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Share n Care 

There is no one holy like the LORD;  
There is no one besides you;  

There is no Rock like our God. —1 Samuel 2:2 

Dear Church Family: 

 

Tammy and I would like to 

say THANK YOU for the sab-

batical.  It was truly a time of 

rest, restoration and refresh-

ment, exploration, learning, 

growing and challenges that 

we got to experience together 

as husband and wife.  

 

We experienced all these 

things as we spent time with 

friends in both NW Ontario 

and in Cyprus, in times of ei-

ther solo retreat or a group 

retreat and also in a prayer 

conference. 

 

In spending time with friends 

we were able to “let our hair 

down” and relax. Yet we also 

had many conversations of 

how God is moving and work-

ing through faith, family and 

community.  In Cyprus, in 

particular, we lived alongside 

of our friends as they strove 

to live out the gospel in a 

largely Muslim influenced 

country. 

 

Tammy and I, in different re-

treat settings, (Jeff alone and 

Tammy in a group) took time 

to encounter God, to seek 

him and hear his voice. Tam-

my also went to Calgary with 

pastor spouses for a time of 

fellowship and encourage-

ment. At the prayer confer-

ence we were challenged to 

stand firm in our faith and to 

make sure our life is in align-

ment with the Word of God. 

 

After all is said and done we 

can say that sabbatical has 

accomplished the goals of 

rest and refreshment, but so 

much more (see above) that 

we were not expecting. God 

has been good to us and we 

are excited and looking for-

ward to being back together 

with our church family.  We 

will share at a near point in 

the future some of our experi-

ences and how we experi-

enced God through sabbatical 

– watch for the date in the 

bulletin in the next few 

weeks.  

 

Peace & Grace 

Pastor Jeff & Tammy 

 



 December  
2  Don and Clara DeRonde                             

 Larry and Marilyn Stulen 
9  Clinton and Linda Kamstra 
10   Roger and Cindy Groen 
19   Bob and Joanne Ver Steeg 
21 Duane and Joan Starkenburg—45th! 
22     Sam and Barb Modderman 
28 Corey and Melanie Pavelko 
30  Marv and Sandy Moorlag 
           
 

January 
3 Jack and Caroline Kreps 
 

December 9 
CCS 
Salvation Army 
Bethany Christian Services  
Bible League 
 
January 13 
CMCS 
World Renew-AIDS Relief 
The Fortress 
Calvin Seminary 

Birthdays 

2nd Sunday Offering  

Anniversaries 
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Christmas in Narnia Advent Series 

December  
5  Jeff Dierenfeld 
         Adam Ruplinger 
6  MacKenzie Ruplinger 
8       Randy Novak 
13 Chris Reimer 
15 Curt Marcus 
 Justin Van Eps 
 Natalie Jurgenson 
16 Edith Ahrenholz 
24 Lois Kennard 
25 Gary Ruis 
26 Rick Rolffs 

27 Drew Ryder  
29 Jesse Lefever 
 
                     
January  
1 Linda Kamstra   
2 Mike Dahlseid 
 Alyssa Marcus 
7  Linda Mikelson 
 Chris Lorensen 
8  Jan Kleinhuizen 
11  Burton Ulferts 
13  Isaiah Iedema 
15    Duane Noordmans  

Through a 5 part sermon series, Pastor Jeff will be exploring how Advent is shown in 
Narnia in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 
 
December 2: 1st Candle– Curiosity-Message: The Wardrobe 

December 9: 2nd Candle-Authenticity-Message: The Feast 

December 16: 3rd Candle-Integrity-Message: Winter 

December 23: 4th Candle-Courage-Message: Father Christ-
mas 

December 24 (Christmas Eve Service): 5th Candle-Love-
Message: The Lion and the Lamb 
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From Fear to Faith 
 

Personally moving from “what others may think of me” to “what God thinks of me” (that is, living a faithful Christ
-centered life) is an issue that’ll be examined on December 8 at 7:00 pm in our church. (As Pastor Jeff would 
remind us: “It’s not about me; it’s about God.”) 
 
