
to take sharp corners, knows 
how to jump to clear high 
rocks, knows how to fly to 
shorten scary passages. 

 

And I am learning to listen 
and pedal in the strangest 
places, and I'm beginning to 
enjoy the view and the cool 
breeze on my face with my 
delightful constant compan-
ion, Jesus Christ. 

 

And when I'm sure I just can't 
do anymore, He just smiles 
and says . . . "Pedal." 

-- author unknown 

At first, I saw God as my observ-
er, my judge, keeping track of 
the things I did wrong, so as to 
know whether I merited heav-
en or hell when I die. He was 
out there sort of like a presi-
dent. I recognized His picture 
when I saw it, but I really did-
n't know Him. 

 

But later on when I met Christ, 
it seemed as though life was 
rather like a bike ride, but it 
was a tandem bike, and I no-
ticed that Christ was in the 
back helping me pedal. 

 

I don't know just when it was 
that He suggested we change 
places, but life has not been 
the same since. When I had 
control, I knew the way. It was 
rather boring, but predictable . 
. .It was the shortest distance 
between two points. But when 
He took the lead, He knew de-
lightful long cuts, up moun-
tains, and through rocky plac-
es at breakneck speeds, it was 

all I could do to hang on! 
Even though it looked like 
madness, He said, "Pedal!" 

I worried and was anxious and 
asked, "Where are you tak-
ing me?" He just said “Trust 
me,” and I started to learn to 
trust. I forgot my boring life 
and entered into the adven-
ture. And when I'd say, "I'm 
scared," He'd lean back and 
touch my hand. He took me 
to people with gifts that I 
needed, gifts of healing, ac-
ceptance and joy. They gave 
me gifts to take on my jour-
ney, my Lord's and mine. 

 

And we were off again. He 
said, "Give the gifts away; 
they're extra baggage, too 
much weight." So I did, to 
the people we met, and I 
found that in giving I re-
ceived, and still our burden 
was light. I did not trust Him, 
at first, in control of my life. I 
thought He'd wreck it; but 
He knows bike secrets, 
knows how to make it bend 

The Road of Life 
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There is no one holy like the LORD;  
There is no one besides you;  

There is no Rock like our God. —1 Samuel 2:2 



August Anniversaries 
 10 Bill and Karen Leenstra 
 14 Mike and Pat Dahlseid 
 15 Herm and Dee VanNiejenhuis 
   
  
September Anniversaries 

 5 Joe and Kelsey Leenstra 
 8 Terry and Chris Reimer 

August Birthdays 

 6 Kelsey Leenstra 
 9 Tom Radke 
 10 Barb Liedman 
  Kailey Van Eps 
 11 Pastor Jeff Vanderhooft 
 13 Avery Dierenfeld 
 16 Shirley Rolffs 
 18 Don DeRonde 
 22 Sharon VanEps 
 24 Sylvia Visser-96th!! 
  Heather Ruplinger 
 27 Hannah Vanderhooft 
 28  Marilyn Stulen 
 29 Bea Visser 
 30 Anna Green 
 31 Doward Visser-98th!! 

 
 September Birthdays 
 
  1 Jayden Dierenfeld 
 4 Gail Novak 
  10 Miranda Roelofs 

August 11 
CCS 

Great Commission Utah 
Friendship  

Hope Haven 
 

September 8 
 CMCS 

James House 
United Campus             

Ministries 
Food Shelf 

Birthdays 

2nd Sunday Offering Schedule 

Anniversaries 
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Worship Events 

August 18-Travis Berry will be our guest speaker                              
We will not be holding Fresh Encounters Prayer Service 

August 25-Rev. Jim Peterson will be our guest pastor 

September 1-Baptisms-More details forthcoming 

September 22-Disability Concerns Service-6:00 pm– Rev. Jer-
ry Koning will be the speaker 
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Ministry Update—Friendship 

Developing Servanthood 

We are all called to serve. Be 
like Jesus who said, “I came not 
to be served but to serve.”  
That’s putting needs of others 
before your own 

 

Would like a serve project?  
Join the Friendship group!  
There is a great need for 
Friendship mentor for one hour 
on  Monday nights! You are 
needed and will be blessed! 

 

Friendship will begin their regu-
larly scheduled meetings, Mon-
day, Sept 9, 2019 at 7:00.  We 
meet every other Monday from 
7:00 pm-8:30 pm. 

 

To sign up, or have sugges-
tions, or need more information, 
talk to Sandy Moorlag, Sallie 
Green or Clara DeRonde. 

We strive to create a barrier free building and environ-
ment in our church facilities.  Some disabilities, how-
ever,  are unseen such as allergies and sensitivities 
and we want to make our environment safe and 
healthy for everyone:  
  
Allergies: Due to life-threatening allergies, treats and 
any food items that contain peanuts, nuts, peanut 
butter, etc will not be served.  Please be cautious to 
eliminate all nut products in your food items that you 
bring into all the church facilities for sweet treats, pot-
lucks, Bible study groups, and family gatherings such 
as birthdays, graduations, anniversaries, funerals, etc.   
If any food item that contains nut products is brought 
to our facilities it will be returned or thrown. 
  
