
 
Who are the "we" men-

tioned here? They are faith 
leaders like Dr. Peter Berg-
dorff, Christian Reformed 
Church of N. A.; Dr. Walter 
Brueggeman, Columbia Theo-
logical Seminary; Dr. Cynthia 
Hale, Ray of Hope Christian 
Church, Decatur GA; Dr. John 
Perkins, Christian Community 
Development Assn.; Dr. Ron 
Sider, Evangelicals for Social 
Action; Bishop Will Willimon, of 
the United Methodist Church, 
and a number of others includ-
ing Dr. James Forbes, Presi-
dent of Healing the Nations 
Foundation. 

 
They declared "it is time to 

be followers of Jesus before 
anything else - nationality, po-
litical party,  race,  ethnicity, 
gender, geography. Our iden-
tity in Christ precedes every 
other identity. ...When politics 
undermines our theology, we 
must examine that politics. The 
church's role is to change the 
world through the life and love 
of Jesus Christ." 

 
Furthermore, "the govern-

ment's role is to serve the com-
mon good by protecting justice 
and peace, rewarding good be-
havior while restraining bad be-
havior (Rom. 13). When that role 
is undermined by political leader-
ship," persons of faith "must 
stand 

(Cont on pg 7) 

In these disturbing and 
challenging times, a serious 
call recently has been pub-
lished for the Christian commu-
nity to refrain from trusting in 
man-made "solutions" to life's 
seemingly unsolvable prob-
lems. We are called to repent 
of despairing from where true 
answers are to come, as we 
have propensity to look toward 
our limited  and imperfect 
selves. 

 
 From a faith perspective, 

the rebuilding of an "upside 
down world" comes from trans-
formed minds and hearts fo-
cused on Truth -- not our-
selves. 

 
There is a growing, reluctant 

acceptance among some 
thoughtful Christians that God 
is allowing us to experience the 
current, unsettling social and 
political situations, in order to 
thrust us back into trusting Him 
with our lives---the One who is 
Truth and Love. When we 
go to the Christian Scriptures 
(the Bible) for instruction and 
guidance - which directs us to 
love God with all that we have, 
and our neighbor as ourselves 
(Mt. 22. 37-40) -- we can find, 
when followed by fully trusting 
in God, an eventual stabiliza-
tion toward good outcomes ... 
all the while realizing we may 
need to make some difficult, 
unpopular decisions in the pro-
cess. 

This Spring some elder, 
experienced, contemporary 
Christian church leaders draft-
ed a concerned call for citi-
zens to respond to these 
times in a biblical way - ver-
sus any other that leads to 
further negative "volatility", 
hurt, self-centeredness, and 
isolation. 

 
Evangelical Christian 

thinker, Rev. Jim Wallis 
(President of Sojourners), re-
ported that they came togeth-
er with a "deep sense of la-
ment for the political and mor-
al crisis we are in, and for the 
ways it unfolded.... We strong-
ly sensed the need for repent-
ance, realizing that the word 
means much more than guilt 
and shame, but a 'turning 
around' and moving in a new 
direction". They declared 
that "our concerns about the 
future - of our nation's values, 
heart, soul, and democracy 
itself - compel us to respond 
more theologically than politi-
cally". 

 
“We are living through 

perilous and polarizing 
times as a nation, with a 
dangerous crisis of moral 
and political leadership at 
the highest levels of our 
government and in our 
churches. We believe the 
soul of the nation and the 
integrity of faith are now at 
stake." 
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April Anniversaries 
   8 Lowell and Mary Breems 
 13 Duane and Alvina Noordmans-50th!! 
 30 Lowell and Carol Faber 
  
  

April Birthdays 
 
   7 Kinzie Lingbeek 
 11 Marv Moorlag 
 12 Karen Leenstra 
 22  Christina Jurgenson  
 23 Darla Marcus 
 24 Kendall Bos 
 27 Edith Ryder 
 28 Clara DeRonde 
 29 Joseph Leenstra 
 30 Gaye Mellema                                  
  