Attorney and justice worker, Barry Haugen, declares that fear is a destroyer—rendering one’s positive leader-
ship ineffective.  Faith Builders is sponsoring this learning session, open to anyone interested in moving from 
being a victim to being a change-maker for good...wherever you are.  Through Global Leadership DVD teach-
ing, Haugen will assist us in identifying what’s needed to make one’s Christian being (leadership) meaningfully 
effective. 
 
Thus, place on your calendar that second Saturday evening in December to gather with others to learn of the 
implications of personal (and national) fearfulness...how being “brave” is not easy.  But, courage, in Christ, 
bearing God’s love, truth, righteousness and justice can prevail in our midst.  It means being free (though may-
be nervous) to speak up where biblical values and convictions are at risk.  Welcome to the dialogue. 
 
“For God did not give us a spirit of timidity but a spirit of power, of love and self-discipline.” 
         —Charles Miller 

Live via satellite 
Saturday,  February 2, 2019 

7:30 am-4:00 pm 
Rock of Life CRC  

1708 8th St SW, Willmar 
 

Save the Date for the No Regrets Men's Confer-
ence, an annual one-day event designed to cre-
ate an environment for men to be challenged in 
their relationship with the Lord at home, in the 
workplace, and in their ministry.  

This event will transform men’s lives by empow-
ering them to walk in loving, trusting obedience 
of Jesus Christ. Men will be encouraged to be 
the men God created them to be and to walk in 
step with the Holy Spirit on a moment-by-
moment basis. 

More information will be forthcoming in the next 
few weeks. 

  

 

 

Opportunities  

Share n Care 

Via Live Stream at Rock of Life CRC  

On-line registration starting on December 5, 
2018 at rockoflifecrc.org or Registration forms 

will be available Sunday, Dec 9. 
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Those who are unable to join us 
Mel and Gerri Hillenbrand 

Roger Huisken 
 Shirley Jensen 

 Martha Kiel 
Viv Marcus 

Margaret Negen 
 Hilda Nieuwbeerta 

 Jean Rolighed 
Gary and Marlys Ruis 

 Mae Ryks 
 Doward and Sylvia Visser 

 
 

Our Servicemen 
 Jacob Lefever 

Joe Pavelko 
  

Our College Students  
Ethan Bos-Ridgewater 

Makenna Brouwer-Bethel 
Christine Hoekstra-Dordt  

Kyle Stulen-U of M 
Hannah Vanderhooft-Dordt 

Share n Care 

Remember in Prayer 
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Missions Update-Great Commission Utah 

Quotes from Narnia 

Greetings, 
 
This morning Dawn reminded me that this week we 
should thank God for all the ministry opportunities God 
has allowed us to be a part of. Please join us in special 
prayers of PRAISE & THANKSGIVING -- thanking 
God for this opportunity to serve Him!  Here is a listing 
of a few things we are especially thankful for: 

 This past Friday evening and all day Saturday five 
guys with the ministry of Local 3:16 (name is based on 
I John 3:16) worked hard to bless the Family of eight 
getting their humble dwellings winterized. For the first 
time after four or five years the family is together, but 
still hiding from the FLDS.  Please continue to pray for 
the children as they have been severely abused at the 
hands of the FLDS caretakers while children were sep-
arated from their parents. Pray that they will be open 
to the truths of the Bible and the love of Jesus shown 
through many of who care and have responded. Spe-
cial thanks to those who contributed toward the sup-
plies used to make these repairs. 

 While the five guys from Local 3:16 were working 
in eastern Utah nine others from Local 3:16 were 
working in southern Utah, Colorado City/
Hildale through the ministry of The Dream Center. This 
group refurbished a home that a mom and her seven 
children had lived. The dad cannot be present in the 
home because he is one of over 20 registered sex of-
fenders in the CC/H living in the community. Last year 
I wrote about cleaning up this home. This is a house 
where volunteers previously encountered a host of a 
different species of mice -- jumping mice. At the pre-
sent time the mom and the children are taking shelter 
at the Dream Center where they are being taught how 
to manage a home and how to keep it clean. Mission-
aries and volunteers coming to CC/H don't only just 
preach Jesus with words, but also preach Jesus with 
good works to the people through loving and continued 

care.  Thanks Local 3:16 and thanks to all who have 
helped in the past year, and thanks to local ministries 
of the Dream Center, Grace Reigns, and the AA care 
group. Thanks to God for you all!   