Sensitivities: A fragrance-free environment helps cre-
ate a safe and healthy environment. Fragrances from 
personal care products such as colognes, perfumes, 
scented hair care, essential oils, cleaning and laundry 
products, etc have been associated with adversely af-
fecting a person’s health including headaches, upper 
respiratory symptoms, shortness of breath, difficulty 
with concentration and can trigger asthma symptoms.  
We ask that you refrain from using scented items for 
worship services, Bible studies and all church activi-
ties. 
  
Weather Policy Reminder: If a severe weather watch 
or warning is still in effect one hour before the begin-
ning of a worship service or a church meeting, that 
service or meeting is automatically cancelled.  If a se-
vere weather watch or warning is announced during a 
service or meeting, it will be terminated.  In the event 
of uncertain weather during a worship service, there 
will be an elder on duty to listen to weather reports 
and to notify the pastor if a severe weather watch or 
warning is issued. Cancellations will be announced on 
KWLM 1340 and www.kwlm.com Operation Snow-
desk/Operation Raincheck 

Policy Reminders 



Prayer Corner 

Remember in Prayer: 
Those who are unable to join us 

Gerri Hillenbrand 
Roger Huisken 

Curt and Shirley Jensen 
Martha Kiel 
Viv Marcus 

Margaret Negen 
Hilda Nieuwbeerta 

Jean Rolighed 
Gary Ruis 
Mae Ryks 

John TeBrake 
Doward and Sylvia Visser 

  
Our Servicemen 

Jacob Lefever 
Joe Pavelko 

  
Our College Students 

Makenna Brouwer-Bethel 
Ethan Bos-Ridgewater 

Jayden Dierenfeld-U of Sioux Falls 
Hannah Vanderhooft-Dordt 

 

 

 

 

As believers we know where true hope is found. We’re incredibly grateful for the love and for-
giveness of Christ. We’ve been set free; redeemed for His purposes. And yet, as most all of us 
know so very well, not everyone shares our desire to walk close and stay connected to God. 
Which often leaves us with an ache deep inside. The truth is: many are lost. Still wandering, 
searching, or drifting farther away from God. God reminds us again and again that prayer is power-
ful. Praying God’s Word over those we love is speaking His truth over their lives as it builds our 
own faith. 
 
15 Verses of Hope to Remind Us, God Is at Work to Seek and Save Those Who Are Lost: 

“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives 
and release from darkness for the prisoners…” (Isaiah 61:1) 
 
“For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” (Luke 19:10) 
 
“…With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” (Matthew 19:26) 

“Jesus answered, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” (John 14:6) 

“And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:32) 

“He brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, And He set my feet upon a rock 
making my footsteps firm.” (Psalm 40:2) 

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abun-
dantly.” (John 10:10) 

“No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws 
him…” (John 6:44) 

“I will feed my flock and I will lead them to rest,” declares the Lord 
God. “I will seek the lost, bring back the scattered, bind up the 
broken and strengthen the sick…” (Ezekiel 34:15-16) 

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never 
come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faith-
fulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23) 

“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go 
after the one that is lost, until he finds it?” (Luke 15:4) 

“Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God.” (John 1:12) 

“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he 
with me.” (Revelation 3:20) 

“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:6) 

“What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of 
them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills 
and go to look for the one that wandered off? And if he finds it, I 
tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about 
the ninety-nine that did not wander off. In the same way your Fa-
ther in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be 
lost.” (Matthew 18:13-14)  (https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/prayer-

for-loved-ones-far-from-god.html?utm_content=buffer ) 

 

 

https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+61:1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+19:10
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+19:26
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+14:6
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+8:32
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+40:2
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+10:10
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+6:44
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=eze+34:15-16
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=la+3:22-23
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+15:4
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+1:12
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=re+3:20
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=php+1:6
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+18:13-14
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/prayer-for-loved-ones-far-from-god.html?utm_content=buffer
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/prayer-for-loved-ones-far-from-god.html?utm_content=buffer
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 Getting Involved in Missions 

SAVE THE DATE: On October 19 
for Welcoming the Stranger Con-
ference at Living Hope Church. 
Main Speaker: Matthew Soerens. 
Registration details coming soon. 

  

Join us on August 17 at Robbins Island for 
a Rockin’ Ribfest from 1:00-8:00 pm.  
There will be live music throughout the day 
and the Ribs will be served at 4:30 pm.  
Grillers from all over the state compete for 
prizes.  Other foods and beverages will be 
sold separately.   

Tickets are $10 in advance or $15 at the 
gate.  To pre-order your tickets go to:    
onewayfestivalwillmar.com  

Proceeds go to the missions of ATLAS and 
The Fortress. 

Bring your own lawn chairs and enjoy the 
festivities of the day!! 
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Missions-Little Lambs Update 

The power of weakness 

In Tramp for the Lord, Corrie ten Boom describes traveling to Russia during the Cold War — when Chris-
tians were being persecuted — to thank an old woman who’d been secretly translating Christian books 
(including ten Boom’s). Ravaged by multiple sclerosis, the woman could move only an index finger. Yet 
with it she typed constantly, translating words while praying for people who’d eventually read them.  
 
