
Prayer is probably one of the most 

difficult areas to lead not only as a 

pastor, but also myself. We have a 

lot of different things we want to 

do: watch a game, relax, read some-

thing, complete some work, a task 

to do – and we will get to the pray-

er later. Perhaps we’re uncomforta-

ble with praying out loud with oth-

er people either due to our nature 

or we’ve never done it before.  

 

But the church is called to pray. 

God first and foremost wants the 

devotion, the pleasure and the de-

sire of our heart. We also say that 

prayer and devotion are important, 

but our hearts are prone to wander 

– mine certainly does.  

 

So why make such a big deal of 

prayer?  I believe that prayer is 

incredibly important to the church. 

I’ve not done much with it over the 

years simply due to my fear and 

discomfort. The Lord’s been push-

ing me further and further into 

embracing fear. Moment of trans-

parency: I still struggle in my per-

sonal prayer life. I am just as dis-

tracted as the next person – so 

please don’t use me as an example 

of prayer. I’m striving for a goal 

that is increasingly becoming more 

and more important to me. Yet I 

feel as if I have only begun to 

plunge the depths of prayer as I 

seek the face of God. 

 

Back to the question, I am increas-

ingly making a big deal of prayer 

because it is foundational to our 

spiritual lives. Knowing the Word 

and prayer – you can’t have one 

without the other. In our tradition-

al background we don’t spend a lot 

of time praying. We pray but we 

don’t do it through scripture and 

spending time in the God’s presence 

– at least not many of us. 

 

Ask yourself – is prayer important 

to me? If you answer is “yes,” my 

next question is “what are you do-

ing about it?” Do you realize that 

prayer is not strictly private, we 

are a community and we have to 

move out of our comfort areas – our 

bubbles if you will – to where God 

is moving. Private prayer is only 

part of it; there are also the prayers 

of the body of Christ. 

 

If you attend our church; you have 

already discerned a desire on my 

part not just to come to God with 

our requests. Praying for our stuff 

is simply not what prayer is about; 

a short study of the Lord’s Prayer 

bears this out.  Jesus didn’t teach a 

prayer program – note the request; 

One day Jesus was praying 

in a certain place. When he 

finished, one of his disci-

ples said to him, "Lord, 

teach us to pray, just as 

John taught his disciples." 

Luke 11:1 (NIV) 
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It wasn’t a program or method; but 

a way to seek God’s face and enter 

his presence and to be in His will.   

 

This is my desire that we pray 

through the Word seeking God’s 

face. As we seek Him – all those 

things that distract and distress 

begin to fall away. Not only do 

they fall away, our Father in heav-

en takes care of them. Also, spiritu-

al awakening throughout history 

has been preceded by the people of 

God praying. I have heard many 

people express a desire to be able to 

reach into our community. This 

will only be done by first praying 

for the Holy Spirit to move. 

 

I would say then that corporate 

prayer is for everybody. What we 

do on Sunday morning in prayer is 

important, but I strongly believe 

our Fresh Encounters on Sunday 

evening is just as important. But it 

is also more intimate. The time 

spent together goes quickly. Our 

only agenda is prayer. So I’m lay-

ing out a challenge to everyone to 

do something that makes you very 

uncomfortable and come together 

for corporate prayer and seek the 

face of God. 

 

Pastor Jeff 

There is no one holy like the LORD;  

There is no one besides you;  

There is no Rock like our God. —1 Samuel 2:2 



February 

19   Alan and Anna Marcus 

28  Paul and Carolyn Viss 

 

March 

14    Dale and Mary Gratz 

19    Adam and Heather Ruplinger 

February 11 
CCS 
Youth Unlimited 
Great Commission Utah 
Hope Haven 
 
March 11 
CMCS 
Cadets National 
Hope Pregnancy Center 
Food Shelf 

Birthdays 

2nd Sunday Offering  

Anniversaries 
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February 18 
Fresh Encounters Prayer Service-6:00 pm 
 