 
 

May Birthdays 
  
  5 Gayle Brouwer 

 7 Sam Modderman 
 Denise Dierenfeld 
8  Martha Kiel-95th!! 
 Duane Starkenburg 
9  Mae Ryks-86th! 
13  Jodi Marcus 
15  Esther Rood 
16  Roger Groen 
 Darlene Roelofs 
 Michael Vanderhooft 
18  Derek Roelofs 

April 8 
CCS 

GEMS (National) 
Family Promise 
Calvin College 

 
May 13 
 CMCS 

Luke Society 
Resonate Global Missions 

Youth for Christ 
  

Birthdays 

2nd Sunday Offering Schedule 

Anniversaries 
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 Events 

Fresh Encounters Prayer Service: April 16-6:00 pm 

GEMS Sunday: April  22.  

 

MAY 12: Mother’s Day Luncheon: All women are invited for fun, 
food, and fellowship on May 12 at 11:00 am.  Featuring guest 
speaker and talented vocalist, Terry Friedlein.  Invite your moth-
er, daughter, sister, aunts and friends.  RSVP by May 5 by calling 
Barb at 320-222-1098 or Renae at 320-235-3060. $6 per person 
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Alvina was a waitress at the Red Rock Inn in Rock Val-
ley, Iowa when she met Duane.  Their first date was 
arranged by friends and 8 months later, they were mar-
ried.  It was April 13, 1968.  Duane was sweating bul-
lets, presumably due to the extreme heat? 
 
They have 3 children, 6 grandchildren, and a first great-
grandchild born just a month ago named Brexon.  Their 
children:  Anita & Troy Morris live in Bismarck, North 
Dakota with 1 daughter, Megan attending college at 
Gustavus Adolphus College; Amy & Shawn Hanson live 
in New London with 3 adult children-Jason married to 
Becca, Brittany married to Chase Johanson, and Court-
ney who is currently a Senior; Mark & Meagan live in 
Orange Park, Florida with 2 small children-Blake and 
Brady. 
 
Duane spent most of his career in auto sales while Al-
vina was an LPN turned Dental Assistant.  Duane cur-
rently volunteers 4 days a week at Mobility Worldwide 
while spending the Winter months in Florida at Penny 
Farms.  When not snowbirds, he works part-time at 
O’Reilly Auto Parts.  His hobbies include tractor restora-
tion and tractor pulling.  Alvina devoted over 25 years 
to the GEMS Program, stating it was a highlight of her 
spiritual journey.  It became an outreach ministry that 
has touched generations.  Her hobbies include sewing 
and quilting. 
 
Throughout the years, their best memories were made 
camping and fishing as a family.  They went from a tent 
to a pop-up camper after a few thunderstorms.  In re-
tirement, a highlight has been attending the Interna-
tional Hot Air Ballon Fiesta in Albuquerque, New Mexico 
just last year.  
 
Congratulations on your 50th Anniversary and thank 
you for your example 
You are a special couple in our congregation.  
     —Donna Mulder 

You are invited to the 36th Annual Mayor’s Pray-
er Breakfast on Thursday, May 3 from 6:30 am-
8:00 am at the Willmar Conference Center.  Fea-
tured speakers are Leo and Clarissa Martinez 
who will be giving their story about their journey 
of moving from Texas to Willmar Minnesota and 
becoming professional business owners. 
 
Tickets are available in the church office for $15 
each.  Please purchase your tickets by April 26  
 
At the Prayer Breakfast, we always are in need  
of volunteers for various tasks.  Consider if you 
can help in any way.  More detailed information 

Milestones Community Events 

On Saturday, April 21, 2018, Calvary Chris-
tian Reformed Church at 5300 France Ave 
S, Minneapolis, MN 55410 from 9:00am - 
12 noon, there will be a FREE interactive work-
shop.  This workshop will provide stories from 
practitioners, best practices from each other and 
inspiration to help you confidently partner both 
locally and globally with people in need in a way 
that provides hope instead of unintended harm. 
If you have questions, please contact Calvary 
CRC at (952) 831-6264.  