Ten Boom’s reaction was, “Oh Lord, why don’t you heal her?” But the woman’s husband said God had a 
purpose in his wife’s suffering. Although the secret police closely watched other Christians, they left this 
woman alone, assuming she couldn’t accomplish anything.  
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Musings 

Know your target 

Businesses must know their target market. Writers must know 
their target audience. And we all make better decisions when we 
consider the target of our actions.  
 
A college religion teacher set up a cardboard target in his class-
room. “Draw someone who has upset you,” he instructed. Stu-
dents sketched ex-boyfriends or -girlfriends, coworkers who’d 
mistreated them, childhood bullies. Each, in turn, then placed 
their drawing over the bull’s-eye and took aim with a bow and 
arrow. Afterward, the bull’s-eye was riddled with holes. The stu-
dents congratulated one another … until the teacher pulled back 
the target, revealing Jesus’ scarred, torn face.  
 
Silence fell as he read: “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one 
of the least of these … you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40, NRSV).  
 
In choosing actions — no matter the human target — remember 
who else will be struck by your arrows. Let’s take aim with love, 
not hurt. 

Many ways to give 

As a hen and a pig walked down the road, they noticed a 

church sign advertising a breakfast of “Ham and Eggs!”  

 

“That’s nice,” said the hen. “A chance for us to serve 

the congregation.”  

 

“Easy for you to say,” replied the pig. “For you, it’s a 

contribution; for me, it’s a sacrifice!”  

 

Versions of this story appear on inspirational websites, 

with comments about the chicken being involved in 

breakfast, while the pig is committed. Opinions differ, 

however, about which animal has the right idea. Some 

people warn against being the pig, sacrificing yourself 

for success; others say the chicken isn’t all-in.  

 

“People who give themselves to Jesus with a trusting 

abandon” are like the pig, says Rick Lawrence in The 

Jesus-Centered Life (Group). That total, “without reser-

vation” commitment, he says, shows a willingness to 

give your life to Jesus — as he gave his for you.  

 

On the other hand, giving consistently, day in and day 

out, even in what might seem to be small ways, also is 

valuable.  

  

Summer fruit basket 
Taste some fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) — per-

fect for summer, and all year round!  

 

• Love: “There is always an ‘again’ with love.” —

Unknown  

• Joy: “I don’t think of all the misery, but of the beauty 

that still remains.” —Anne Frank  

• Peace: “Peace begins with a smile.” —Mother Teresa  

• Patience: “The purposes of God may sometimes seem 

delayed, but they are never abandoned.” —H.C. Mears  

• Kindness: “Kindness is the language which the deaf 

can hear and the blind can see.” —Mark Twain  

• Goodness: “Goodness means to do things for the glory 

of God.” —Martyn Lloyd-Jones  

• Faithfulness: “Do small things as if they were great 

because of the majesty of Christ, who does them in us.” 

—Blaise Pascal  

• Gentleness: “There is nothing stronger in the world 

than gentleness.” —Han Suyin  

• Self-control: “God gave us a spirit not of fear but of 

power and love and self-control.” —2 Tim. 1:7 (ESV) 

British evangelist Alan Redpath suggested these five 
helpful questions to ask yourself before you speak:  
T — Is it True?  
H — Is it Helpful?  
I — Is it Inspiring?  
N — Is it Necessary?  
K — Is it Kind?   



1708 SW 8th St 

Willmar MN 56201 

Phone: 320-235-3060 

E-mail: willmarcrc@gmail.com 

www.rockoflifecrc.org 

 Rock of Life CRC 

 Rock of Life CRC Staff 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Jeff Vanderhooft 
rev.van@gmail.com 

320-222-3387 
 

 Director of Youth Ministries 
Travis Berry 

763-210-8344 
solidrockym@gmailo.com 

 
Worship Director 
Heather Ruplinger 

ahruplinger@ hotmail.com 
 

  Office  
Renae Kleinhuizen  

renaekleinhuizen@hotmail.com 
 

 Custodian                                                                               
Barb Leenstra 
320-222-1098 

Willmar CRC Statements 
Purpose Statement 

Worship 
God in obedience to His Word 

Equip 
God’s people to do His work 

Proclaim 
God’s love and grace to His World 

II Timothy 3:16&17 
Values Statement 

Loving 
God above all, and our neighbors as ourselves 

Praying 
in all circumstances because God controls our ministry 

Preaching 
and teaching from God’s Word, the Holy Bible 

Giving 
of our time, gifts and money which are blessings from God 

Seeking 
the Lord’s will and direction in everything we do 

Helping 
others to find and follow Jesus. 

Ephesians 4:1b-2 
Vision Statement 

Reaching Up 
to God as we listen for His voice in our prayers of thanks,   

confession and praise. 
Reaching In 

becoming more Christlike, clothed with  
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness,  

patience and forgiveness 
Reaching Out 

Boldly through the power of the Holy Spirit, with words and deed,                                
in our Community and worldwide. 

Colossians 3:12-14 
All to the Glory of God 

 

  

Kid’s Corner 