March 4 
Communion Sunday and Potluck Lunch 
Lenten Sermon Series-Covenant 
 
March 25 
Palm Sunday 
 
March 29 
Maundy Thursday-7:00 pm 
April 1 
Easter Service 

Worship Schedule 

February 
14 Nathan Ryder 

16   Barry Lefever 

 Donna Mulder 

       Corey Pavelko 

 Sabine TeBrake 

18 Deb Kleinhuizen 

19  Wes Wieberdink 

20  Maria Iedema 

21 Danielle Mellema  

 Tyler Wieberdink  

26   Austin TeBrake        

28  Pauline Sankey 

 Herm Van Niejenhuis 

 

 

 

 

March: 
1   Carol Tensen 

     Logan TeBrake 

3 Gloria Epema 

     Travis Berry 

5   Mindy Green 

     Mary Gratz 

7   Terry Reimer 

9    Kevin Roelofs 

11  Sylvia Pulscher 

12  Charles Miller 

13 Judy Vanden Einde 

       Deanna Jacobson 

17   Diane Plowman 

       Alan Marcus 

       Ron Zondervan 
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Come and see what we are up to on the first 

Wednesday of each month!!! Many of you know our 

group of ladies has been active in a sewing project 

the last three years. Though we meet Wednesday 

morning for Bible Study and fellowship, we have set 

aside the first Wednesday of the month for service. 

The Fellowship Hall is filled with sewing machines, 

ironing boards, scissors and fabric as we join Days 

for Girls in their worldwide project. We are a 

small part of a larger organization that provides hy-

giene kits to disadvantaged girls and women in 114 

countries. Days for Girls have just recently hit the 

1,000,000 mark in sending kits to those in need. 

Check out their web page for much more infor-

mation at daysforgirls.org 

So far our little group has been able to send kits to 

Uganda, Turkey and most recently to India. We 

learned of a local organization called Hope in the 

Night, led by Gary Crowe, who ministers in the 

slums of Mumbai. They were able to distribute 30 of 

our  kits as pictured here. The love of Christ is 

shown as they also distribute blankets, hold medical 

camps, and minister in a TB hospital with many ter-

minally ill patients. 

We thank God for each opportunity He gives us!!! 

We are amazed how God opens up a new avenue 

for someone to hand carry our kits overseas so that 

no shipping costs are involved. Each lady contrib-

utes with time, articles going into the kits, and pray-

ers for those receiving the kits. We pray these items 

will open doors for the Gospel! 

If you have any question, feel free to talk to Tammy 

Vanderhooft or Gaye Mellema. 

Coffee Break Women’s Bible Study & Service 

Moms and Daughters: 

On May 12 at 11:00 am, we will have 

a mother/daughter luncheon.  Watch 

for more information as the date   

approaches. 

No Regrets Men’s Event 2019 

For next year’s event an anonymous 

donor has sponsored the registration 

fees for four men who have never pre-

viously attended this event.  Start 

thinking about who you would like 

   to invite next year and the first four 

referrals will have their fees paid for No Regrets on               

February 2, 2019!! 

Save the Date 
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Pray According to God’s Ability, Not Yours 

Our Father in heaven is not limited. He is all-knowing, all-seeing, all-powerful. He is not a creature 
but the Creator. He is no victim of circumstances but the victor over every circum-
stance. He is not bound by the laws of nature—or by the state of the economy. He 
transcends every limitation. He owns and controls and rules all. He is your boss’s Boss. 
He is your king’s King. He is Ruler of Storms and the Hope of the Desolate. When Jesus 
tells us to pray to “our Father in heaven,” He is telling us to pray in the reality, the 
awareness, of God’s unlimited ability. In Too Busy Not to Pray, pastor and author Bill 
Hybels wrote: 

Many of us have pressing personal needs and serious problems that ravage our lives, but we 
don’t ask God for help because somewhere, well beneath our surface layer of faith and trust, 
we don’t believe God has the power to do anything about them. 

The fact is, of course, that God is capable of handling any problem we could bring him. Cre-
ating planets isn’t much of a problem for him. Neither is raising the dead. Nothing is too diffi-
cult for God to handle—but he’s waiting for us to recognize his power and ask for his help 

So when you pray, remember that your Father in heaven is able—abundantly able, infinitely able. 
He is able to anoint and depose kings. He is able to part waters. He is able to raise the dead. He is 
able to do what He says He will do (see Romans 4:21, if you don’t believe me). And He “is able to 
bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that 
you need, you will abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8, 
NIV). “For no word from God will ever fail” (Luke 1:37, NIV). “With 
God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26, NIV). Nothing is too 
hard for Him (see Jeremiah 32:17). 