 The present spiritual crisis in America is 
calling us to pray for and take all neces-
sary actions to come together a nation. 

 God is the only One who can bring unity, 
harmony and oneness in America; there-
fore, we look only to Him in prayer. 

 Call upon God to empower us to make 
every effort to live in unity in America 
continually 

 God is calling His church  to unify upon 
the authority of the Bible and the centrali-
ty of Jesus, the only Savior of the world 

 Ask God for thousands of local churches 
to unify as one body of Christ, agreeing 
together that God is our greatest need in 
America 

 Call upon God for Jesus’ Church to walk 
in unity, harmony, and oneness, so  His 
Church personifies, and leads America to 
unity 

 God’s power upon us is the only source 
to unite our families, workplaces, commu-
nities and cities. 

 Call to look to our only King, Jesus 
Christ, who is not only the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, but also the Prince of 
Peace who can unity us 

 Pray for forgiveness, reconciliation heal-
ing and Unity.  

 Since each of us is made in the image of 
God, we each bear His image regardless 
of the color of our skin or the uniqueness 
of our ethnicity. May we pray for one an-
other to see each other through Jesus’ 
eyes. 

 Through the death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross, He has torn down the wall of divi-
sion among all ethnicities and people so 
may we pray for no division. 

 Pray that we will unify and live in peace 
with one another; standing as one people 
against all racial and ethnic division, de-
nouncing it as sin and not God’s will for 
us. 

Prayer Corner 

Remember in Prayer: 

Carol Faber 

Mel and Gerri Hillenbrand 

Shirley Jensen 

Martha Kiel 

Vern and Bea Kleinhuizen 

Hilda Nieuwbeerta 

Jean Rolighed 

Marlys Ruis 

Doward and Sylvia Visser  

 Be continually united in prayer together 
as Jesus'’ people as the example of Act 
2, the day of Pentecost 

 Pray for a great spiritual awakening and 
the church will agree clearly, unity visibly 
and pray for the next great spiritual awak-
ing to occur in our generation. 

 Call upon God to bring spiritual awaken-
ing now in America shaping the future of 
America. 

On May 3 Christians around the country will be observing the National Day of Prayer.  This year’s 
theme is Pray4Unity and below the NODP task force gives us a few ideas of what and how we 
should pray: 
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(Cont. from pg 1) up to speak out." Dr. Martin Luther 
King once said, "The church must be reminded that 
it is not the master or the servant of the state but, 
rather, the conscience of the state 

 
Addressing Christian leaders, especially el-

ders, this Call encourages them to be fully depend-
ent on the grace and Holy Spirit of God, in humility 
and prayer, "to speak the truth in love to our 
churches and to name and warn against tempta-
tions like racial and cultural captivities, false doc-
trines, and political idolatries ... and even our com-
plicity in them." 

 
The interdenominational drafters of this Call 

solemnly admitted that "we feel deep lamentations 
for the state of our nation, and our own hearts are 
filled with confession for the sins we feel called to 
address. The true meaning of the word repentance 
is to turn around.  

 
And it is time to lament, confess, repent, and 

turn.   In times of crisis the church has historically 
learned to return to Jesus Christ." 

  
  As these leaders re-confessed their faith in 

Christ, it led them to the following affirmations for all 
of us to reconsider for ourselves: 

 
1. Each human being is a bearer of God 's im-

age and likeness  (Gen. 1.  26). "That image 
and likeness confers a divinely decreed dig-
nity, worth, and God-given equality to all of 
us as children of the one God who is the 
Creator of all things." Thus, there is no 
place for support of white nationalism and 
racism in our nation of "e pluribus unum - 
one out of many".      

                           
2.  As one body, in Christ, there is to be no 

oppression based on race, gender, 
 identity, or class (Gal. 3. 28). "The body of 

Christ, where those great human divisions 
are to be overcome, is meant to be an ex-
ample for the rest of society. When we fail to 
overcome these oppressive obstacles, and 
even perpetuate them, we have failed in our 
vocation to the world - to proclaim and live 
the reconciling gospel of Christ." 

