorded respect, dig-
nity, and compassion.

3
 That 

we are to love our enemies
4
 

and that as followers of God, 
we are to live humbly, do what 
is right, aiming toward jus-
tice.

5
 Having tried everything 

else, and seen what has re-
sulted, it's long over-due to 
now approach our pressing 
challenges, biblically. 

In that vein, it appears to 
me that a contemporary, his-
torical Jewish scholar, Profes-
sor Avi Schlaim, has an an-
swer to be seriously consid-
ered ... a "one-state solution", 
providing the above biblical 
principles are accepted. Isra-
el would no longer be consid-
ered a Jewish state, that gen-
uine compromises would 
need to be made (by both 
sides of the Mid-east conflict) 
and that Israel and Palestine 
would become one State, 
democratically ruled. All resi-
dents would have a say and 
effective representation in a 
new democracy.   
   
(Cont. on pg 4) 

(

One-State Solution by Charles Miller 



February 
8 Gordon and Lois Bos 
 

January 14 
CMCS 
World Renew-AIDS Relief 
The Fortress 
Calvin Theological Seminary 
 
February 11 
CCS 
Youth Unlimited 
Holding Out HELP 
Hope Haven 

Birthdays 

2nd Sunday Offering  

Anniversaries 
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January 21 
You are invited by the VandenEinde family 
after the service for coffee and cupcakes 
and help Bob celebrate his 80th Birthday 
 
January 28 
Keep your calendars open for our Annual 
Congregational Budget Meeting after the 
service. 
 
 

Events 

          
January  
7  Linda Mikelson 
        Chris Lorensen 
8  Jan Kleinhuizen 
9 Kathy Brower 
  Brenda Bergsma 
11  Burton Ulferts 
12 Henry Green 
13 Isaiah Iedema 
15  Duane Noordmans 
18 Bob Vanden Einde-80th 
        Tom Mikelson 
23   Hailey Jurgenson 
24   Joe Pavelko 
        Makenna Brouwer 
25  Jazmyn Lefever 
27 Gerri Hillenbrand—90th 

28 Anna Marcus 
       Eleanor Ryder 
31 Kathryn Mach 
 
February 
3 Sandy Moorlag 
7 Lois Bos 
8 Kevin Faber          
9 Malachi Jacobson  
16 Barry Lefever 
 Corey Pavelko 
18 Deb Kleinhuizen 
19 Wes Wieberdink 
20 Maria Iedema 
28 Herm VanNiejenhuis 
       Pauline Sankey 
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  Shirley Jensen  

 1-25-1935-12-18-2023 

Shirley Lorraine Jensen, age 88, of Spring Park and formerly of Willmar, 
passed away Monday, December 18, after a brief illness.  Visitation will begin 
at 11:00 a.m. followed by her celebration of life service at 12:30 p.m. on Sat-
urday, December 23, at Peterson Brothers Funeral Home in Willmar.  Inter-

ment will be at Fairview Cemetery.  A celebration of life will also take place at Lake Minnetonka Shores 
in Spring Park in the near future.  Arrangements are entrusted to the Peterson Brothers Funeral 
Home.  ww.petersonbrothers.com. 

Shirley was born on January 25, 1935, to Pete and Lena Marcus.  Shirley grew up on the family farm 
near Prinsburg and enjoyed her farm life.  She was very active in 4H showing her Angus at the MN State 
Fair at the age of 15.  Shirley graduated from Clara City High School in 1952 where her Motto recorded 
in the yearbook was “Variety is the spice of life – don’t try one, try them all.”  And boy did she live out 
this Motto in her life to the fullest.  After graduation Shirley went off to the Twin Cities to work for the 
phone company. 

On July 1, 1961, Shirley married Curtis "Curt" Jensen at the First Christian Reformed Church in Prins-
burg.  Soon thereafter Curt and Shirley became founding members of the Willmar Christian Reformed 
Church, now Rock of Life.  They were very active members there, as Shirley taught Sunday school, 
Gems, and led a Friendship class.  

Curt and Shirley enjoyed more than 59 years of marriage.  They loved their life of travel to places like 
Hawaii, Nashville, Florida, and many other locations.  They also enjoyed plenty of time spent with their 
family at their cabin on Lake Florida.  Shirley loved baking and being outside gardening or sprucing up 
the yard.  Shirley spent many years as a daycare mother, loving and nurturing many small children.  In 
1981, Shirley started to work for the Willmar Public Schools as the Offset Operator.  At this time, she 
also began to sell tickets for all of the Willmar High School Activities.  She loved doing this as she was 
able to meet so many people.  She was known around town as the “ticket lady.”  She retired from the 
school system in 1996 but continued to sell tickets into her 80s. 