Pray in the awareness that God is not limited as earthly parents often 
are. You don’t have to get the words “just so.” You don’t need to get 
His attention or convince Him of your need. You don’t need to advise 
Him in the details. When you ask, He hears. What you ask for, He can 
give. He knows what His children need and when they need it, and He 
is able to hear and answer and “bless you abundantly, so that in all 
things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every 
good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8, NIV).  

 

(Adapted from The Red Letter Prayer Life: 17 Words from Jesus to 
Inspire Practical, Purposeful, Powerful Prayer by Bob Hostetler, Bar-
bour Books. https://www.guideposts.org/faith-and-prayer/prayer-stories/power-

of-prayer/pray-according-to-god-s-ability-not-yours) 

Remember in Prayer: 
Those who are in Care Facilities 

Carol Faber 
Mel and Gerri Hillenbrand 

Viv Marcus 
Margaret Negen 

Martha Kiel 
Vern and Bea Kleinhuizen 

Hilda Nieuwbeerta 
 Jean Rolighed  

Marlys Ruis 
Doward and Sylvia Visser 

 
Our Serviceman 

Jacob Lefever 
  

Our College Students 
Christine Hoekstra-Dordt 

Miranda Roelofs-NSU 
Kyle Stulen-U of M 

Michael Vanderhooft-Alex. Tech 
 

Missions 
Hannah Vanderhooft-CTI Tour  

https://www.guideposts.org/node/50667
http://www.barbourbooks.com/product/Red-Letter-Prayer-Life,12427.aspx?Tab=Books&sj=0
http://www.barbourbooks.com/product/Red-Letter-Prayer-Life,12427.aspx?Tab=Books&sj=0
https://www.shopguideposts.org/books.html
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Men’s Bible Study 

There will be two 8 week Men’s Bible 
study groups beginning in March.  One 
will start on Saturday, March 3 and the 
other on Wednesday, Mar 7.  The title of 
the study will be “Bringing God to Work 
With You”.    Study how to keep your 
integrity, find balance and serve others 
on the job. 
 
 
 

 LESSON ONE - Created to Work: 
Blessing or Curse? 

 LESSON TWO - Integrity Matters: Keeping Your 
Ethical Edge 

 LESSON THREE - Job Duty: Serving God and Oth-
ers 

 LESSON FOUR - Finding a Balance: Profession or 
Obsession? 

 LESSON FIVE - Money Management: God Owns 
Everything 

 LESSON SIX - Standard of Giving: You Can't Take 
It with You 

 LESSON SEVEN - Measure of Success: Treasures 
in Heaven 

        LESSON EIGHT - Adversity: Turning Failure 
into     Eternal Success 
 

More details will be forth coming. If you would like to 
attend, please sign up on the sheet on the table in the 
Gathering Place or contact Pastor Jeff or Bob Versteeg 
if interested 

 

 

Bible Emergency Numbers 

-When in sorrow, call on John 14:1-4 
– When men fail you, call on Psalm 27:1 
– If you want to be fruitful, call on John 15:1-27 
- When you have sinned, call on Psalm 51:1-10 
-When you worry, call on Matthew 6:25-34 
– When you are in danger, call on Psalm 91:1-16 
– When God seems far away, call on Psalm 139:1-18 
– When your faith needs stirring, call on Hebrews 11:1-14 

– When you are lonely and fearful, call on Psalm 23:1-6 
– When you grow bitter and critical, call on 1 Cor. 13:1-13 

- For Paul’s secret to happiness, call on Col.3:15 
- When you feel down and out, call on Romans 8:1 
- When you want peace and rest, call on Matt.11:28 
– When the world seems bigger than God, call on Psalm 
90:1-2 
– When you leave home for labor or travel, call 
on Psalm 121:1-8 
– Your prayers growth narrow and selfish, call on Psalm 
67:1-7– When you are seeking rest, call on  Matthew 
11:25-30 
- When you are suffering, call on  Romans 8:18-30 
- When you pray, call on  Matthew 6:9-13  
– When you are in need, call on Philippians 4:19 
- When you are losing hope, call on 2 Thessalonians 
2:16-17 
- When you are seeking peace, call on  John 14:27  
– When you don’t understand what God is doing, call 
on Isaiah 55:8-9 
 