 
 
 
 
 

 
3.  How we treat the hungry, the thirsty, the na-

ked, the stranger, the sick, and the prisoner is 
how we treat Christ Himself (Mt. 25. 31-46). 
...God calls us to protect and seek justice for 
those who are poor and vulnerable...and our 
treatment of people who are 'oppressed', 
'strangers ', 'outsiders', or otherwise consid-
ered 'marginal' is a test of our relationship to 
God... . If our gospel is not 'good news to 
the poor', it is not the gospel of Jesus Christ 
(Lk 4. 18)." 

 
4. Truth is to be "morally central to our personal 

and public lives.... A commitment to speaking 
truth, the ninth commandment of the Deca-
logue (Ex. 20. 16) ... is foundational to shared 
trust in society. Falsehood can enslave us."
 For example, "when public lying becomes 
persistent in attempting to change facts for ide-
ological, political, or personal gain, public ac-
countability to truth is undermined." 

 
 
5.  "Christ's way of leadership is servanthood --- 

not  domination." Since "we believe our 
elected officials are called to public service, 
not public tyranny, we must protect the limits, 
checks and balances of democracy and en-
courage humility and civility on the part of 
elected officials. Then, Jesus instructs us to 
be making disciples of all peoples (Mt. 28. 19-
20). 

 
6.  Since "God so loved the world" (Jn. 3. 16), 

as His followers we are to "love and serve 
the world and all its inhabitants . . . rather 
than to seek first narrow, nationalistic pre-
rogatives". 

 
To conclude, these leaders indicated a deep 

concern "for the soul of our nation, but also for our 
churches and the integrity of our faith. The present 
crisis calls us to go deeper into relationship to 
God; deeper into our relationships with each other, 
especially across racial, ethnic, and national lines; 
and deeper into our relationships with the most 
vulnerable, who are at greatest risk." (This is 
adapted from "Reclaiming Jesus: How Confessing 
Faith Can Respond to a Moral and Constitutional 
Crisis", published on Sojouners (https://sojo.net).)
  

    —Charles Miller 



Ten years ago the state of Texas raided the Eldora-
do, Texas FLDS compound. Wendell N. was arrest-
ed because of his leadership role with the FLDS. He 
was sentenced to seven years in prison. He arrived 
at the prison in late afternoon. Wendell is a small 
slender man. He was sixty-six years old when he 
was imprisoned. He said on that first night he was 
afraid for his life a reality of prison life when justice is 
carried out for crimes against children. I believe he 
was not personally involved in, but was all too close-
ly associated with Warren Jeffs and others from the 
FLDS. The first evening after his arrival he was 
shown to his bed. He described the place as very 
scary. There was one big cell having rows of beds 
with only four and half foot dividers between them. 

He said, "As I was lying there looking up at the ceil-
ing with my hands behind my head the guy to my left 
looked over the partition and said, `Hey dude, I need 
to tell you something.' He was one big black guy and 
I was shaking from head to toe."   

The neighbor to his left said, "Your bunk was empty 
for a few days, but last night a man appeared in your 
space and said to me, `I was sent to tell you that 
tomorrow evening a man will be arriving in this place 
and you must watch out for him and look out for 
him."  The man went on to say, "I just want you to 
know that I'll have your back and will care for you 
while you are here."  Wendell went on to say that he 
soon realized no one in the prison messed with his 
neighbor to the left.   

The next night just before he drifted off to sleep the 
neighbor to the right, also a black man, leaned over 
the divider and told him that he had the conversation 
with the same mystery "man" of the previous even-
ing.  He went on to say that the same "man" ap-
peared to him the night before Wendell's arrival and 
gave him the same message. This guy said, "I will 
join in your protection."  Wendell explained in detail 
how those two "black" men always had his back and 
were never out of sight. (It is significant that his 

"neighbors" were black men since the attitude of the 
FLDS is very prejudiced against black persons. 