After Curt passed away on September 26, 2020, Shirley moved onto the lake at Lake Minnetonka 
Shores in Spring Park, MN. She enjoyed a full life there participating in bingo, art class, choir, church, 
and many festive parties, as well as boating and fishing on Lake Minnetonka.  She was sure not to miss 
one activity, it was tough for her family to keep up with her!  She enjoyed many friendships with resi-
dents and staff that became family to her.  Shirley loved life and lived it to the fullest.  She was someone 
that we all admired. She will be greatly missed by her family and friends.  The family wishes to say a spe-
cial thank you to Lake Minnetonka Shores for all the love and care they provided her.  

She is survived by two sons, Jeff (Jane) Jensen of Willmar and Dan (Julianne Amendola) Jensen of 
Phelps Island-Lake Minnetonka; one daughter, Sandi (Dave) VandenEinde of Independence and their 
two daughters, Emma and Abbie VandenEinde.  She is also survived by one brother, Carl (Shirley) Mar-
cus of Willmar; and her brother-in-law, Bob Moore of Rapid City, South Dakota, besides many other 
relatives and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Curt; her brother, Dale and his wife, Audrey; 
and her sister, Rachel Moore. 

In Memory 

http://ww.petersonbrothers.com/
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With everything else having failed over the years, it seems to me a really different, new course is 
called for ... requiring genuine reconciliation and significant time for it to be achieved. Would it not be 
similar to the United States, having gone through a costly civil war, now attempting to achieve an integra-
tion where all racial groups are treated with respect and dignity? 

As Professor Schlaim has acknowledged, this "transformation" will not come quickly, but it ap-
pears to me to be well worth praying for and working toward ... in these otherwise unproductive, divisive 
time. Thus, be intentionally open to the Holy Spirit's leading in our lives --- including possibly informing 
our governmental representatives as to where we stand on this significant, international issue. 

# # # 

1
Ex. 21. 23-25 

2
Rom.12.17-19 

3
 Gen. 1. 26-27; Rom. 9. 36  

4
 Mt. 5. 43-44

5
 Mic. 6. 7-8 

One-State Solution (Cont from pg1) 

Ministry Update 

A story of Alina and Arthem from Bachmut area. 

We can’t forget, we can’t return 

On February 24th 2022 at 6 am a loud explosion 
woke us up and our life changed forever. The war 
started. For a whole year we all slept in the hallway 
on the floor. Why didn’t you evacuate earlier? This 
question we have been asked many times.  

The volunteers thought we are a dysfunctional 
family, but when they got to know us they realized 
we are a normal family, just had no place to go.  

For over a year we have lived in daily agony. My 
husband did not want to leave, he was trying to 
talk me into leaving with the children but we are 
one family and only together we can overcome the 
difficulties. From a distance it is difficult to support 
each other. And we knew that whenever our foot 
will step outside of our home, we would become 
homeless people.  

Many have left everything and fled. Volunteers 
were gladly offering to help and bring people to 
Dnipro or another city - and then what? It’s scary to 
step into the unknown and be left with two children 
without anything. So we waited. The bombing and 
explosions continued. New year’s Eve we spent at 
home wishing that 2023 would be more peaceful 
and we could stay in our house. But things got only 
worse.  

In February the shooting intensified; we decided to 
stay in the basement. After spending there 10 days 
due to circumstances we moved to people we 
knew, leaving mother and mother-in-law at our 
house. A few days later fierce shooting destroyed 
much around our house, our doors were ripped out 
and roof was damaged. Our 8-year-old dog, which 
we loved, was killed. After this event my mother-in-

law fell ill and we have contacted Sasha, the volun-
teer, who came on the same day and picked her 
up. My mother stayed back with us.  

Things worsened. Soon there was no electricity, 
gas, water, but it didn’t scare us. We cooked on 
the wood stove, melted snow, collected rainwater 
for bathing and laundry and set in the hallway dur-
ing the shooting. One day our neighbor’s house 
was hit, our house was only hit by flying debris. It 
got extremely difficult when the shootings continue 
day and night. The last night in our house my hus-
band and I were lying on the floor in the hallway 
holding hands and starring at the ceiling, as we 
listened to the sound of rockets flying over our roof 
all night. This was the breaking point, we decided it 
is time to leave. Again, we called Sasha and the 
next day she came and picked us up, leaving eve-
rything behind.  

When we arrived in Druzhkovka church and put 
our 2 year old child in bed, she crawled out and 
laid on the floor. She didn’t understand that the 
bed is for sleeping, because for more then a year 
she slept on the floor.  