Pure love for Jesus 

Jesus has always many who love his heavenly kingdom, but few who bear his 
cross. He has many who desire consolation, but few who care for trial. He finds 
many to share his table, but few to take part in his fasting. All desire to be hap-
py with him; few wish to suffer anything for him. Many follow him to the break-
ing of bread, but few to the drinking of the chalice of his passion. Many revere 
his miracles; few approach the shame of the cross. Many love him as long as 
they encounter no hardship; many praise and bless him as long as they receive 
some comfort from him. …  
 
Those, on the contrary, who love Jesus for his own sake and not for any comfort 
of their own, bless him in all trial and anguish of heart as well as in the bliss of consolation. … What pow-
er there is in pure love for Jesus — love that is free from all self-interest and self-love! —Thomas à Kem-
pis, The Imitation of Christ  
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I enjoy the incredible beauty of Colorado City/
Hildale when for moments I can clear my mind of its 
past history, take my eyes off the many unpaved streets, 
the high walls surrounding houses and many business-
es. Everywhere I look I see the beginnings of eighty 
houses which were never completed. These eighty plus 
uncompleted house have never been lived in. Their 
building progress varies anywhere from poured base-
ments, to being framed in with roof, and now smashed 
in windows. The construction of these houses started in 
the late 90's, but along the way Warren Jeffs announced 
that all by building was to cease immediately.  These 
house stand as ghost memorials to the evil bazaar man-
dates of Warren Jeffs. These haunting structures stand 
as they did the Sunday in January of 2002 
when Jeffs gave the order to stop all building.  Wherever 
you look many of the front lawns and surrounding 
property are littered with everything from old cars, 
trucks, vans, refrigerators, old campers, steel beams, the 
list goes on and on. These were the days 
when FLDS Trust owned and had deed to 95% of all the 
property with in the city limits and beyond. 

Today I lift my eyes to the majestic mountains to the 
north and the east, that is when I can almost be mes-
merized by its beauty beyond imagination. Early morn-
ing as sun rises, this community lies in the shadows to 
the north by the majestic enormous red mountains on 
the backside of Zion National Park. Sixty miles to the 
south is one of the greatest wonders of the world is the 
Grand Canyon with the breathtaking sights of desolate 
desert dotted with the unexplainable western buttes 
between them.   

Praise God, that for me, gone are the days when I am no 
longer followed my by the church's security force, more 
commonly referred to as the "god squad." Gone are the 
days when the god squad would sit in their cars across 
the street from the Log Building where I slept. Gone are 
the days when the last thing I did before going to bed 
was to load my 12-gauge shot gun and place it on the 
night stand beside me. Gone are the days when 
the Hildale City counsel took all their orders from 
the FLDS. Gone are the days when future businesses 
could not open because the FLDS could not control 
then. Gone are the days when Christ-centered ministries 
were not allowed.  Gone are days when 95% of its popu-
lation were FLDS. 

A new day has dawned. Today many of the residents 
own and have deeds to their own houses.  Many of 
these houses and property are being cleaned up, the 
walls are coming down, new businesses are opening, 
there is now a dentist in town, and a new medical clinic 
is opening soon, an Alcoholic Anonymous (AA) meets 
once a week, and the list goes on and on. 

 

The light of Jesus has come to town. Grace Reigns will 
soon be building onto Community Center Log Building. 
The Thrift Store is expanding, there will be a teen center, 
and the Log Building will be the new Worship Center. 
The Olsons and their team are building a church in the 
true sense of the Word.  Liz, Kristin, and their team have 
a powerful women's ministry to the community. The 
Dream Center is a Christ-centered ministry reaching 
those of community who are under the heavy influence 
drugs and alcohol.  In the future they will reach many of 
the women who have been sex-trafficked. The light of 
Jesus is now lighting up what was once one of the 
most hellish and darkest places in the country. 