I said to Wendell, "You know who the mystery man in 
your bunk actually was, don't you? It was an angel 
from God." He excitedly agreed. The next time I 
meet with Wendell, I will take the next step in ex-
plaining how the God who saved him from physical 
harm now WANTS to take the next step with him and 
save him for all eternity. 

Please pray that the Holy Spirit will work on his heart 
so he will go forward and accept Jesus as his per-
sonal Savior. Pray too that he will then begin to 
share the good news of salvation with his wives, his 
children and all who know him. 

MY JOURNEY THROUGH UTAH AND A LITTLE 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Mormon Church for years taught the doctrine 
THE CURSE OF CAIN. The FLDS still teaches this 
doctrine.  The doctrine teaches that when God put a 
mark on Cain for killing his brother Abel God added a 
black pigment to Cain's skin and therefore all black 
people are descendants of Cain. The teaching goes 
on to say that therefore there is a curse on all people 
with dark skin. The FLDS and many who have come 
out still believe that white people are superior to peo-
ple with dark skin.  

This is something I must deal with in working with 
many people in the polygamist cult. I find there is a 
very strong racist attitude among many in and those 
coming out of polygamist culture.  

This is a hard issue for me to deal with since I have 
many friends and three precious grandchildren with 
dark skin. Please pray that God will give me a Christ-
like attitude as I confront this reality in my mission 
work among those in the polygamist culture.  

In His service, Marion "Mike" Menning 
Great Commission Utah 

Missionary Update 

During the Mau Mau uprising in Kenya in 1960, missionaries Matt and Lora Higgens were returning one night to 
Nairobi through the heart of Mau Mau territory, where Kenyans and missionaries alike had been killed and dis-
membered. Seventeen miles outside of Nairobi their Land Rover stopped. Higgens tried to repair the car in the 
dark, but could not restart it. They spent the night in the car, but claimed Psalm 4:8: "I will lie down and sleep in 
peace, for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety." In the morning they were able to repair the car.  
 
A few weeks later the Higgenses returned to America on furlough. They reported that the night before they left 
Nairobi, a local pastor had visited them. He told how a member of the Mau Mau had confessed that he and three 
others had crept up to the car to kill the Higgenses, but when they saw the sixteen men surrounding the car, the 
Mau Mau left in fear. 
"Sixteen men?" Higgens responded. "I don't know what you mean!"  
 
While they were on furlough, a friend Clay Brent asked the Higgenses if they have been in any danger recently. 
Higgens asked, "Why?" 
Then Clay said that on March 23, God had placed a heavy prayer burden on his heart. He called the men of the 
church, and sixteen of them met together and prayed until the burden lifted. Did God send sixteen angels to repre-
sent those men and enforce their prayers? 
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You cannot stay where you are and go with God. 
You cannot continue doing things your way and ac-
complish God’s purpose in his ways. Your thinking 
cannot come close to God’s thoughts. For you to do 
the will of God, you must adjust your life to him, 
his purposes and his ways. —Henry Blackaby  
 
 “Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrec-
tion, not in books alone, but in every leaf in spring-
time.”          —Martin Luther  
 
“We are only fully alive when we’re helping oth-
ers.”  —Rick Warren  
 
“When you talk, choose the very same words that 
you would use if Jesus were looking over your 
shoulder. Because he is.” —Marie T. Freeman  
 
“Behold … the spring is come; the earth has gladly 
received the embraces of the sun, and we shall 
soon see the results of their love!” —Sitting Bull 
 
“For happiness one needs security, but joy can 
spring like a flower even from the cliffs of des-
pair.” —-Anne Morrow Lindbergh     

1.  I am found in the sea and on land but I do not 
walk or swim. I travel by foot but I am toeless. I’m 
never far from home. What am I? 
 
2. I run but I never walk. I have a mouth but I nev-
er talk. I have a bed but I never lie. What am I ? 
 
3. My uncle has a sister but she is not my aunt. 
Who is she? 6. What is greater than God, more evil 
than the devil, poor people have it, rich people 
need it, and if you eat it you will die? 
 