 We offer prayers of Thanksgiving for the ministry 
of Holding Out Help, another partner groups who 
works tirelessly in helping to care for and love the 
many coming out of the polygamy culture.  

 The new ministry of Wellsprings Ministry of Mt. 
Pleasant, Utah is a shining light to that community, 
geographically in the very center of our state. This is a 
Christian Coffee House for the people of Mt. Pleasant, 
(which is over 90% Mormon) and the thousands of 
tourists who travel Highway 89. For this ministry we 
give prayers of Thanksgiving. 

 We offer prayers of Thanksgiving for the 
care Intermountain Christian School providing educa-
tion to students, especially those coming from a polyg-
amy background. 

  We give prayers of Thanksgiving for the many 
pastors and ministry staff who work tirelessly in this 
place which seems so dark at times. 

 We give prayers of Thanksgiving for the ministry of 
Loving Utah, a ministry to pastors and church planters 
which crosses all denominational lines, working for the 
multiplication of churches here in Utah. 

We are so very thankful for you, the many churches 
and individuals who support the ministry of Great 
Commission in your prayer support and dollars, help-
ing to help pay the cost of running this ministry. 

Dawn and I are especially thankful at this time of year 
that we are able to serve our Lord in this place!!!!!! 

 

In His service, Marion "Mike" Menning 

“In our world too, a Stable once had something inside it that was bigger than our whole World” (Lucy, The Last Battle) 
 
 “I am [in your world].’ said Aslan. ‘But there I have another name. You must learn to know me by that name. This was the 
very reason why you were brought to Narnia, that by knowing me here for a little, you may know me better there.” (Aslan, 
The Lion, the Witch, the Wardrobe) 
 
“Wrong will be right, when Aslan comes in sight, At the sound of his roar, sorrows will be no more, When he bares his 
teeth, winter meets its death, And when he shakes his mane, we shall have spring again.” (Beaver, The Lion, the Witch, 
the Wardrobe) 
 “None of the children knew who Aslan was any more than you do; but the moment the Beaver had spoken these words 
everyone felt quite different. Perhaps it has sometimes happened to you in a dream that someone says something which 
you don't understand but in the dream it feels as if it had some enormous meaning--either a terrifying one which turns the 
whole dream into a nightmare or else a lovely meaning too lovely to put into words, which makes the dream so beautiful 
that you remember it all your life and are always wishing you could get into that dream again. “ (C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe)   

https://amzn.to/2tmRHUx
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The brand new pastor and his wife, newly assigned to 
their first ministry to reopen a church in suburban 
Brooklyn, arrived in early October excited about their 
opportunities. When they saw their church, it was very 
run down and needed much work. They set a goal to 
have everything done in time to have their first service 
on Christmas Eve. 

They worked hard, repairing pews, plastering walls, 
painting, etc., and on December 18th they were ahead 
of schedule and just about finished. On December 19th 
a terrible tempest - a driving rainstorm - hit the area 
and lasted for two days. On the 21st, the pastor went 
over to the church. His heart sank when he saw that 
the roof had leaked, causing a large area of plaster 
about 20 feet by 8 feet to fall off the front wall of the 
sanctuary just behind the pulpit, beginning about head 
high. 

The pastor cleaned up the mess on the floor, and not 
knowing what else to do but postpone the Christmas 
Eve service, headed home. On the way he noticed that 
a local business was having a flea market type sale for 
charity so he stopped in. One of the items was a beau-
tiful, handmade, ivory colored, crocheted tablecloth 
with exquisite work, fine colors and a Cross embroi-
dered right in the center. It was just the right size to 
cover up the hole in the front wall. He bought it and 
headed back to the church. 