After our departure the neighbor’s house was hit 
and the neighbors were killed. We were greatly 
helped by Sasha and Vitaliy and other volunteers 
with lodging, food, clothing and documentation. For 
more than one year I was not able to go for a walk 
with my child. To be able to do this was my dream 
and my prayer. This dream was fulfilled when we 
were given a place to live, an apartment in Sherb-
inovka village. It became our new home. One more 
dream remains: we are wishing for peace and one 
day the ability to return home. It is true “there is no 
place like home!” —Alina and Arthem 

(https://www.facebook.com/littlelambsministry) 



Prayer Corner 
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How can we pray for those in the war zone? As we look around the world there are several 
areas in conflict. As believers we can best help with our prayers. 
 
For example, we saw the State of Israel attacked and enter a time of war. As believers, we 
can lift up those in Israel and Gaza as they enter a time of war. But this is not the only area 
at war, we look around the world there are several areas in conflict.. 
 
For many years I have been connected to a blogger, Rosilind from Croatia. She has worked 
with people in Europe who were fleeing a war zone and she sent ideas on how we can pray 
for those in a war zone: 
 

    10 Ways to Pray for those in a War Zone 
 
1. Pray for the safety of the people and others in war zones. 
 
2. Pray for those who were kidnapped – for their safety and for a quick return to their families. Pray 
that the families looking for their loved ones will find them quickly. 
 
3. Pray for the hundreds of families who will be preparing to bury their loved ones. Many families 
are looking for loved ones who have not yet been found or identified. Let’s pray that through this time 
of grief people will turn to God and feel His comfort. 
 
4. Pray for Believers in the land to be light during this dark time. 
 
5. Pray for all military leaders, to know what to do and what not to do since they will give an account 
both now and later for their actions. 
 
6. Pray for the innocent on both sides. For example, many in Gaza do not want this war any more 
than those living in Israel, but Gaza is controlled by terrorists. Pray for others who are caught in areas 
that are controlled by those wanting war. 
 
7. Pray for provision for people in the war zone. 
 
8. Prayer for travel arrangements: Many visiting in these zones are 
trying to return home, while many are trying to return to their families 
from other areas of the world. Pray for escape for those who need it. 
 
9. Pray for medical staff as they try to take care of the many wounded. 
Pray for families members as they are  caring for those lightly and moder-
ately injured and were sent home to make room for the seriously injured. 
In some areas of the world, the conflicts have dragged on,  pray for en-
durance for those caring for the wounded. 
 
10. Pray for world leaders and world armies who are making 
plans.  We need to pray for our leaders to have wisdom and listen to 
godly advice, even if they don’t realize it is from the Lord. —Dianna Wiebe 
(Oct 8, 2023) 
 
(https://www.grapevinestudies.com/blog/how-to-pray-for-those-in-a-war-zone/) 
 
  

Remember in Prayer: 
 

Those who are unable to join us 
Gloria Epema 

Gerri Hillenbrand 
 Martha Kiel 

Margaret Negen 
  Jean Rolighed 

Mae Ryks 
Burton Ulferts 

Bea Visser 
  

Our Servicemen 
 Jacob Lefever 

Joe Pavelko 
  

Our College Students  
Reagan Bos–St. Benedict 
Makenna Brouwer-Bethel 

Avery Dierenfeld-U of MN Duluth 
Hannah Vanderhooft-Dordt  



1708 SW 8th St 

Willmar MN 56201 

Phone: 320-235-3060 

E-mail: willmarcrc@gmail.com 

www.rockof life.org 

 Rock of Life CRC 

 Rock of Life CRC Staff 
Interim Pastor 

Rev. Les Kuiper 
leskuiper@gmail.com 

  
Director of Youth Ministries 

Travis Berry 
berrytc44@gmail.com 

763-210-8344 
 

Worship Director 
Heather Ruplinger 

ahruplinger@gmail.com 
 

 Office  
Renae Kleinhuizen  

willmarcrc@gmail.com 
320-235-3060 

  
Custodian                                                                                           

Barb Leenstra 
320-222-1098 

tbleenstra@hotmail.com 

Rock of Life CRC Statements 
Purpose Statement 

Worship 
God in obedience to His Word 

Equip 
God’s people to do His work 

Proclaim 
God’s love and grace to His World 

II Timothy 3:16&17 

Values Statement 
Loving 

God above all, and our neighbors as ourselves 
Praying 

in all circumstances because God controls our ministry 
Preaching 

and teaching from God’s Word, the Holy Bible 
Giving 

of our time, gifts and money which are blessings from God 
Seeking 

the Lord’s will and direction in everything we do 
Helping 

others to find and follow Jesus. 
Ephesians 4:1b-2 

Vision Statement 
Reaching Up 

to God as we listen for His voice in our prayers of thanks,   
confession and praise. 

Reaching In 
becoming more Christlike, clothed with  

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness,  
patience and forgiveness 

Reaching Out 
Boldly through the power of the Holy Spirit, with words and deed,                               

in our Community and worldwide. 
Colossians 3:12-14 

All to the Glory of God 

 