4. What is greater than God, more evil than the 
devil, poor people have it, rich people need it, and 
if you eat it you will die? 
 
5. I don’t have lungs or a chest but I need air; I am 
not alive, but I grow; I don’t have a mouth and I’m 
allergic to water. What am I ? 

Answers: 1) A Snail, 2)A River, 3) 

My Mother, 4) Nothing 5) A Fire 

The Earthly Power of Four 
In 1921 Arthur W. Pink posed the question, 
"Why Four Gospels?" In seeking the answer to 
his question he revealed these interesting 
properties of the number four:  
 
•"Four" is the number of the earth - the 
world.  
 
• There are four corners of the world or four 
points on the compass - north, south, east 
and west.  
 
• There are four seasons in the earth's year - 
spring, summer, autumn and winter.  
 
• There are four elements connected with 
our world - earth, air, fire and water.  
 
• There have been four great world-empires 
- the Babylonian, the Medo-Persian, the Gre-
cian and the Roman.  
 
• Scripture divides earth's inhabitants into 
four classes - "tribe, language, people and 
nation" (Revelation 5:9).  
 
• In the "Parable of the Sower" (Matthew 13), 
seed is scattered onto four types of earth - 
path, rocky, thorny and good soil. Later Je-
sus said, "the field is the world."  
 
• The fourth commandment tells us to rest 
from all earth's labors.  
 
• The fourth clause in the Lord's Prayer is, 
"Thy will be done on earth."  
 
• If four is the number of the earth, then it 
is quite fitting that there are four Gospels in 
which to set forth the earthly ministry of the 
Heavenly One.   

Riddles For Kids 



1708 SW 8th St 

Willmar MN 56201 

Phone: 320-235-3060 

E-mail: willmarcrc@gmail.com 

www.willmarcrc.com 

 Rock of Life CRC 

 Rock of Life CRC Staff 
Pastor 

Rev. Jeff Vanderhooft 
rev.van@gmail.com 

320-222-3387 
  

Director of Youth Ministries 
 Dan Sterk 

dpsterk@gmail.com 
320-905-2772 

  
Interim Director of Music Ministry 

Kasey Manning 
  

Office  
Renae Kleinhuizen  

renaekleinhuizen@hotmail.com 
  

Custodian                                                                              
Barb Leenstra 
320-222-1098 

  

Kid’s Corner 

Willmar CRC Statements 
Purpose Statement 

Worship 
God in obedience to His Word 

Equip 
God’s people to do His work 

Proclaim 
God’s love and grace to His World 

II Timothy 3:16&17 

Values Statement 
Loving 

God above all, and our neighbors as ourselves 
Praying 

in all circumstances because God controls our ministry 
Preaching 

and teaching from God’s Word, the Holy Bible 
Giving 

of our time, gifts and money which are blessings from God 
Seeking 

the Lord’s will and direction in everything we do 
Helping 

others to find and follow Jesus. 
Ephesians 4:1b-2 

Vision Statement 
Reaching Up 

to God as we listen for His voice in our prayers of thanks,   
confession and praise. 

Reaching In 
becoming more Christlike, clothed with  

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness,  
patience and forgiveness 

Reaching Out 
Boldly through the power of the Holy Spirit, with words and deed,                               

in our Community and worldwide. 

 

According to Matthew’s account, what was torn 

when Jesus died?  

A. Mary’s headdress — she tore it as a traditional 

Jewish sign of grief  

B. A Roman guard’s sash — Peter grabbed and 

ripped it in anger  

C. Jesus’ robe — the soldiers divided it among 

themselves  

D. The temple curtain — torn in two from top to 

bottom  

While in Jerusalem for Pentecost, people from many 

faraway lands miraculously heard the disciples preach-

ing in their own native languages. Which of the follow-

ing modern-day places was/were represented? 

 

A. Egypt  

B. Libya  

C. Crete  

D. Rome  

E. All of the above  

F. A, B and D  

 

Answers D,E  