By this time it had started to snow. An older woman 
running from the opposite direction was trying to catch 
the bus. She missed it. The pastor invited her to wait in 
the warm church for the next bus 45 minutes later. She 
sat in a pew and paid no attention to the pastor while 
he got a ladder, hangers, etc., to put up the tablecloth 
as a wall tapestry. The pastor could hardly believe how 
beautiful it looked and it covered up the entire problem 
area. 

Then he noticed the woman walking down the center 
aisle. Her face was like a sheet. "Pastor," she asked, 
"where did you get that tablecloth?" 

The pastor explained. The woman asked him to check 
the lower right corner to see if the initials, EBG were 
crocheted into it there. They were. These were the ini-
tials of the woman, and she had made this tablecloth 
35 years before, in Austria. 

The woman could hardly believe it as the pastor told 
how he had just gotten the Tablecloth. The woman ex-
plained that before the war she and her husband were 
well-to-do people in Austria. When the Nazis came, 
she was forced to leave. Her husband was going to 
follow her the next week. She was captured, sent to 
prison and never saw her husband or her home again. 
The pastor wanted to give her the tablecloth; but she 
made the pastor keep it for the church. The pastor in-
sisted on driving her home, which was the least he 
could do. She lived on the other side of Staten Island 

and was only in Brooklyn for the day for a houseclean-
ing job. 

What a wonderful service they had on Christmas Eve. 
The church was almost full. The music and the spirit 
were great. At the end of the service, the pastor and 
his wife greeted everyone at the door and many said 
that they would return. 

One older man, whom the pastor recognized from the 
neighborhood, continued to sit in one of the pews and 
stare, and the pastor wondered why he wasn't leaving. 
The man asked him where he got the tablecloth on the 
front wall because it was identical to one that his wife 
had made years ago when they lived in Austria before 
the war and how could there be two tablecloths so 
much alike? He told the pastor how the Nazis came, 
how he forced his wife to flee for her safety, and he 
was supposed to follow her, but he was arrested and 
put in a prison. He never saw his wife or his home 
again all the 35 years in between. 

The pastor asked him if he would allow him to take him 
for a little ride. They drove to Staten Island and to the 
same house where the pastor had taken the woman 
three days earlier. He helped the man climb the three 
flights of stairs to the woman's apartment, knocked on 
the door and he saw the greatest Christmas reunion he 
could ever imagine. 

 (Rev. Howard Schade, published1954, Reader’s Di-
gest) 

  

The Tablecloth 

In ancient times, a King had a boulder placed on a 
roadway. He then hid himself and watched to see if 
anyone would move the boulder out of the way. Some 
of the king’s wealthiest merchants and courtiers came 
by and simply walked around it. 

Many people loudly blamed the King for not keeping 
the roads clear, but none of them did anything about 
getting the stone out of the way. 

A peasant then came along carrying a load of vegeta-
bles. Upon approaching the boulder, the peasant laid 
down his burden and tried to push the stone out of the 
road. After much pushing and straining, he finally suc-
ceeded. 

After the peasant went back to pick up his vegetables, 
he noticed a purse lying in the road where the boulder 
had been. The purse contained many gold coins and a 
note from the King explaining that the gold was for the 
person who removed the boulder from the roadway. 

Moral of the story: Every obstacle we come across in 
life gives us an opportunity to improve our circum-
stances, and whilst the lazy complain, the others are 
creating opportunities through their kind hearts, gener-
osity, and willingness to get things done. 

(https://wealthygorilla.com/10-most-inspirational-short-stories/

#ixzz5YN3O6LIT ) 

https://wealthygorilla.com/5-success-lessons-we-can-learn-from-kobe-bryant/
https://wealthygorilla.com/5-success-lessons-we-can-learn-from-kobe-bryant/
https://wealthygorilla.com/10-most-inspirational-short-stories/#ixzz5YN3O6LIT
https://wealthygorilla.com/10-most-inspirational-short-stories/#ixzz5YN3O6LIT
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Thoughts on Christmas 

“Adults can take a simple holiday for Children and screw 
it up. What began as a presentation of simple gifts to de-
light and surprise children around the Christmas tree has 
culminated in a woman unwrapping six shrimp forks from 
her dog, who drew her name.”– Erma Bombeck 

 