 

Those of you who have supported Great Commission 
Utah and the other ministries financially and in prayer 
are a very important part of making these changes.  We 
have many miles to travel ahead, please continue pray-
ing! 

In His service, Marion "Mike" Menning 
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Musings 

A girl asked a boy if he loved her, and he replied, “Yes, 
of course.”  
“Would you die for me?” the girl wondered aloud. 
After a brief pause, the honest lad said, “No, mine is an 
undying love.”  

 

After she woke up, a woman told her husband, "I just 
dreamed you gave me a diamond necklace for Valen-
tine’s Day. What do you think it means?" 
 
"You’ll know tonight," he said. 
 
That evening the husband came home with a small pack-
age and gave it to his wife. Delighted, she opened it--to 
find a book entitled “The Meaning of Dreams.” 
 
 
Attending a wedding for the first time, a little girl whis-
pered to her mother, "Why is the bride dressed in 
white?" 
 
"Because white is the color of happiness, and today is 
the happiest day of her life." 
 
The child thought about this for a moment, then said, 
"So why is the groom wearing black?" 
http://www.beliefnet.com/love-family/holidays/valentines-day/funny-valentine-
jokes.aspx?p=5#IxX6mBdqD9YKW5Df.99  

 

 

Quotes 

“Let love live long and hate live short:  — Burmese 

Proverb 

 

“Love is a friendship set to music.”   —Various sources  

 

“Though our feelings come and go, God’s love for us 

does not.”—C.S. Lewis  

 

“Love doesn't make the world go round. Love is what 

makes the ride worthwhile.” —Franklin P. Jones  

 

“All you need is love, but a little chocolate doesn’t hurt 

now and then”—Charles Schultz 

 

“Real true faith is [human] weakness leaning on God’s 

strength.” —D.L. Moody  

 

“There is no remedy for love but to love more.”  

—Henry David Thoreau  

 

“He has a right to criticize who has a heart to help.” —

Abraham Lincoln   

Valentine’s Jokes 

Our Servant-King 
Jesus began his ministry by being hungry,  
yet he is the Bread of Life.  
 
Jesus ended his earthly ministry by being thirsty,  
yet he is the Living Water.  
 
Jesus was weary,  
yet he is our rest.  
 
Jesus paid tribute,  
yet he is the King.  
 
Jesus was accused of having a demon,  
yet he cast out demons.  
 
Jesus wept,  
yet he wipes away our tears.  
 
Jesus was sold for 30 pieces of silver,  
yet he redeemed the world.  
 
Jesus was brought as a lamb to the slaughter,  
yet he is the Good Shepherd.  
 
Jesus died,  
yet by his death he destroyed the power of death.  
 
—Gregory of Nazianzus (fourth-century church father)  

  



1708 SW 8th St 

Willmar MN 56201 

Phone: 320-235-3060 

E-mail: willmarcrc@gmail.com 

www.rockof life.org 

 Rock of Life CRC 

 Rock of Life CRC Staff 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Jeff Vanderhooft 
rev.van@gmail.com 

320-222-3387 
  

Director of Youth Ministries 
 Travis Berry 

berrytc44@gmail.com 
763-210-8344 

  
Office  

Renae Kleinhuizen  
renaekleinhuizen@hotmail.com 

  
Custodian                              

Barb Leenstra 
320-222-1098 

  

Kid’s Corner 

Willmar CRC Statements 
Purpose Statement 

Worship 
God in obedience to His Word 

Equip 
God’s people to do His work 

Proclaim 
God’s love and grace to His World 

II Timothy 3:16&17 

Values Statement 
Loving 

God above all, and our neighbors as ourselves 
Praying 

in all circumstances because God controls our ministry 
Preaching 

and teaching from God’s Word, the Holy Bible 
Giving 

of our time, gifts and money which are blessings from God 
Seeking 

the Lord’s will and direction in everything we do 
Helping 

others to find and follow Jesus. 
Ephesians 4:1b-2 

Vision Statement 
Reaching Up 

to God as we listen for His voice in our prayers of thanks,   
confession and praise. 

Reaching In 
becoming more Christlike, clothed with  

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness,  
patience and forgiveness 

Reaching Out 
Boldly through the power of the Holy Spirit, with words and deed,                                            

in our Community and worldwide. 

 