“I like to compare the holiday season with the way a child 
listens to a favorite story. The pleasure is in the familiar 
way the story begins, the anticipation of familiar turns it 
takes, the familiar moments of suspense, and the familiar 
climax and ending.”– Fred Rogers 

 
Christmas Shopping: Wouldn’t it be wonderful to find 
one gift that you didn’t have to dust, that had to be used 
right away, that was practical, fit everyone, was personal 
and would be remembered for a long time? I penciled in 
“Gift certificate for a flu shot.”– Erma Bombeck 

 
“For Christmas this year, try giving less. Start with less  
attitude. There’s more than enough of that in the world 
as it is – and people will usually just give it back any-
way!”– Anne Bristow 

 
“Christmas is a magical time of year… I just watched all 
my money magically disappear.”– Author Unknown 

Christmas holds the mystery  
Of how God touched the earth  
By giving us the Christ child  
In a newborn baby’s birth.  
 
Great awe was in young Mary’s heart,  
And in the shepherds’ pace  
As they ran quickly to the town  
And found that special place.  
 
These humble shepherds knelt before  
This tiny newborn king;  
And as they did so, they could hear  
The lovely angels sing:  
 
“Fear not, for unto you this day,  
The Prince of Peace has come  
To share God’s love throughout the world.  
Rejoice now, everyone!”  
 
—Peggy Ferrell   

 
God throws open the door of this world — and enters as a 

baby. As the most vulnerable imaginable. Because he 

wants unimaginable intimacy with you. What religion ever 

had a god that wanted such intimacy with us that he came 

with such vulnerability to us? What God ever came so ten-

der we could touch him? So fragile that we could break 

him? So vulnerable that his bare, beating heart could be 

hurt? Only the One who loves you to death. —Ann Vos-

kamp, The Greatest Gift 

 

Into this world, this demented inn in which there is abso-

lutely no room for him … Christ comes uninvited.”                                     

—Thomas Merton  

 

“Once we have seen [Jesus] in a stable, we can never be 

sure where he will appear or to what lengths he will go or 

to what ludicrous depths of self-humiliation he will descend 

in his wild pursuit of men.” —Frederick Buechner  

 

“Beautiful music ... is one of the most magnificent and de-

lightful presents God has given us.” —Martin Luther  

 

“The world is round so that friendship may encircle it.”  

—Pierre Teilhard de Chardin  



1708 SW 8th St 

Willmar MN 56201 

Phone: 320-235-3060 

E-mail: willmarcrc@gmail.com 

www.rockof life.org 

 Rock of Life CRC 

 Rock of Life CRC Staff 
Pastor 

Rev. Jeff Vanderhooft 
rev.van@gmail.com 

320-222-3387 
  

Director of Youth Ministries 
Travis Berry 

berrytc44@gmail.com 
763-210-834 

 
  Worship Director 
Heather Ruplinger 

ahruplinger@hotmail.com 
 

Office  
Renae Kleinhuizen  

renaekleinhuizen@hotmail.com 
  

Custodian                                                                              
Barb Leenstra 

tbleenstra@hotmail.com 
320-222-1098 

  

Kid’s Corner 

 

Willmar CRC Statements 
Purpose Statement 

Worship 
God in obedience to His Word 

Equip 
God’s people to do His work 

Proclaim 
God’s love and grace to His World 

II Timothy 3:16&17 

Values Statement 
Loving 

God above all, and our neighbors as ourselves 
Praying 

in all circumstances because God controls our ministry 
Preaching 

and teaching from God’s Word, the Holy Bible 
Giving 

of our time, gifts and money which are blessings from God 
Seeking 

the Lord’s will and direction in everything we do 
Helping 

others to find and follow Jesus. 
Ephesians 4:1b-2 

Vision Statement 
Reaching Up 

to God as we listen for His voice in our prayers of thanks,   
confession and praise. 

Reaching In 
becoming more Christlike, clothed with  

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness,  
patience and forgiveness 

Reaching Out 
Boldly through the power of the Holy Spirit, with words and deed,                               

in our Community and worldwide. 
Colossians 3:12-14 

All to the Glory of God 


